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EDITOR’S NOTE

On 14 December 1954, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) suggested to establish
a Universal Children’s Day for every country in order to recognize as a day of “fraternity” and
“understanding” between children all over the world 1. As a result, ‘November 20’ was labelled for
adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, in 1959; and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, in 1989. The UNGA recommended to governments to honor the day felicitously and to promote
the mission of the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)2.
The International Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) defines a “child” as a person below
the age of 18 and urges all governments to increase the level of protection for all children under 18
-regardless of their race, religion, or abilities, whatever they think or say, whatever type of family
they come from. Governments should ensure that no child is discriminated on any basis, by taking
all necessary steps to ensure that the minimum standards set by the Convention are being met. These
necessary steps also include to help families, protect children’s rights and create an environment where
they can grow and reach their potential (Article 1-4)3.
According to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, “all people, irrespective of sex, age, race,
ethnicity, and persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous peoples, children and youth, especially
those in vulnerable situations, should have access to life-long learning opportunities that help them
acquire the knowledge and skills needed to exploit opportunities and to participate fully in society4 .” In
relation to that, the document promises “to provide children and youth with a nurturing environment
for the full realization of their rights and capabilities, helping our countries to reap the demographic
dividend including through safe schools and cohesive communities and families5.”
In order to open the ground for an academic discussion of this “nurturing environment of children for
the full realization of their rights and capabilities”, in partnership with Arigatou International/Prayer
and Action for Children, Ufuk Dialog Foundation and the Journalists and Writers Foundation organize
the 4th International Family Conference with a focus on children and family.
International Family Conference is a biennial international academic conference which is organized by
the Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF), which had General Consultative Status at UN Economic
1) General Assembly resolution 836(IX), Universal Children’s Day, A/RES/836(IX) (14 December 1954), available
from http://undocs.org/A/RES/836(IX)
2) Ibid.
3) Convention on the Rights of the Child, New York, 20 November 1989, United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No.
27531, p.3, available from https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201577/v1577.pdf
4) General Assembly resolution 70/1, Annex, para 25, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (25 September 2015), available from http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/
generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
5) Ibid.
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and Social Council (ECOSOC). Its aim is to stimulate interdisciplinary and cross-national collaboration
and approach to various family issues.
It is promoted that on the Universal Children’s Day, Children’s Rights should be celebrated on the
basis of the Convention. Also, the day should be devoted to ideals and objectives of the Charter with
joint efforts by the all countries and regions to continuously build up a living-friendly environment for
children in the world through dialogues and actions.
In that sense, International Family conference IV joins the Arigatou International, Action and Prayer for
Children to honor the Children’s Rights.
The Prayer and Action for Children occurs every year on the Universal Children’s Day, November 20, to
safeguard the integrity, rights and dignity of children and promote their well-being via the partnership
of world’s religions, faith-based groups, secular organizations and people of goodwill. On the Day, all
over the world, prayer services accompanied by one or two common, measurable actions for the survival,
development and protection of children are encouraged.
“The logo for the World Day of Prayer and Action for Children features a stylized image of a child
painting a rainbow in the sky. The rainbow in the design symbolizes the beautiful diversity of the
human family; the many colors unite in a single rainbow to express the universal hope that all
children will one day be able to grow to their full potential in a peaceful world. The child in the
design is taking creative action to produce the rainbow, representing the inspired work of people
of good will everywhere — especially the efforts of children and young people — to build a world
fit for children.”6

Journalists and Writers Foundation

6) https://prayerandactionforchildren.org/who-we-are/5-who-we-are/who-we-are/206-world-day-logo
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OPENING SPEECH I
Binta Masi Garba
Senator of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Representing Adamawa North Senatorial District

In this part of the world, it is often incomprehensible to many as far as the population is concerned
to accept the truism of women and children to having rights, despite legislation and Act which
legitimizes it.
The Chairman, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I would like to welcome you all to this
4th International Family Conference tagged “CHILDREN’S RIGHTS AND FAMILY”. I am greatly
honoured by your invitation and highly delighted to have this opportunity to make the opening
speech at this year’s event.
I appreciate the leadership of UFUK DIALOGUE FOUNDATION and partners for the confidence
reposed in me to set the tone in this discourse that will follow. I strongly belief that the array of
panelist paraded here today will do justice to the issues at hand.
Although, there is no clear-cut definition to who a child is, there is however one irreversible
characteristics which is VULNERABILITY; he has no means to neither protect nor provide for
himself.
JUST TO RECAP: “In 1924, the League of Nations (LON) adopted the Geneva Declaration that
recognized and affirmed for the first time the existence of rights specific to children and their
responsibilities”. On 20 November 1959, the struggle continued with the effort of the United Nations
through the adoption of the declaration of child’s right in 1959.
In 2003, Nigeria adopted what is popularly known as Act No. 26, “The Child’s Right Act, 2003”
to provide and protect every Nigerian child and other related matters. This provision is clearly
enshrined in the 1999 constitution under the provisions in Chapter IV. The rights recognize;
• The right to education, standard of living, health etc.
• The right to protection against slavery, torture, violence and bad treatment
• Right to proper parenting either by parents or guidance
• No child shall be discriminated by reason of his belonging to a particular community/ethnic
group, sex, religion etc.
According to the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of the Child, “a child is a person
below the age of 18, unless the laws of a particular country set the legal age for adulthood younger”.
But one definition that caught my attention is that of a “Duhaime's law dictionary” which defined a
child as “an individual, whether over or under the age of majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a
duty of support by the individual’s parent or who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary of a support
order directed to the parent.” if this is true therefore, it will then be right to say, The family is the
10

child’s first line of defense; Even though there are cultural variances that exist, the fundamental
role of a FAMILY is to nurture and create environment where children can learn morals, skills, and
values. The family helps in galvanizing a child’s initial self-worth, attitude and behavior: This initial
learning process of mimic or imitation, cartoon and other TV programs which he/she is exposed
to eventually determine what becomes of them. The more consistent the family is, the more secure
your child is likely to feel: violence from divorce or separation, neglect, molestation from parents
or nannies, derogatory words on children and so on reduces the tendency of a strong and positive
self-esteem of such a child. When children feel secure, they are more likely to explore the potential
within them, to experiment on all possibilities, and to learn. This then implies generally that, it is
the Legitimate right of that child to be educated and properly parented irrespective of sex, religion,
ethnicity, belief system or its affiliate. “No wonder, every misrepresentation, disrespect, criminality,
misconduct and uncultured behavior in our society is attributable to lack of home training”.
At the society level, the child is susceptible to either positive or negative effect to societal influence
which will make or ruin him. Good morals, sound religious beliefs, customs, strong self-worth and
respect for humanity if properly ingrained in the child sets him/her inclined to withstand possible
windfall. Reverse of course is often the case of a child who was ill-treated, abused, violated, molested
and neglected. The child turns out as tools of peer influence, drug abuse, sexual abuse, criminality,
robbery, druggie and violence of varying magnitude just to mention a few.
This is the reason why in my public service career including being a Legislator, which spans almost
2 decades, the issues of women, children and the less privileged in our society have continued to
occupy a place of pride in my heart and legislative agenda. I have continued to work on the floors of
the National Assembly and indeed across other arms of our government to ensure fairness, equity
and justice in this direction. And this is why as I stated earlier, it was an honour for me to be invited
here today to be part of this great occasion.
As we all know, government provides only a broader spectrum upon which the individuals, families
and society coexist: it enhances the activeness and player in people’s affairs, using its legitimate tool
of coercion to determine how the members of the society may live, work and associate as well as
how to be protected. It is also the constitutional and major duty of government to provide enabling
and better livelihood for its citizenry vis-à-vis protecting lives and properties. I also believe it is a
pertinent role of the government to provide affordable and quality educational system, irrespective of
what class, race, ethnicity or religion one belongs to as well as protection against violence, provision
of stable economic and social factors. In line with this however, the “VIOLENCE AGAINST
PERSONS (VAP) (PROHIBITION) ACT, 2015” was passed into law in Nigeria in a bid to eliminate
all forms of violence which includes; sexual, psychological, domestic, harmful traditional practices,
discrimination as well as provide protective remedies for victims and punish offenders.
But despite all legislation and pro child’s right laws, some factors still conflict such as; poverty, failed
educational system, violence, social inequality, poor parenting, social and religious conflicts, peer
pressure etc.
At this juncture therefore, it is glaring that the family, community or the government cannot be left to
operate in isolation. There is need for synchronization to function effectively in order to nurture an
environment for children for the full realization of their rights and capabilities.
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As a mother myself and as someone coming from a constituency that is troubled by some of the
concerns raised above, I believe that these violations should not only be backed by law, but will also
advocate the imposition of more grievous sanctions, punishments, penalties and consequence for the
perpetrators of such negative ills.
In conclusion, I submit that it is essentially necessary that a child must be helped, supported,
protected against labour exploitation, violence, kidnapping, ill-treatment, molestation, and we all
have a role to play. As the President says “Change begins with me” indeed this change must resonate
with each of us as parents or guidance, community, private and government institutions, and religious
homes in order to revive the communal upbringing of our children as it was, with or without direct
affiliation of any kind.
I thank the organizers once again and wish you a successful, fruitful and forward looking
deliberation. I also hope that a feasible and workable blue-print will emerge after this session for our
policy makers to take into serious consideration.
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OPENING SPEECH II
Nuray Yurt
Former Vice President, Journalists and Writers Foundation

Dear protocol and distinguished guests welcome to the 4th Family Conference on behalf of
Journalists and Writers Foundation .
International Family Conference is an academic gathering organized by the Journalists and Writers
foundation (JWF) in a biennial schedule. Journalists and Writers foundation was established to
promote peace and understanding in Turkey originally. Over time, it became a global organization
which gained a consultative non governmental organization status from UN in 2012. JWF moved its
center to New York in 2015. Since 2010, International Family Conference has been vital in creating
venues for cross national and interdisciplinary collaboration to address issues concerning women and
family. The United Nations has an active role in enhancing international cooperation on these issues.
As the only NGO started in Turkey and grew very fast globally, JWF believes that family is crucial in
reaching and sustaining human rights with empowerment of women. Every society’s values starts in
its families hence family policies should be considered with long term values. Sharing best practices
from all over the world and expanding on those best examples for family policies is critical to keep
family in the core of women empowerment and human’s rights discussions. 2016 International Family
Conference is our 4th conference. The goal is to expand on the objectives from previous years, utilize
this time to concentrate on scientific, political and practical aspects of family in different societies
and share best practices.
I want to share the declarations from 2014 Family Conference:
1. Family policies should always take into consideration the empowerment of women within
family, especially women with children and their integration to the labor market.
2. Family laws should always respect every family member and their decisions equally.
3. Every nation's peculiarities should be respected and taken into account.
4. Women should not be forced to make a trade between family and work commitments. A legal
framework should be built around this to protect employees and employer.
5. Accessible quality early childcare and support for families to continue their responsibilities
should be priority.
6. Young generations should be provided the skills to establish families as part of the society
while participating in the labor force.
7. Family should be present in the mainstream sustainable development agenda and should take
into account how well families are empowered to contribute to the achievement goals.
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We will spend the next two days expanding on these with new experts from 16 countries.
I would like to express my gratitude to Ufuk Dialogue Foundation and Nigeria for hosting 2016
International Family Conference. I would like to thank all of the speakers and panelists for their
contributions on this important topic and its subcategories. JWF is thankful to all the volunteers
that provided technical and logistic support and lastly but not least to all the attendees for their
participation and time which always makes these conferences meaningful.
I know that the support and feedback we get from each one of you will make International Family
Conference in following years expand on its goal of bringing academicians, politicians and societies
together to create a unified perspective on the value of family to this world.
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KEYNOTE SPEECH
Akila Aggoune
Former Chairperson of the (UN) Committee on the Rights of the Child
Former Minister of Social Action and Family in Burkina Faso

All protocols observed.
Honorable participants,
It is a great honour for me to address this high-level academic and political audience as Guest Key
Speaker. I thank the Journalists and Writers Foundation for their invitation with the support of
Arigatou International. I would like to congratulate you for having chosen the month of November
2016. This is an opportunity to commemorate the 27th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on November 20 and the 17th anniversary of the entry into force of the
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child on November 29.
I would like to raise a few questions and comments, which hopefully would guide the discussion of
the coming two days.
Which children do we talk about? Do we have a valid estimation of the population we target at
national, regional, continental and global levels? Are children fully considered in planning, policies
processes and scenarios? Are they treated as full members of the family? Are children and families
well positioned in national development programs? Is family considered as a fundamental unit of any
society? Do governments have the required capacity to target all children and all families since not
every child is registered at birth everywhere in the world; not every child has an identity, a nationality
and a family. This creates a gap we should fill if we want to act efficiently in favor of children and
their families. In 2015, the Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted resolution 28/19 on “The Rights
of the Child: Towards Better Investment in the Child” that requests States to collect statistical data
and relevant and accurate information relating to investment in children including, when possible,
progress made and challenges encountered. It also requests States to consider comparable data in
their periodic reports to the relevant UN mechanisms in accordance with their mandate as well as to
the Human Rights Council in the context of the universal periodic review.
Much of data used to develop projections for the continent are partial, of poor quality or missing
altogether. Indicative evidence from other regions points to the critical role of human capital
investments in reaping a ‘demographic dividend’. Children under 15 account for 41% of the
population, and young people aged 15-24 for another 9% 1. The continent will account for almost
90% of extreme poverty among the world’s children, up from around 50% today. At the international
level, estimations are very rough when it comes to children affected by armed conflicts, displacement,
immigration, various forms of violence within and outside family, sexual exploitation and the worst
forms of child labor. National development plans must adapt to prepare for demographic shifts,
notably through stronger civil registration and vital statistics systems. This is a question facing the
continent, but it is also vital for the world.
1) Data source: World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision (UNDESA, 2015)
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Emerging issues are related to the following: children and household size, children and national
economic growth, children and the impact of climate change on families, children deprived of liberty
and/or imprisoned with their mother and children in stepfamilies. The growing phenomenon of
children under 10 years deciding on their own to leave their families in order to go elsewhere to gain
an income within very traumatic conditions is another challenge. International commitments seem
to be strong towards clarifying the role and strategic place of the family in society. This is reflected
in declarations, resolutions and plans of action since the First Call for Children highlighted in the
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children in 1990 and in its Plan of
Action. “The family as a fundamental group and natural environment for the growth and well-being
of children should be given all necessary protection and assistance”. All children must be given the
chance to find their identity and realize their worth in a safe and supportive environment, through
families and other caregivers committed to their welfare. They must be prepared for responsible life
in a free society”.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (November 20, 1989) and the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (July 1990).
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) includes provisions concerning the family and
its leadership role in the harmonious development of the child. Article 5 describes on one hand the
balance between the child’s capacity to exercise his or her rights and the responsibilities of parents
to provide guidance and protection and on the other hand the duty of the State to respect the privacy
of the family and to protect the rights of children. It enshrines the right of every child to have a
family and wherever possible to know his parents. In this regard, the respect of the best interest
of the child is required. This article recognizes the primary role of the family, in general, and of
parents, in particular, regarding care, education, protection and leisure of children, as well as the
State obligations to help them assume their duties. Therefore, States parties to the CRC do not engage
themselves only on measures that affect children, but also on actions that interest families to help
them fulfil their obligations while refraining to interfere with them unless the safety and welfare
of the child are in danger. It commits the common responsibility of parents without distinction. It
commits the State to take necessary steps to ensure that this common responsibility is exercised in
all circumstances (separation, immigration, displacement, ...etc.). Articles 7 to 10 recognize different
aspects of the principle of family unity, including the imperative that children shall not be removed
from their families except as a last resort and children’s rights to maintain regular and personal
contact with their parents in case of separation. It also enshrines special protection measures for
children in difficult circumstances.
While paying attention to the uniqueness of Africa, its traditions and cultural wealth, the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) is underlined by the same fundamental
principles of the CRC. This creates a very solid inter-related implementing synergy between the
two instruments for enhanced enjoyment of child rights. Both instruments recognize the role of
the family as a fundamental unit of the society. While the CRC prohibits all practices affecting
the health of the child, the African Charter stresses the need to discourage any custom, tradition,
social, cultural or religious practice that is incompatible with the rights, duties and obligations of
the child. These are customs and practices prejudicial to the health or life of the child, customs and
16

practices discriminatory to the child on the grounds of sex or other status. It particularly prohibits
child marriage and the betrothal of girls and boys and requires effective action. It sets the minimum
age of marriage at 18 and makes registration of all marriages in an official registry compulsory. It
encourages the preservation and strengthening of morals, positive traditional and cultural values. It
provides specific provisions in certain situations faced by African children in terms of health, sociocultural and political situations. It defines the responsibility of States parties, the family, parents and
those who have custody of the child.
While the CRC clearly states the rights of the child and indirectly defines its obligations, the African
Charter innovates by defining the responsibilities of children according to their age and their
capabilities and, subject to the restrictions contained in the African Charter, to family, society, the
State and other communities and towards the international community 2. However, this article is
vague and must be interpreted to benefit as mere general guidelines. The African Charter defines
the child as “every human below the age of 18 years”. This definition provides a more conducive
protection of the child.

Children’s Rights and Family in UN Human Rights Instruments.
Family values were included in declarations and recommendations and then defined in various
United Nations (UN) instruments as legal standards and protection provisions that are acceptable to
all. Family remains the universal institution despite how much it is constantly evolving and assuming
different roles, depending of the social, political and economic context. It is recognized through
researches that despite the many forms of family organization, most of the problems that family in
all part of the world faces are almost the same. This requires to ensure the different facets of the
protection of this institution are considered including the protection of the most vulnerable members
of the family. Family indeed may not always be the haven of peace that it should be which provides
the well-being its members need. Children, sometimes, have to be protected from their family or
from its dysfunctioning.
The set of these provisions are gathered in three categories:
The first category is on the protection of the family as a whole. It is comprised of the principle of the
recognition that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State, the right to respect for privacy and family life, the right to marry
without restriction, to found a family and to decide on the number and spacing of children as well as
the right to well-being, security and social protection.
The second category focus on the protection of the individual rights of the most vulnerable members
of the family:
2) 1 Respect parents, superiors and elders at all times and assist them in case of needs. 2 Preserve and strengthen
social and national solidarity. 3 Preserve and strengthen African cultural values in his or her relations with other
members of the society in the spirit of tolerance, dialogue and consultations. 4 Contribute to the moral well-being
of society. 5 Revitalize the extended family to fulfil its traditional role and functions related to social reintegration
and security and reform adverse or harmful customary practices and bias.

17

- The civil, economic, social and cultural rights of women: On one hand, the rights to equality
with regard to civil rights, nationality, consent and minimum age required for marriage and,
on the other hand, the right to work and to equal treatment and remuneration, to vocational
training and to education
- The rights of the child to life and respect for privacy, the respect of the identity of the child,
including his or her name, nationality and family relations, the respect of the views and
the bests interests of the child, the right to grow up in a good family environment. Parental
guidance is indispensable for the harmonious growth of the child. The responsibility of
parents with regard to the education of their children and the separation of the child from his
or her family should constitute an exception.
The third category comprises provisions on the protection of the family in special circumstances.
Migrants and their families have equal rights including employment, respect and protection
of family privacy, security of property, the right to assistance and information, to housing and
family reunification and to transfer of earnings. Domestic violence should be prevented through
multidisciplinary policies, measures and strategies within and outside the criminal justice systems,
fair treatment and effective assistance to the victims and appropriate treatment for the offenders.
In monitoring the human rights instruments, the treaty bodies made general comments and
recommendations that target specifically family issues for implementation by member States.

Child Rights and Family: A Vision.
In 1993, The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the International Day of Families as
an opportunity to increase awareness of family issues and to promote appropriate action. The
International Year on Family with the main theme on “Resources and Responsibilities in a Changing
World” served to highlight the role of families as basic social units and the need to pay adequate
attention to development efforts. Following the celebration of the Year, governments developed
national action plans on family, established ministries devoted to the family and passed family
oriented legislation. However, today, most of these ministries particularly in Africa are the least
positioned in the government machinery, lack human and financial resources and lead mostly
projects rather than integrated development programs. They are called mostly for reactive responses
when a challenging situation regarding children and families arise. During drafting processes of the
economic policies and programs, they are mostly invited to share inputs.
States must formulate national programs or plans of action to assist the family by placing emphasis
on priority measures enabling the family to play its proper role. They must ensure the dimension of
family remains in the framework of the national structure despite the changes national institutions
and ministries in charge of family may face as well engage in further dialogue between policy
decision makers and researchers on child rights issues. These researches could guide policies and
programs to ensure that macro-economic programs consider child rights approach.
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Children’s Rights and Moral Values in Families.
The CRC does not make a contradiction between universal child rights standards and their
implementation regarding cultural and social norms unless these contain harmful dimension. In this
regard, making declarations and reservations does not prevent States from their moral obligations
towards children. The promotion of positive cultural and traditional practices and new ways that
enhance moral and ethical values that contribute to nurturing the environment of children in family
and in society must be promoted.
Children are affected by abuses in the application of some values that were initially thought for the
full well-being of children looking mostly on the social and cultural perspectives such as giving a
higher status from minority to majority or ensuring a productive place in the society. However, from
the human rights perspective these practices harm the harmonious development of the child and his
or her future life as an adult. This is the case for various forms of harmful traditional practices (HTPs).
The international community focused on few of them such as early and forced marriage or female
genital mutilations. In 2012, I identified a long list of HTPs: blaming and punishment of children for
natural catastrophe so-called “witches, ritual servitude, sacrificing children for organs to be used in
witchcraft, children not vaccinated for religious belief, children called “sorcerer” for death of mother
at birth or women for death of her spouse”, social and nutritional taboos. e.g against pregnant women
and children, breast ironing of adolescent girls, honour killing of girls or ritual killing, female
infanticide, inheritance of women/widow inheritance, forced feeding of women, son preference and
low status of girls. There is a need to review and reform laws, policies and services to align with
human rights and to debate on social norms/practices/scripts and their consistency with human rights.

Positioning family in governments’ policies, legislations and programs.
There is some agreement on the holistic approach to implement child’s rights. This needs a collective
commitment of a government, not only the ministry or the institution in charge of children and
family rights, a consideration of these institutions as proactive development organization linking
social action to economic development with the mission to review budgets, laws and programs before
they are discussed in parliaments. We may think of the establishment of a unit on family in the
ministries in charge of economy, finance and planning.
Most countries have embodied the principle that the State and the society must protect the family
as an institution in their constitution and or their internal law. Article 11 of the Constitution of
Luxembourg stipulates, “... the State shall guarantee the natural rights of the individual and of the
family...” while article 8 of the Constitution of Dominican Republic stipulates that “... with the aim
of strengthening its stability and well-being, its moral, religious and cultural life, the family shall
receive the broadest possible protection from the state.”
Respect of the privacy of the family and parents’ cultural and religious choices are fundamental
rights. In India, the constitution prohibits any establishment which is recognized or subsidized by its
states from imposing religious beliefs on pupils. It is not possible to force pupils against their will, or
that of their parents or legal guardian, to attend courses of religious instruction given in their school,
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or a religious ceremony held in the school premises. Article 36 of the Ethiopian Constitution of 1994
recognizes the child right to life, to name and nationality and to know and be cared for by his or her
parents. The 1996 Constitution of Ukraine recognizes the responsibility of the state to protect “the
family, childhood, motherhood and fatherhood and to care for orphans and children deprived of
parental care.” However, in some cases, the opportunity to incorporate the rights of children into
national laws was lost.
The concept of family differs from one culture to another and from one country to another.
Nonetheless, most bodies of legislation provide for varying degrees of complementarity in men’s and
women’s roles, responsibilities and functions in the family. The Brazilian Constitution of 1998 made
the right to family planning a constitutional right. The example of Ethiopia shows how effective
can be the withdrawal of the right of husband to forbid his wife to avail herself of family planning
services or consult a family planning center. In 1982, the authorization to attend family planning
centers was abolished and the attendance rate immediately rose by 26 per cent.3
The need to take account of children’s cultural, linguistic and religious background when they
are placed outside their family has been emphasized in Norway. The child protection authorities
therefore try to find foster parents whose cultural origin is the same as that of the child.

Sustainable Development Goals and Child rights
Periodically, the international community mobilize development actors to assess the level of
achievement of the global goals that affect each child. While modest progress has been noted
regarding most of the goals, it has repetitively concluded that a set of unfinished business needs to
be considered with a focus on new emerging challenges to address. This has been the case from
the World Summit for Children and its Plan of Action on the Survival, Protection and Development
of Children to the World Fit for Children to the Millennium Development Goals to the recent
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Indeed, the lessons learned from the nineteenth decade led
to the conclusion that “multi-sectoral programs focused on early childhood and support to families
deserve special support because they provide lasting benefits for child growth, development and
protection”. While specific action on family was included in the plan of action of the World Summit
for Children, a decade later no specific goal on family was mentioned in the MDGs. However, the
family environment was mainstreamed. In the Special Session of the General Assembly on Children
held in 2002. In their address to the world leaders, children expressed their dream of having “safe,
secure, and healthy environment for children in families, communities, and nations”. In their
declaration, leaders declared their commitment to recognize and support parents and families or
legal guardians as the primary caretakers of children and to strengthen their capacity to provide the
optimum care, nurturing and protection.” In the plan of action, it is stipulated that “the family is
the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive protection and
support. The primary responsibility for the protection, upbringing and development of children rests
with the family. All institutions of society should respect children’s rights and secure their well-being
and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers so that
3) Qoted by Katarina Tomasevsky in Women and Human Rights. 1993
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children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment and in an atmosphere of happiness,
love and understanding. A considerable number of children live without parental support, such as
orphans, children living on the street, internally displaced and refugee children, children affected by
trafficking and sexual and economic exploitation and children who are in prison. Special measures
should be taken to support such children and the institutions, facilities and services that care for
them, and to build and strengthen children’s own abilities to protect themselves. It engages States
to promote access by parents, families, legal guardians, caregivers and children themselves to a full
range of relevant information and services including adequate housing.

Agenda 2030. “Developing A Family for Children”
Governments have pledged to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030. The SDGs framework also includes
an explicit commitment to ensure that targets are met ‘for all nations and peoples and for all segments
of society,’ with an endeavor ‘to reach the furthest behind first’ 4. “This is global, people centered
and planet sensitive agenda to address the universal; challenge of the 21st century: promoting
sustainable development, supporting job-creating growth, protecting the environment and providing
peace, justice, freedom and equity at all levels”. The main principle from vision to action is “to leave
no one behind”. Among the 12 goals, 4 goals relate directly to children and the others are related to
the enabling environment for children (institutional, legal, natural and societal). Violence against
children is explicitly included in the SDGs, specifically Target 16.2, calling for an end to abuse,
exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children. The formulation of the
goals reflects the integrated approach considering the cross-cutting elements across the goals/targets
which balance three dimensions: the economic, the social and the environmental.

Conclusion
For some people, the Convention has privileged the family but it seems to ignore the importance of
the environment in which the child was born and should rather emphasize the parents' responsibility.
For others, the recognized personal rights to the child, especially those he or she can practice for
himself proprio motu (freedom of thought, religion, opinion, association, etc.) seem dangerous for
parents who probably may not be able to protect their children and guide their education. In fact, the
convention falls in either one or the other of these interpretations. It recognizes that the child has the
inherent rights to any person (right to a name, a nationality, must be respected in his/her integrity and
in his/her intimacy) even for him and not against anyone. Many of the child rights shall be exercised
by the parents as well as by the State. The child also has duties. He/she is a full member of a family.
By his/her very existence, he/she gives life and meaning to the family. The fact remains that a child
is a subject, not an object. Accordingly, development and protection of an enabling environment are
essential for the enjoyment of children of their rights and harmonious development during the cycles
of life. Building on dynamic child rights approach is key for promoting the family in any society.

4) UN, 2015
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Abstract
The world is still falling short in its promise and commitment to ensure the right to a safe childhood.
Growing up in poverty can be damaging to children’s physical, emotional and spiritual development,
and child poverty is a global issue and not just one for the developing world. But it is not enough.
Child well-being is multidimensional, relative to their changing living conditions and not only to
material resources or poverty. Its measurement, however, is a relatively new area of study.
Active measures are needed to support the psychological well-being of children and youth with
sensitivity to family situations (prevent violence, addictions and juvenile delinquency) and promote
school to work transitions and young adults’ economic security to facilitate family formation and
stability, particularly among those with insecure socio-economic resources.
Some key issues in the identification and promotion of children’s mental health and psychological
well-being are described, as well as how to deal with early childhood and in supporting parents to
provide the best environments for children. What can local authorities achieve by promoting the
social and emotional well-being and principles and recommendations for governments are also listed.

Introduction
Signed more than two thirds of a century ago, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ushered
in a civil rights revolution. But there was a fatal oversight: society’s youngest and most vulnerable —
children — were overlooked.1
Fifty years later, the Convention on the Rights of the Child tried to fill that gap “In all actions
concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of
law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration.” 2

1) Gordon Brown, ‘Children left out of Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ (The Boston Globe, 17 April 2016).
Former British prime minister Gordon Brown is the UN’s special envoy for global education.
2) Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 3.
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Countries should place the well-being of children at the top of their responses to the recession. Not
only is this a moral obligation but it is in the self-interest of societies. But 25 years after, the world
is still falling short in its promise and commitment to ensure the right to a safe childhood. We can
say that the Convention on the Rights of the Child worked to fill this void, the document remains a
statement of good intent rather than a blueprint for action.

Child poverty
Children who fail to meet the minimum acceptable standard of living for the nation where they live
are said to be poor. According to UNICEF, “children living in poverty are those who experience
deprivation of the material, spiritual and emotional resources needed to survive, develop and thrive,
leaving them unable to enjoy their rights, achieve their full potential or participate as full and equal
members of society”. 3
Growing up in poverty can be damaging to children’s physical, emotional and spiritual development.
However, child poverty is rarely differentiated from poverty in general and its special dimensions
are seldom recognized. Child poverty differs from adult poverty in that it has different causes
and effects, and the impact of poverty during childhood can have detrimental effects on children
which are irreversible. Poverty impacts more acutely on children than on adults because of their
vulnerability due to age and dependency. Poverty in childhood can cause lifelong cognitive and
physical impairment, where children become permanently disadvantaged and this in turn perpetuates
the cycle of poverty across generations. Therefore, investing in children is critical for achieving
equitable and sustainable human development.4
Child poverty is a global issue and not just one for the developing world. Too many children lack the
minimum material standards they need in the world’s richest countries. In a review of child wellbeing across 35 industrialized countries, UNICEF found that approximately 30 million children —
one child out of every eight across the OECD — are growing up poor.5
And there is an alarming consistency to the global problem: poverty rates are usually highest among
children, no matter which region or poverty measure is used.

Psychological well-being
Children well-being is multidimensional, relative to their changing living conditions and not only to
material resources or poverty. Complex interactions of the body, mind and emotions are involved. For

3) UNICEF, 2005 State of the World’s Children.
4) Sharmila Kurukulasuriya and Solrun Engilbertsdottir, ‘A Multidimensional Approach to Measuring Child Poverty’
(UNICEF, 2011).
5) ‘Measuring Child Poverty: New league tables of child poverty in the world’s rich countries’, Innocenti Re- port
Card 10 (UNICEF Office of Research 2012).
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the purposes of this paper, psychological well-being includes the ability to be autonomous, problemsolve, manage emotions, experience empathy, be resilient and attentive. It is different from emotional
well-being — this includes being happy and confident and not anxious or depressed — or social wellbeing — has good relationships with others and does not have behavioural problems, that is, they are
not disruptive, violent or a bully.6
The importance of psychological well-being in children and young people, for their healthy emotional,
social, physical, cognitive and educational development, is generally recognised. There is now
increasing evidence of the effectiveness of interventions to improve children’s and young people’s
resilience, promote mental health and treat mental health problems and disorders, including children
and young people with severe disorders who may need admission.
The measurement of child well-being, however, is a relatively new area of study and the overview
presented here remains a work in progress. Chief among its limitations is the fact that internationally
comparable data on children’s lives are not sufficiently timely. Between the collection of data
in a wide variety of different settings and their publication in quality-controlled, internationally
comparable form the time-lag is typically two to three years. Such a delay would be frustrating at the
best of times.7
For the time being, it must be accepted that data-lag is part of the entry price for international
comparisons of child well-being. And although national-level monitoring of children’s lives is the
more important task, UNICEF believes that international comparison can also play a part. It is
international comparison that can show what is achievable in the real world, highlight strengths and
weaknesses in individual countries, and demonstrate that child well-being is policy-susceptible. And
it is international comparison that can say to politicians, press and public everywhere. This is how
your performance in protecting children compares with the record of other nations at a similar level
of development.8
Debates about the validity of subjective well-being measures such as self-reported life satisfaction or
happiness have arguably dissipated in recent years, as policy makers in many countries have begun
to engage more openly and directly with such measures. However, understanding why, and in what
ways, policy makers might address low life satisfaction remains an issue.9

Measurement: key issues
We need active measures to support the psychological well-being of children and youth with
sensitivity to family situations (prevent violence, addictions and juvenile delinquency) and promote

6) National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (http://www.nice.org.uk/).
7) ‘Child well-being in rich countries A comparative overview’, Innocenti Report Card 11 (UNICEF Office of
Research 2014).
8) Ibidem.
9)‘Fairness for Children - A league table of inequality in child well-being in rich countries’, Innocenti Report Card 13
(UNICEF Office of Research 2016).
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school to work transitions and young adults’ economic security to facilitate family formation and
stability, particularly among those with insecure socio- economic resources.
Positive mental health in children is fundamental to their achievement of positive outcomes in life.
The following are key issues in the identification and promotion of children’s mental health and
psychological well-being.10
1. Belonging

Successfully achieving a sense of belonging in institutions, such as schools, can have a positive
impact on a range of important outcomes, including engagement with learning, emotional well-being
and happiness. A sense of ‘not belonging’ may lead to disaffection, disengagement from learning,
depression and anxiety. Where young people feel that they do not belong or where they are excluded,
they may be at greater risk of seeking a sense of belonging through anti-social groups, such as
gangs or extremist organisations. And where problems of engagement and belonging are a feature
of schools, these are likely to be manifested in increased risk of poor behaviour, poor attendance,
underachievement and bullying.
Any sense of social alienation is likely to undermine pupils’ engagement with learning and academic
progress. Belonging is a powerful psychological concept and many of the measures within this
booklet can help asses the extent to which a school can be defined as ‘inclusive’.
2. Distress

Common, transitory distress, even if severe, is a normal experience of childhood and usually does
not require professional help. Although usually temporary in nature, distress can however also
be more chronic and longstanding. Current estimates indicate that one in ten children and young
people aged between 5 and 16 years in the UK experience symptoms which cause them considerable
psychological distress. In some cases, long term outcomes can be serious and without intervention,
these difficulties can persist into adulthood with considerable implications for the individual, those
close to them and wider society.
Interventions however can be successful if individuals are identified and assessed early, including
high and enduring levels of anxiety, depression and other internalising problems, such as phobias,
social anxiety and disturbed mood states.
3. Enjoyment

Empowering children to enjoy their childhood and school life is an aim that should be upheld by
all those who work with children. There are certain expectations in relation to ‘enjoyment’ and the
duty to promote the well-being of their pupils. Whilst objective indicators are available to assess
attendance, standards of behaviour and rates of further education, they can do little to confirm
subjective levels of enjoyment.
Based on the three main psychological constructs of enjoyment and happiness — subjective wellbeing, life satisfaction and quality of life — the measures included tap into the positive experiences
of present happiness, past contentment and satisfaction, and future hope and optimism.
10)Measures of Children’s Mental Health & Psychological Well-being (http://www.childrensmentalhealth. co.uk/ )
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4. Healthy Living

Health promotion has become a hot topic, particularly for schools, and research has consistently
demonstrated that healthy living is associated with positive outcomes. For children and young people,
healthy living is important for healthy growth, cognitive development and psychological well-being,
and habits learnt during childhood often continue into later life. There is a also positive relationship
between diet and regular physical activi- ty with social skills, positive self-esteem and good quality
peer relationships.
In line with the many national programmes developed to improve children’s outcomes, the measures
provided in this booklet aim to address a range of behaviours associated with ‘healthy living’
including sleeping, eating, physical activity, leisure activities and risk- taking.
5. Resilience

Resilience is not simply putting up with life’s adversities, or being able to cope with them – it is the
capacity to get up after being pushed over and to tolerate great challenges without breaking down
under the strain they impose. School life can offer vulnerable pupils a wide range of opportunities to
boost resilience, such as acting as a secure base, helping to developing self-esteem and self-efficacy,
and providing constructive contact with peers and supportive adults.
The resilient child can be viewed as having a sense of self-esteem and confidence, possessing a
repertoire of social problem solving approaches and being imbued with a sense of self-efficacy and
belief. Unsurprisingly, many psychologists and teachers find the concept of ‘resilience’ both practical
and engaging, offering a real and alternative destination for vulnerable children.
6. Responsiveness

‘Responsiveness’ is a term used to describe the range of behaviours that children must show to
successfully participate in activities with their peers and other individuals in a prosocial way.
Empathy, altruism, self awareness and relationship skills are all facets of responsiveness.
Responsiveness is of increasing interest and importance to professionals as it has been linked
with academic success, positive mental health and well-being, and improved peer relationships.
Conversely, children with social and emotional difficulties face associated difficulties with their
peers, an increased rate of conduct problems and risk for other mental health problems, including
anxiety, depression and later substance use.
Promoting the social and emotional development and well-being of children is a key responsibility
for schools.
7. Social Behaviour

A child’s psychological well-being can be great enhanced by the breadth of quality of their social
relationships. The behaviours that children display towards other children, their feelings about
themselves and their sense of self-worth (particularly in school) can all reveal valuable indicators of
their overall mental health and well-being. Social behaviour also plays a huge role in the classroom
and can both aid and hinder learning and progress.

26

The role of the family
Often, low-income families have few possibilities of improving their living conditions. Individuals
do not choose to live in poverty and they struggle to make ends meet. Blaming them for being
inadequate or lazy is insensitive and pointless. In many cases they come from a background and
culture of poverty and many of their children are disadvantaged in their upbringing.
Therefore, a certain focus on poverty is acceptable because it is a prominent and agreed international
measure of family living standards. It can be used to monitor how families fare now, and due to
its comparability across countries over time, it is a powerful out- come measure for detailed policy
evaluations of the success of government efforts to support families, which facilitates lesson-drawing
between countries in terms of what works.
There is also a good deal of evidence on the links between a range of negative family outcomes and
experiences of poverty. Evidence across developed countries generally agrees that children from
poor households are more likely to grow up poor, experience unemployment, to have lower levels of
education, and to experience a range of poor health outcomes and engage more often in many risk
factors. Poverty has been linked to family breakdown, parental (particularly maternal) depression,
social exclusion, and the take up of publically provided family services.
Many reports have outlined the extensive evidence on how unmitigated stress changes children’s
brain development in ways that don’t prepare them well for today’s knowledge economy. If we wish
to fight crime, poverty, disease or any number of societal woes, the research points straight to the
root of these issues. That root is found in early childhood and in supporting parents to provide the
best environments for children.
Multivariate analyses reveal that the father-adolescent relationship has an independent impact on
adolescents’ psychological well-being beyond the mother-adolescent relationship. Comparatively,
the magnitude of effect was similar for mothers and fathers on sons’ and daughters’ well-being.
Examining the dynamic nature of parent-adolescent relations through time revealed that adolescents
have more volatile relations with fathers than with mothers. Changes in adolescent’s satisfaction
with the father-adolescent relationship significantly influence fluctuations in son’s and daughter’s
psychological well-being; this effect persists after controlling for changes in mother-adolescent
relationships. These findings underscore fathers’ unique direct contribution to their children’s psychological well-being.11

The role of local autorithies
What can local authorities achieve by promoting the social and emotional well-being of children and
young people? 12

11)Tami M. Videon, ‘Do Dads Matter?’ (Rutgers University and Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Mon- tefiore
Medical Center).
12)Cf. National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (http://www.nice.org.uk/).
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1. Improve the population’s health and well-being

Social and emotional well-being is influenced by a range of factors, from individual make- up and
family background to the community within which people live and society at large.
Social and emotional well-being provides personal competencies (such as emotional resil- ience,
self-esteem and interpersonal skills) that help to protect against risks relating to social disadvantage,
family disruption and other adversity in life. Such competencies provide building blocks for personal
development which will enable children and young people to take advantage of life chances.
2. Reduce mental health problems in children and young people

Evidence shows that poor social and emotional well-being predicts a range of negative outcomes
in adolescence and adulthood. For example, negative parenting and poor quality family or school
relationships place children at risk of poor mental health. Early intervention in childhood can help
reduce physical and mental health problems and prevent social dysfunction being passed from one
generation to the next.
Recent surveys of mental health identified that 10% of children and young people aged 5– 16 had
a clinically diagnosed mental disorder. Older children (aged 11–16 years) were more likely than
younger children (aged 5–10) to be diagnosed as such (12% compared with 8%).13
3. Improve social and economic outcomes

For children and young people with poor social, emotional and psychological health there is an
increased likelihood of poor social and economic outcomes, in both the short- and long-term.
For example, children with behavioural problems are more likely to leave school with no
qualifications, become teenage parents, experience relationship or marital problems and experience
unemployment in adulthood.14
4. Reduce demand on services

For children and young people with poor social, emotional and psychological health there is an
increased likelihood of criminal behaviour and higher risk behaviours such as substance misuse,
lower levels of social interaction and poor mental health, outcomes which may continue into
adulthood.
5. Promote educational attainment and reduce bullying and risk-taking behaviour among
pupils

The emotional well-being of children and young people is enhanced through building self- esteem
and self-efficacy, reducing bullying behavior and risk-taking behaviours, and supporting the
development of social and emotional skills. This may also improve all pupils’ interest in their
learning, lead to better school attendance and improve attainment.

13)‘Mental health of children and young people in Great Britain, 2004’ (Health & Social Care Information Centre, 2005).
14)‘Outcomes of conduct problems in adolescence: 40 year follow-up of national cohort’ (British Medical Journal, 2009).
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Recommendations for governments
The complex and varied policy frameworks found in rich countries mean that many different
pathways for reducing bottom-end inequality exist. But research suggests that children do better,
families do better, and countries do better when nations invest in early childhood programs. The
following principles and recommendations for governments should be considered in strengthening
child well-being: 15
1. Protect the incomes of households with the poorest children

Boosting employment opportunities for parents, implementing progressive taxation and effective
service provision all have a role to play. However, it is evident that large income gaps tend to go hand
in hand with less extensive social transfer systems.
2. Focus on improving the educational achievements of disadvantaged learners

The Convention on the Rights of the Child requires recognition not just of the right to education,
but also “achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity”. This means
preventing children from failing far behind in their educational achievement. Evidence from the PISA
surveys shows that there is no inevitable trade-off between reducing achievement gaps and overall
outcomes.16
3. Promote and support healthy lifestyles for all children

Promoting healthy lifestyles at an early age is likely to pay short- and long-term dividends, but the
fact that such large relative child health gaps exist in many countries is a cause for concern. This
is particularly so for inequalities in physical activity, given that these seem more tightly bound to
inequalities in income. This would suggest that there is particular scope for governments to do more to
open up opportunities for less affluent children to participate in physical activity in and out of school.
Evidence from the European Union statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC) shows that
low income is a barrier to participation in extra-curricular activities in European schools.17
4. Take subjective well-being seriously

Data gathered over a period of more than 10 years for the Health Behaviour in School- aged Children
(HBSC) survey show stable patterns of inequality in children’s life satisfaction.18 While this stability
confirms that subjective well-being data reveal meaningful information about children’s lives in
rich countries, the fact that some countries have had persistently large gaps is a cause for concern.
Moreover, the findings that children with low life satisfaction are more likely to be exposed to risky
health behaviours and outcomes underlines the fact that subjective well-being also matters for health
and education.
5. Place equity at the heart of child well-being agendas

The leave-no-one-behind principle should form the foundation of future social strategies. The
15)‘Fairness for Children - A league table of inequality in child well-being in rich countries’, Innocenti Report Card
13 (UNICEF Office of Research 2016).
16)Cf. http://www.oecd.org/pisa/.
17)Cf. http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/microdata/european-union-statistics-on-income-and-living-conditions.
18)Cf. http://www.hbsc.org/.
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evidence suggests that to improve overall child well-being the most disadvantaged must not be
ignored. Better monitoring and measurement of child well-being. Producing better data for informed
public debate and a more comprehensive picture of child well-being is essential.
6. Improve the availability, timeliness and usefulness of information about the well-being of
children in rich countries

As part of this process, governments and national statistical agencies should continue to work together
more closely to harmonize surveys, wherever possible, in order to allow for fruitful crossnational
comparison of child well-being outcomes and to foster cross-national policy learning.
7. Data sets should track children through different stages of their life

Such analysis is particularly powerful for an exploration of the temporality of child well-being
and the factors that shape child well-being. Governments should increase their support for these
longitudinal data sources.
8. Children’s voices should be built into data-collection processes

While children’s voices are heard more clearly than ever before, further efforts can still be made
to capture childderived measures of well-being more systematically and to under- stand better the
particular contexts in which child well-being improves and worsens. Children need to be able to
shape the questions asked in surveys of their own lives and well-being.
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ABSTRACT
The National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) represents the current health insurance policy that is in
effect in Nigeria. It was established under Act 35 of 1999 and aims at providing easy access to healthcare
for all Nigerians at an affordable cost. The scheme also claims commitment to securing universal
coverage and access to adequate and affordable healthcare for Nigerians. Since its commencement
in 2005 many have enrolled and are beneficiaries of the scheme; however the close to 7.5 million
enrolees presently being publicised by the NHIS represent a paltry 5% of the Nigerian population. The
implementation mechanism ensures that only a tiny percentage of Nigerians are currently benefitting
from the scheme, leaving the most vulnerable part of the society without adequate healthcare. This
paper considers the Nigerian child as one of the vulnerable groups not properly being accommodated by
the scheme and considers the moral implication of having a scheme that denies children a fundamental
right under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It argues that the healthcare needs of the country
deserve more than the 3.5% budgetary allocation it is currently managing and that inadequacy and poor
access to healthcare facilities for this vulnerable group places a moral dent on the policy implementation
mechanism and calls for a national outcry.

Introduction
Globally, the burden of premature deaths lies with children, adolescents and pregnant women, with
over a third of all premature deaths occurring among these groups from preventable causes. The
statistics are worse for developing countries and sub-Saharan Africa has the poorest worldwide (WHO,
2015). According to UNICEF (2016a), “Every minute one child under the age of 1 dies in Nigeria,
while 5 women die every hour in childbirth. Many of these deaths are from preventable causes, such
as pneumonia, malaria and diarrhoea in the case of children, and excessive bleeding and infection in
the case of maternal deaths.” This observation, painful as it may be, does not represent adequately the
abysmal health situation of the country. To make the situation clearer, Nigeria has a life expectancy of
54.5 (at birth) with an infant mortality rate of 72.7 per 1000 which ranks 10th in the world (WHO, 2016;
Brinkhoff, 2016). Similarly, the 2013 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) in Nigeria revealed that
12% of Nigerians are likely to die between age 15 and 50 (NPC, 2014). In a country of 165 million +,
this is a staggering statistic. International comparative data show that Nigeria’s immunisation coverage
rates are among the worst in the world (Folakemi, 2012). In addition to this, the ratio of skilled health
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personnel to patients ranks one of the lowest in the world at 1.95 per 1000 (WHO, 2016). Despite the
general poor state of health in the country, the disparity between the rich and poor with regard to access
to quality health and the outrageous majority of the poor over the rich means that the vast majority of
Nigerians do not enjoy good health maintenance.
While there are many perspectives to any discussion on Nigeria’s health system, including policy,
practice and other germane areas, this paper focuses on equity in access to quality care as an area
needing urgent attention if our moral obligation to the Nigerian child should be fulfilled. In the annual
publication of The State of the World’s Children, UNICEF stresses the importance of the equity
imperative when it declared, “This report contends that our new targets for children cannot be achieved
unless we make the most disadvantaged children a priority, shifting policies, programmes and public
spending to promote greater equity” (UNICEF, 2016b, p. 3). The disparity in access and quality of care
in Nigeria, therefore, needs to be of greater concern to the nation in order to meet this equity challenge.
This paper argues that the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) represents an available tool to
ensure Universal Health Coverage (UHC) for the Nigerian child, but contends that this scheme currently
perpetrates the inequalities of access and quality care for children in Nigeria as a vulnerable group. It
approaches the discussion from the angle of rights of children under the Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) and advocates a policy shift in the approach towards making healthcare available to
children in Nigeria in order to meet the demands of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

An overview of the impact of NHIS in Nigeria
The National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) was first proposed to parliament in Nigeria in 1962,
which was designed to provide health services in the Lagos area through salaried doctors. The bill
proposing it failed through many factors including the failure of the Nigerian Medical Association (NMA)
to support it (Awosika, 2005). The idea, after suffering many setbacks over the years following, was
resuscitated in 1988 under the Minister of Health Prof. Ransome-Kuti, which led to the Eronini Report
of 1989 that served as a template for the present scheme. However, the scheme was foiled by lack of
political will by successive governments and professional rivalry among stakeholders (Awosika, 2005).
It was with decree 35 of 1999 that definite progress towards establishing the scheme started and the
scheme was eventually launched in 2005 under the Minister of Health Eyitayo Lambo. Act 35 (1999)
itself stated the aim of establishing the scheme as “… ensuing access to good health care services to
every Nigerian and protecting Nigerian families from financial hardship of huge medical bills.”
The specific objectives of the NHIS include:
1. The universal provision of healthcare in Nigeria.
2. To control/reduce arbitrary increase in the cost of health care services in Nigeria.
3. To protect families from high cost of medical bills.
4. To ensure equality in the distribution of healthcare service cost across income groups.
5. To ensure high standard of healthcare delivery to beneficiaries of the scheme.
6. To boost private sector participation in healthcare delivery in Nigeria.
7. To ensure adequate and equitable distribution of healthcare facilities within the country.
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8. To ensure that primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare providers are equitably patronised in
the federation.
9. To maintain and ensure adequate flow of funds for the smooth running of the scheme and the
healthcare sector in general (FGN, 1999; Agba, Ushie & Osuchuckwu, 2010; NHIS, 2012)
In order to cater for different segments of the society, the scheme developed various programmes
designed to attend to the peculiarities of these segments. They include:
a. The Formal Sector Social Health Insurance Programme (FSSHIP) designed for the public sector,
organised private sector, armed forces, police and other uniformed services.
b. The Voluntary Contributor Social Health Insurance Programme (VCSHIP) designed for people
who can afford to pay for their health insurance, but are not under any of the groups in ‘a’ above.
Examples include wealthy businessmen and women with staff strength of less than ten, active
self-employed individuals, retirees who wish to continue under NHIS, political office holders,
and foreigners living in Nigeria etc.
c. Tertiary Institutions Social Health Insurance Programme (TISHIP) under the informal sector,
designed to cater for health needs of students in tertiary institutions.
d. Community Based Social Health Insurance Programme (CBSHIP), also under the informal
sector, designed for a cohesive group of households/individuals or occupation-based groups.
e. Public Primary Pupils Social Health Insurance Programme (PPPSHIP), also under the informal
sector, targeting children between age 6 and 12 from middle and lower socio-economic levels
who are less likely to have health insurance.
f. Vulnerable Group Social Health Insurance Programme (VGSHIP) targeting persons who, due to
their physical status (including age), cannot engage in any meaningful economic activity. This
group includes the physically challenged persons (PCPSHIP), prison inmates (PISHIP), children
under five (CUFSHIP), pregnant women and the aged (NHIS, 2016).
Conveniently however, the programmes are generally categorised under the formal sector programmes,
informal sector programmes and vulnerable groups’ programmes (Awosika, 2005; Aderounmu, 2013).
Payment of beneficiary contribution for each of these groups vary, with those in the formal sector (under
the Federal Government) paying 1.75% of their consolidated salary while government pays 3.25% and
their counterparts in the private sector and other tiers of government paying 5% while employer pays
10%. In the informal sector, the contributions range from free access in the case of PPPSHIP and full
payment in the case of CBSHIP with the NHIS, civil society groups and respective state governments
sharing the burden of health cost for groups benefiting from interventions; while the vulnerable groups
are to be catered for from a Vulnerable groups fund (NHIS, 2016).
However, the biggest news about NHIS is the extent of coverage and the insignificant number of
participants in these programmes. Various comparative data show that most of the participants fall
under the formal sector, with the Federal government workers being the majority of beneficiaries as only
two states, Cross River and Bauchi, have started enrolling the state government workers. As it stands,
the total number of people enrolled under the NHIS is less than 5% of the population of Nigerians
comprising largely of those in the formal sector to the exclusion of the majority informal sector of the
nation’s economy (Usaroh, 2012; Ilesanmi & Ige, 2013; Innocent, Uche & Uche, 2014).
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Eleven years after its launch, the NHIS programmes have not made healthcare more accessible to the
vast majority of Nigerians. It has utterly failed to adequately meet the core of its specific objectives as
identified above; instead, through pursuing the objective of private sector participation, it has caused
competition in provision of healthcare at the level of better care for those who can afford (Fonda, 2009
in Riman & Akpan, 2012). Issues that have constituted obstacles to good healthcare distribution seem
to have caught up with the NHIS, that is, focusing health provision on the more privileged in the society.
The well-known poor state of the Primary Health Care clinics (PHCs) in the rural areas ensures that the
most economically disadvantaged members of the Nigerian society are also those whose health is most
neglected. One can argue that the NHIS, rather than bridging the gap in health provision between the
privileged and less privileged members of society, perpetrates it.
In an online survey carried out by Phillips Consulting, it was found that “Enrolment to the service
(NHIS) is strongest in those who are employed (96%), married (70%) and those who earn above N100,
000 monthly” (Phillips Consulting, p. 11). Moreover, over 89% of current enrolees are funded by their
employer (the Federal Government). Since the population of public sector workers, who are currently
enrolled under the NHIS, are city dwellers (as Federal Government employees tend to be), it leaves the
rural dwellers, who constitute over 50% of the nation’s population, the informal sector workers (including
city-dwelling traders, farmers, artisans), who constitute over 70% of the Nigerian population and other
segments of the society, still poorly cared for under NHIS (Titus, Adebisola & Adeniji, 2015).
It is appalling to note that the total health expenditure of government in Nigeria, falls extremely short of
the 15% of total annual budgetary allocations recommended by the World Bank and the African Union
or the 5% of total GDP recommended by WHO. Public funding for health care suffers a budgetary
allocation of <5% which accounts for a meagre 20 –30 % of total healthcare expenditure in Nigeria
(Riman & Akpan, 2012; Glory & Kevin, 2014; Titus, Adebisola & Adeniji, 2015). The percentage of this
that goes into health financing for treatments under the NHIS is minute amidst other health needs like
provision of facilities and their maintenance, provision of essential drugs and equipment etc. This means
that most Nigerians rely on out-of-pocket payments (OOP) to access healthcare. Riman and Akpan (2012)
contend that,
… “excessive reliance on the ability to pay through Out-Of-Pocket payment (OOP) reduces health
care consumption, exacerbates the already inequitable access to quality care, and exposes households
to the financial risk of expensive illness at a time when there are both affordable and effective health
financing instruments to address such problems in low income settings… Summarily, it could be argued
that the system of health care financing in Nigeria is disproportionate, such that, it pushes the burden and
risk of obtaining health services to the poor” (p. 298).

With this in mind, one cannot but ask whether it is morally justifiable to spend more on the health
of the more privileged than on the health of the less privileged as is currently the focus of NHIS. If
better facilities and economic power are available to the public sector workers, because of location and
occupation, shouldn’t government create a balance by specifically targeting the most disadvantaged
members of society?
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Poor and disparate access to child health maintenance
The United Nations’ Convention on the Right of the Child (CRC), describes a child as, “… any human
being below the age of eighteen years.” This description is also adopted by the Child’s Rights Act (CRA)
of Nigeria which aims at domesticating the provisions of the CRC. In 2002, before the launch of the
NHIS, Policy project, sponsored by USAID and the Nigerian Government, observed that,
“Child survival in Nigeria is threatened by nutritional deficiencies and illnesses, particularly malaria,
diarrhoeal diseases, acute respiratory infections (ARI), and vaccine preventable diseases (VPD), which
account for the majority of morbidity and mortality in childhood… There is the need for an enabling
environment through well-articulated policies, projects, and programmes to ensure wholesome
development of Nigerian children and enhance the quality of life” (p. 1).

This observation, among others, helped shape the health policy regarding children in the NHIS and as
such considered children as a vulnerable group.
Under Nigeria’s health scheme as described above, children, as described by the Convention, fall under
various categories as Children can be found under the VGSHIP, PPPSHIP, TISHIP, CBSHIP and as
dependants under the FSSHIP, but we can say that they are specifically targeted under the VGSHIP and
PPPSHIP. However, the policy plan to cater for children as a vulnerable group has never fully taken off
due to many factors including the lack of dedicated funds for the VGSHIP and PPPSHIP. Children under
all programmes of the NHIS can only access health care as dependants. The operational guidelines
of the NHIS, stipulates under the package for vulnerable groups, Children Under Five Social Health
Insurance Programme (CUFSHIP), that children can access healthcare on the following condition, “Four
biological Children under the age of five (5) years whose parents are participating in either
Rural Community Social Health Insurance Programme (RCSHIP) or Urban Self Employed Social
Health Insurance Programme (USESHIP)” (NHIS, 2005, p. 90). This condition, which is multiplied in
all NHIS provision for children, draws out many questions about the nation’s obligation towards the
children. While it actually calls up the question of how many children a person is legitimately allowed to
have, it also brings to fore the differences between children whose parents can pay a premium and those
whose parents cannot afford to. With a high child mortality rate and a majority poor population (about
66%), conditioning children’s access to vital healthcare under NHIS means that health insurance is
currently not available to the majority of Nigerian children. With 9% of children categorised as orphans
or vulnerable due to illnesses among household members (NPC, 2014), an injustice is being perpetrated
by conditioning healthcare for them on the enrolment of their parents. Preconditioning health insurance
for children is therefore necessarily discriminatory because of the deficiency in access to quality health
maintenance in Nigeria for the poorer segments of society and the inability of most Nigerians to meet
the conditions. Moreover, when the economic capacity of parents is made a precondition for the health
access of children, children suffer without fault.
Children are further discriminated based on access and quality of care because of the lopsided distribution
of healthcare services available to children in the urban and rural areas. In Nigeria, statistics show that
the needs of children in the urban and rural areas are so diverse because of availability of infrastructure
and the failure of the primary health care (PHC) system that the question of equity in health provision
becomes even more relevant (Adeoti & Adeniyi, 2013). Ethically, it stands to reason that if the system
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cannot guarantee equal access because of the concentration of health services in urban areas, it lacks
the moral justification to restrict access to needy children simply because their parents have not enrolled
into the scheme.
The disconnection between the policy provisions of healthcare for children and available health practices
means that government provision for child health is ineffective. This realisation has necessitated various
intervention programmes by international and concerned stakeholders in world health, to intervene
directly in the health of the Nigerian child. For instance, in 2008 the NHIS launched a pilot health
project, NHIS/MDG maternal and child health project, with funding from the World Bank, to fight
maternal and child mortality. It had two phases with each phase covering a population of 100, 000 in
six states (totalling 600, 000 beneficiaries in each phase). This project provided primary healthcare
for enrolled children from birth till age 5 years and primary and secondary health care for all enrolled
women through pregnancy and up to six weeks after child birth (Briscombe & McGreevey, 2010). As
laudable as this effort is, it still catered for only 1,200, 000 women and children, which when compared
to the fact that children form more than 47% of the Nigerian population, and that women are half of the
population of the country, is an insignificant number if the target is Universal Health Coverage (NPC,
2014). Other intervention programmes of similar nature have also been carried out by international
donor agencies and non-governmental organisations including USAID/BASICS programme to monitor
the nutrition of children in Nassarawa and Akwa-Ibom states.

Ethics of healthcare provision: a case for the Nigerian child
Ethics in healthcare has had a long period of evolution. From the preliminary determination of the
duties of the medical professional towards the patients as the foundation of healthcare ethics found in
the Hippocratic Oath, other issues of Medicare like confidentiality, disclosure of medical conditions of
patients that are harmful to society, patients’ rights, rights of healthcare workers, policy of distribution
have entered the discussions on medical ethics. Gabr (n.d) writes,
“A new ethical dilemma developed because of the growing gap between health needs and available
health resources. The concept of health ethics was broadened to what is sometimes referred to as "health
policy ethics". This would cover such issues as health policy priorities, cost effectiveness, coverage,
quality, delivery and research. Ethics moved from being a personal matter limited to the satisfaction or
dissatisfaction of the individual to a social matter dealing with the mental and social wellbeing of the
people” (p. 2).

Provision of health to children in Nigeria rightly falls under what is referred to as health policy ethics
with the ethical principle of prominence being equity. The principle of equity in healthcare implies
that services are accessible on the basis of need rather than on geographical location or ability to pay.
This principle requires that in distributing health services, specific targets should be made to cater
for the need of patients such that, for instance, where sanitation is a primary health hazard, we do not
concentrate on building specialist hospitals first. It also requires special attention to disadvantaged
groups since any promise of free access to healthcare is ineffective to the extent that the services turn
out to be unavailable or of poor quality (Harkin, 2001, WHO, 2013).
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The existence of inequalities in health access and provision is a worldwide phenomenon. Inequalities are
found not only in Africa or sub-Saharan Africa but in many European countries as well as Asian and
American (North and South). Huber, Stanciole, Wahlbeck, Tamsma, Torres, Jelfs and Brmner (2008)
reporting on a European Commission research, observe that
“Using a sample of 13 (European) countries, Doorslaer and Koolman (2004) found that significant
inequalities in health favouring the higher income groups emerge in all countries. They also show that
health inequality is not merely a reflection of income inequality, but is mainly related to other factors,
especially the relative health and income position of retired and disabled people” (p. 18).

This is not different from the situation of inequalities found in Nigeria and other African countries, and
the implementation of the NHIS shows how healthcare policies continue to perpetrate them. Particularly
as they apply to the health of children who must be identified as a vulnerable group, health access
even borders on discrimination against the poor and rural children. Adeoti and Adeniyi (2013) note
that, “Incidence analysis suggests that public spending in health and education benefits the non-poor
disproportionately. For example, NDHS, (2008) reported that only 4.8 percent of children living
in households in the poorest quintile are fully vaccinated, while 52.7 percent of children living
in households in the richest quintile have received all recommended vaccinations.” Hence, there is
strong reason to call for a moral re-evaluation of the policies guiding healthcare provision.
This paper contends that the best way to deal with the inequalities found in society, which will always
exist, is to turn towards equity. Nigeria needs to stand up and meet the equity challenge by reorganising
healthcare provision to be equitable. In order to equitably reorganise healthcare provision to the
Nigerian child, inequities must be dealt with in the various levels that they exist to hamper Universal
Health Coverage for children. Starting from identifying inequalities, policy makers must consider the
disadvantaged and drive policies towards their complete inclusion. Any health policy or provision
package that fails to provide for even a single disadvantaged person must therefore be seen as morally
intolerable (WHO, 2013).
The following can be identified as inequities that need to be addressed in availing healthcare benefits to
the Nigerian child:
a. Inequities in establishing laws and policies: as a policy direction, the NHIS guidelines should be
able to introduce a differential which would help bridge the gap between the high income urban
dwellers and the disadvantaged majority. The 2013 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)
observed that the concentration of the wealthy is in the city as shown in table 1 below.
As table 1 shows 43% of urban dwellers are in the highest quintile of wealth compared to 5% in
the rural areas. Yet the Gini coefficient, which measures the wealth distribution among all people
in the area shows that the difference between the richest and poorest city dwellers in terms of
wealth distribution is not much (at 0.18) compared to the difference among rural dwellers (at 0.35),
with 0 being equal distribution and 1 being totally unequal distribution. This realisation should
inform NHIS that in order to equitably provide health services, targeting the most disadvantaged
requires committing more funds towards alleviating the health cost of rural dwellers. The
distribution of wealth among the regions also speaks for itself.
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Table 1: Percentage distribution of population by wealth quintiles and the Gini coefficient according
to residence and regions in Nigeria, 2013

Source: Nigeria Demographic and health survey 2013

b. Inequities in infrastructural distribution and service provision: analysing the distribution of
health facilities across the geo-political zones, Audu, Ojua, Ishor and Abari (2013) observed that,
All the private hospitals are located in urban centres where anticipated profit accumulation is the basic
aim for establishment from the first instance. For example, the South-West that have a more urban
outlook than rural has more general hospitals. Furthermore, tertiary hospitals are located more in the
South-West, South-East and South-South also with a more urban than rural settlements. This urban
– rural and geopolitical zone dichotomy is a capitalist ideology of demand and supply with profit
accumulation as the base and therefore has tremendous influence on the structural distribution
of health care facilities.

Government facilities cannot afford to follow such a capitalist ideology of demand and supply
when providing essential care for vulnerable children. Therefore, greater effort needs to be put in
place to defeat the dichotomy.
c. Inequities in economic abilities and social status: studies also show that children of parents
with low economic abilities succumb more to infant mortality than those of parents with better
economic ability. Table 2 below explains more.
As Table 2 shows more children die when their mothers have had no education than when they
have had some education. The difference of 52 between primary education and no education and
89 between secondary school and no education tells a lot about how the socio-economic status of
the mother contributes towards child mortality. The difference of the infant and neonatal mortality
rates between the lowest wealth quintile and the highest quintile also corresponds with this
conclusion. This shows that in order to bring down the child mortality rates in Nigeria, deliberate
effort must be made to target segments of the society that rank low in the socio-economic ladder.
Equity demands that policies that prefer them be made to save the Nigerian child.
Several other forms of inequalities exist, calling for corresponding demands for equity. Progress in child
healthcare must continually seek such inequalities and address them with equitable provisions. With
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Table 2: Early childhood mortality rates by socio economic characteristics

Source: Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey, 2013

the stark challenge of Universal Health Coverage for children staring Nigeria in the face, the country’s
health policy and its implementation mechanism must look beyond the common Bismarck, Beveridge,
Out-of-Pocket models or even the current National Health Insurance Scheme to a policy that makes
healthcare available without condition to children. If Nigeria should give children the right to health, it
must do so for all children, without condition.

Conclusion
The goal of Universal Health Coverage is a noble goal which Nigeria cannot afford to neglect. The
direction of health provision, especially perpetrated by the current health distribution policies and
the NHIS implementation framework in particular, leaves more to be desired. Commitment towards
taking Nigeria out of the circle of nations who do not have a serious commitment towards growth and
development must start with investment in the children. No child will be able to contribute the best
of his potentials and live a life that is full and productive without good health. The equity demand
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is therefore a challenge to the morality of Nigeria’s leaders and policy framers as well as to agencies
saddled with the responsibility of implementing health policies, to leave all other considerations aside
for once and truly take care of the health of children in Nigeria.
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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to scrutinize home visit`s significance and necessity with parent’s
communication for student’s academically, socially and spiritually enhancement. This is a qualitative
research, the field study and based on literature review. For sake of better academic success and
positive change on student’s academic, social life, school officials and teachers should be familiar with
parent’s general situation and children in every respect. It is very crucial for educator to be attentive
about parents’ attitude towards their children in family environment. Status of the child at home and
communication type set by parents are two of the major factors that affect student’s success. Through
family centered socialization process, children gain some skills and manners through which he/she
draws a way that he must pursue. Therefore, it is very important that of family life`s support for child`s
school life. Home visit is one of the indispensable guidance and environment relation activity of a
school to the society for to accomplish its various commitments. Thus, schools must include home visit
program in their respective activity calendar.

Introduction
Schools are the institutions which are recognized with their formal and informal sides. Formal sides
are always valued and assessed with its academic and educational endeavors. Through formal side, of
students learn science and become cognizant about life situations. Many of educational activities are
operated per rules and regulations established by the legislatives. Teachers, facilitators and other school
personals are expected to follow those ordonnances to accomplish educational goals. Informal side
of schools are generally not written and bases on general acceptance by stakeholders; administrators,
teachers, students, parents and environment. Parents and professionals can have different kinds of
role relationships that have a direct impact on the learning and socialization that occurs during extracurricular activities and home visit as well. Schein (1992) sited that, home visit is a learning culture that
contains a core shared assumption that the environmental context in which the organization exists is to
some degree manageable.
The role of informal side of school may have lifetime impact on any individual who attends regular
school environment. People earn their social and human capitals in schools. Socialization most of time
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occur outside classroom as being part of peer groups. While school prepare students as future citizens
of the nation, parents also take role in helping them become more social individuals. Therefore, school
must in contact with parents in the process of child’s academic, mental and social progress. To reach
common goals, school and family must have consensus, unity of action and close relationship (Doğru,
2005). School leaders must take into consideration both formal and informal sides of the school together.
School commitment is not only to give contemporary education in regular school setup but also to
provide medium of communication to guide parents about what can be done at home relevant with what
students learnt in school.
Venue of parents-teacher communication take place in various ways. If school is the initial place for
parties to meet, the second place is unquestionably outside school activities and home visits. An added
benefit of a positive parent-teacher and student relationship is that it improves the likelihood that
students will be more successful in their academic achievements, social behaviors, and more likely
to stay in school and develop into a competent adult (Brooks 2006; Chapman, 2003; Learning First
Alliance, 2001). Parents those who show close relationship to their children’s growth are also very
particular on child’s academic success; positive behavior, habits and readiness to establish a healthy
communication with school. School management and teacher should motivate those parents to take
part in school activities to empower their connection with school. Parents are the pivotal people who
know well and have close and intense relation with children. Some parents may be totally inattentive
to their children’s school life. It is hard to establish communication with such parents. And those kinds
of parents may never consult an expert when they encounter any problem related their children. Rather
they may consult unprofessional people in their daily communications.
There are a lot of noticeable development in participating education. But parent’s participation
in education system is not in desired level (Yılmaz, 2006). Thus, school leaders and teachers and
facilitators must seek various way to get parents` attention and support for their child development. For
effective communication, teacher must well know parents’ family structure and analyze it according
parents` social impact on their child. To know parents’ view about the child, compare child’s attitude
both in school and at home, to determine known and unknown attitudes of her/him provide a lot of
amenities to the teachers to act properly in the process of handling a student. Thus, v arious activities
must be organized to establish quality communication between school and parent. Numerous research
articles cite that improvements observed in student behavior and academic success when something as
simple as a home visit is implemented (Wherry, 2009). Students whose teachers visit them at home are
more likely to follow any given academic instruction in or outside of the classroom. Student`s respect
will increase to their teachers when they see their parents` communication with teachers in a warm
ambiance. Such approaches may motivate students to build quality relation with teachers and school as
well.
During home visits, teachers shows how child can use to support his concept development in home
affairs. Teacher may also observe parents and child at home if child implements what he learnt in
school. Teacher can guide parents how to collaborate with child at home. (Çelik, 2005: 68). Parents will
feel more responsible when teacher shares his expectation from parents and child. Child gains selfconfidence through working with his parents at home affairs which let him to become more responsible
individual. This kind of child will feel more powerful and social among his peers.
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Family is the first place for child`s socialization. In the process of home visit activities educators must
observe parents’ attitudes towards child`s actions at home. Parents involvement to child`s academic and
social progress is ensured through quality communication and home visit. Sometimes maladaptation
of family may reflect on child`s personality and point of view for actualities. Maladaptation might
be parents` negative school experience in the past. T he interrelatedness of the various contexts that
surround the child and family implies that ongoing decisions will impact long-term quality of life issues
(Winton & Bailey, 1994). U
 nder such circumstances, to be part of the child’s learning and development,
families must be supported and must participate in educational matters (Berk, 1997; Bowes, 2000;
Bowes and Hayes, 1999). Some of attitudes of child may be effected from families` either wrong or
sound continual practice. A purposeful home visit will provide substantial portraiture for teacher’s
further approaches towards concerned child`s academic progress and socialization. Thus, visitors first
aim must be to identify family structure.

Goals of home visit
Home visit is a kind of need and provides benefits for both parties. It is a kind of sharing, get to know
each other, participate a joint activity. Visit of purpose is to strengthen the relationship between
home and school to enhance and enrich student-teacher interactions and relationships, to improve the
frequency and quality of parent-teacher communications and relationships, and to provide parents
with additional means of interacting with their child's school (Cowan, G., Bobby, K., St Roseman, P.,
& Echandia, A, 2002) For parties a planned home visit is aimed to establish concrete school-parent’s
rapport relation for further communication. Other components of visit are to scrutinize problematic
environment of students. Thus, teachers may provide e nlightening information to parents and seek
support of parents for teacher’s guidance service, to help students, develop their interest, discover
competency and incompetency, recognize special talents and know the problems that are encountered in
social and physical environment. Another point is that to establish relation with school environment is
ensured through home visits. Developing shared goals for the child enhancement, rapport relation and
establishing a communication system guide parents throughout child`s social and academic achievement.
Developing amicable relation with parent is a kind investment for the school and for its environment
relations.

Preparation for home visit
For next year`s school activity calendar might be planned at the end current school year. So that
teachers may have vision to plan when to conduct home visit programs. Before home visit, a program
and proposed activity must be prepared. Taking into consideration of teachers schedule and other
school related work a clear timeline to be designated. Parent’s availability and convenient time must
be observed for a home visit activity. For working parents best time may be evenings and weekends. It
is important that visitors should have information about parents. Parents must be encouraged and any
question in their mind about the visit must be eliminated. Before arrival to parent’s place, relevant issues
like academic, discipline and guidance about the child must be discussed between school administrator
and teachers. Necessary information about child must be prepared for the need of parents (Süzen, 2008).
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Report cards, any student made handicraft, information about participated school activities, school
brochures, school promotion material.

Participants for home visit
Minimum two people should participate for home visit. Homeroom teacher is a coordinator and knows
more details about family thus he/she must be among visiting group. Visiting the homes of students
requires trust among all participants (Stetson, R., Stetson, E., Sinclair, B., & Nix, K, 2012) Participation
of administrator is a kind of spiritual message for parents that school gives importance to them. It is
important if a guidance counselor is among the group to contribute to the families who suffer various
problem with child or in family problems. Some classroom teacher seemed to have seen parents
houses of some problematic students and provided support and oriented per their needs (Erdoğan Ç., &
Demirkasımoğlu, N, 2010). Presence of a guidance counselor in the visiting group may play a role to
change many negative situation into positive for broken - disputed families, and misguided students.
Participants must go with each other, (Süzen , 2008). Participant teacher can be chosen among various
subject, homeroom and senior teacher of visited students

Things to Pay Special Attention During Home Visit
Humiliating words, slangs, jargons should not take place in an educator’s utterances. It must be accepted
that school parents might be compose of from different kind of backgrounds. Among school parents you
can find lawyers, teachers, farmers, sellers, doctors, unemployed ones, patient, old, poor, well of people
etc. When a visit planned to those parent’s house teacher and other participants must be aware of any
kind of situation they may encounter. When parents are met for the first-time visitors should show no
surprise, astonishment, perplexity, anxiety, or fear in their gesture and posture. Since visitors / teachers
are considered as guide and mentor of students, and known as wise people, their appearance and attitude
too necessitate them to behave accordingly.
In a quality home visit, parents must be given chance to share their ideas about school, teachers, quality
of education, policies as well. Notes may be taken by teacher for not to miss any critical information
shared by parent. This will guide and motivate teachers to move in true path. Openness to criticism
coming from school parents must be accepted with a virtuous attitude by educators. Accepting any
gift given by parents is unethical. If anything is offered, visitor should kindly explain reasons why it is
unacceptable to have it from parent. (Süzen, 2008). Through harmony relations and frequent meetings
with parents, teachers up to recognize their personal matters. Therefore, privacy of parents must be
respected and kept confidential. Knowing parents` personal matters sometimes necessary to help
students accordingly. Since parents are from different backgrounds and beliefs; political discussion,
comparison or any other relevant critiques are not advised.
Participants must refrain from a prolonged discourse towards parents and the child. Hosting parents may
be worried upon arrival of teachers and officials from school. To change such atmosphere visitors may
start an informal conversation. Telling about child`s some good school memories may create an amicable
chat and eliminates formality and pressure on parents. Some skills of child, like reading skills, playing
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with musical instrument or sport success etc. may be part of conversation. Child centered conversation
would be more effective. Child must be given more chance to explain about his school life, e.g. what is
being done in the school, what are his roles in school activities and about classmates, friendship etc. One
of this method`s benefit is to diminish parent’s anxiety. Parents should be encouraged to support their
child and could also be provided with a list of sample questions they may wish to ask their child during
the conference (Hackmann, 1996). Through this way parents may be motivated to join conversation
which will help teacher to discover child closely. Visitors should get information if child’s mental, and
intellectual health go harmoniously. Time that visitors spent at home visit is a kind of investment and
will return as an advantage for school`s further parents related activities.
Visits usually takes one to two and half hour. That’s why necessary topics must be handled during this
limited time. Otherwise expectation that we hope from visit will fail. Staying long at parents’ home will
be boring if it exceeds over planned time. Optimal benefit must be expected from optimal time spend
with parents.

Documentation of the visit
Various forms must be in consideration to keep record about child for further activities. Keeping such
records will help teachers and parents for to review changes on child`s academics, psychological and
mental growth. In case of assignment of new teacher in the future, those records will help him / her to
be acquainted with child in many aspects without wasting another time to collect info about child. By
having parents’ consent, a home visit form should be filled with parents. One copy of it may be given to
the parents. It must be kept in mind that written forms will be important for determining various aspects
of child. Thus, it needs special attention when filling.
<Table 1>
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￼￼￼￼
Table 1 indicates personal record of students, service of guidance, social guidance, needs of families,
child’s development (activities), educational activities and child-parents’ activities. It shows an action
plan for follow up with school and parents collaboratively.
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<Table 2>

￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼
Table 2 encloses student in terms of academic, habits, studying methods, health, free time activity,
socialization, communication aspect, parent’s expectation from school etc. Benefits of using certain
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forms and criteria unify scattered ideas about child. So, all participant agrees with what is written and
undersigned in the report. Otherwise unwritten observation makes confusion among teachers because
every individual has his own point of view.

After Home Visit Activity

After a home visit program, parents may be invited to school. Most effective communication is the face
to face communication. When parents come to visit school, classroom advisor and guidance counselor
must be present. School authority must thank parents about their hospitality and cooperation with school.
Any change on child`s behavior after visit must be discussed. Parents critiques and feedbacks about child
is very significant for teachers. In this discussion, teacher may share more information about child which
was not part of agendas during home visit. Not everything about child is discussed beside him/her.
Parents visit not only a return visit it is at the same time familiarizing parents to school. School make
use of parents visit for behalf of school. Officials may have time to give more information about school
campus, about its facilities (Süzen, 2008). Parents may be given broad information about curriculum,
school histories, alumni students, campus life, vision and mission etc. Parents must be entertained and
offered some refreshment. Some parents those who are economically well off may become volunteer for
to help some school improvement projects. Mutual visit activity provides a lot of amenities for school
authorities which school cannot achieve through regular indoor activities. To become prevalent of home
visit programs, teachers must share their good memories that they had during visiting of parents in their
place. An enthusiasm must be aroused on other students. If parents seem reluctant to visit school other
medium of communication like social media, telephone call, and massaging system can be used.

Result
Education start in family and continued in school. Words uttered by adults are a kind of brick put in the
personality of the child. Families must need to share their child’s developments. Only positive relation
between parents and school-teacher, and discussing problems about child may facilitate adversities.
Consistency of school and families, and effective cooperation of parties are favorable.
To assure home visit`s quality and success teacher must be motivated and encouraged in various
methods. In the support of students in school, administrators must admit the necessity of home visits,
and must encourage teachers and parents to make them enthusiastic for arrangement of their time for it.
Home visit programs must be planned with parents. During home visit some documentation can be filled
for use of teachers and guidance counselor office. Before visit school officials must collect information
about family and child. A polite and professional language must be used while in the visit. Families
value and privacy must be respected. Visits must be based on mutual friendship and courtesy.
One side observation of a child in school may not give enough cues. Thus, home is the best place to
observe child and family. Special side and interest of a child may be known through home visit. Thus,
School must include home visit in their annual school activity calendar.
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ABSTRACT
Children’s involvement in criminal activities is rapidly rising in all around the present world which
is definitely an alarming for the future. In Bangladesh, as a case study, there are 70 million children.
Among them, a mentionable number is involved in criminal activities that would destroy the future of
this nation as they are future leaders of this country. Study finds that among 1 million street children
75 per cent children are involved in criminal activities. However, in Dhaka metropolitan city, 98 per
cent street children are involved in various crimes. This study also finds that there are many reasons
behind the children’s involvement in crime. Among them, (i) Poverty, (ii) Illiteracy, (iii) Child
abuse, (iv) Family breakup, (v) Availability of drugs, (vi) Lack of morality and ethics in education,
(vii) Lack of religiousness, (viii) Racism and (ix) Involvement in political activities are mentionable.
Thinkers, scholars, policymakers and others are emphasizing their attention towards overcoming this
disquieting situation. Therefore, the present study tried to find out the solution towards overcoming
the present situation of children involvement in criminal activities. It recommends some suggestions
emphasizing more on the Islamic teachings. This study argues that the moral, ethical and religious
education and its practices are, among other recommendations, the most appropriate solutions
towards overcoming the horrible situation. The methodology applied in this study is both descriptive
and analytic.

1. INTRODUCTION
Children are the future of a nation. They will be the rulers, leaders and policymakers of their country
as well as society. If they grow up with a harmonious and peaceful environment and joyous situation,
they can develop their minds as healthy and wise. Hence, the nation would be benefited from them,
otherwise not. However, the current situation of children’s involvement in criminal activities is truly an
alarming.1 A good number of them are involved in such kind of criminal activities which makes the
country morbid and breaks peace in the society. They are stealing, hijacking, picking pocket, taking
1) Mohammad Jamil Khan and Md Sanaul Islam Tipu, “Children’s involvement in crime on the rise”, T
 he
Daily Dhaka Tribune (Dhaka, Bangladesh, 01 October 2016), Online source: •http://www.dhakatribune.com/
bangladesh/2016/10/01/childrens-involvement-crime-rise/•
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drags, rape, committing suicide, killing people, vandalizing public properties, involving themselves
in mischief and so on.2 These activities got the attention of social scientists, academics, thinkers,
philosophers, policymakers and others. They are emphasizing their study on how to overcome this
situation and make future nation better. They are enthusiastically trying to find out the ways towards
promoting a better future of this nation. The present study highlights both the statement of current
situation of child crime in Bangladesh and the reason behind this to find out the solutions. The study
is going to answer the following questions: (i) What is the situation of criminal activities of children
in present-day Bangladesh? (ii) What are the reasons behind the child crime in Bangladesh? (iii)
What does Islam say about child crime? and (iv) What is the solution of this problem?

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The present study aims at asserting the following objectives:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

To study the current situation of criminal activities of children in Bangladesh.
To study the reasons behind the criminal activities of children.
To study the view of Islam on criminal activities of children, and
To find out the solutions towards overcoming this bad situation and to promote a
better future of the nation.

3. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
The methodology applied in this study is qualitative in nature. Both primary and secondary sources
were studied and used in this research to get the true results. Primary data were collected from the
informal interview sessions with academicians, thinkers, policymakers, social workers, religious
leaders and youth NGO workers. Secondary data were collected from the various sources like
libraries; books, journals, magazines, newspapers, published and unpublished research works, online
sources etc. This study emphasizes also the various interviews with some prominent scholars and
other authorities and most importantly street children conducted by authorized journalists and NGO
workers due to very short time and other inadequacies of the researcher. Moreover, to study the
view of Islam on child crime, its two primary sources such as Qur’an and Hadith have been studied
carefully and quoted frequently. Other Islamic literatures written by prominent Muslim scholars have
also been studied. To conduct the informal interview session, a draft self-demonstrated questionnaire
was prepared. The information gained from both sources have been analyzed critically and presented
descriptively. Finally, all data have been studied carefully, analyzed critically and presented
systematically to find out the true results of this study.

2) Ibid.
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4. FINDINGS
4.1. Situation of Criminal Activities of Children in Present-day Bangladesh

Child has been defined as “a person below the age of 18, unless the laws of a particular country set
the legal age for adulthood younger.”3 However, in this study, children aged between 5-17 (bellow 18
as it is considered as adult in the state law) has been emphasized to show the real scenario of their
criminal activities. Besides, the crime has been conceptualized as “an illegal act for which someone
can be punished by the government.”4 Not only that, but also it is considered as “an activity that is
against the law which means illegal acts in general.”5
In Bangladesh, according to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, there are around 40 million children
in the state between the age of 5 and 17 years.6 In total, children constitute around 50% (around 70
Million) of the population in present Bangladesh.7 Among them, especially in the metropolitan city
and other divisional cities, a good number is involved in the various criminal activities. A research
shows that 70 per cent of street children are involved in the criminal activities.8 UNICEF stated in
their website that, in Bangladesh, there are around 0.6 million street children in Bangladesh. Among
them, 75 percent live in Dhaka metropolitan city and rest of the 25 percent live in other divisional
cities, districts and in rural areas. Among the street children, 98 per cent are involved in drug
addiction and various types of criminal activities.9
The situation is really alarming for the nation. There are many reasons behind their involvement
in criminal activities. However, a study shows that, among them, around 1.3 million children are
engaged in hazardous jobs, 70 per cent of whom are also involved in criminal activities due to
poverty.10
To make the people aware of the situation and pessimistic effect of it in near future, various media
are working. The electronics and print media are covering stories, reporting the cases, investigating
the real situation and trying to find out the reasons behind it. For example, a leading Daily newspaper
of the country called “The Dhaka Tribune” recently visited the slum in the capital’s Karwan Bazar
area where children of different ages were found taking drugs – sometimes in broad daylight.11
The scenario is similar in most of the slums area in Dhaka metropolitan city and other divisional
cities like Khulna, Rajshahi, Chittagong, Borisal, Rongpur, and they get away with it by paying
3) UNICEF, The Convention on The Rights of The Child: Guiding Principles: General Requirements for All Rights”.
Online source: • w ww.unicef.org/crc/files/Guiding_Principles.pdf•retrieved 28 September 2016.
4) • http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/crime•retrieved 28 September 2016.
5) Ibid.
6) Mohammad Jamil Khan and Md Sanaul Islam Tipu, “Children’s involvement in crime on the rise”, T he Daily
DhakaTribune.Ibid.
7) Md. Tajul Islam, Juvenile Delinquency in Bangladesh: Identifying the causes with reference to some case studies,
Bangladesh Law Journal(Dhaka, Bangladesh, Jan-June, 2015), Vol. 2, p. 1.
8) Ibid.
9) Quoted from: Staff reporter, “Street children are involving in crims”, The Dhaka Tribune. Online source: •http://
www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2016/07/22/•
10)Mohammad Jamil Khan and Md Sanaul Islam Tipu, “Children’s involvement in crime on the rise”, T
 he Daily
Dhaka Tribune. Ibid.
11)Ibid
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bribes to law enforcers, according to sources.12 Meanwhile, according to children’s rights watchdog
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF), 18 children aged between 12 and 17 years were arrested
while carrying firearms, 5 in the same age range for murder, 6 for drug peddling, 26 for rape, 18 for
robbery and theft and 33 for participating in political violence in 2015.13
However, when asked about it, Tejgaon police station OC Mazharul Islam refuted the allegation. “We
do not tolerate any illegal activities, especially drug-related activities. We regularly raid the areas
vulnerable to drug dealing and make arrests,” he told the Dhaka Tribune.14 Besides, 14 children aged
between 12 and 17 years were convicted for sexual harassment by mobile courts.15
4.2. Nature of Criminal Activities of Children in Bangladesh

The various types of children’s criminal activities are found in present Bangladesh. Among them,
drug addiction and its peddling, picketing, mugging, human trafficking, stealing goods, killing
people, bombing, hijacking, robbing, eve teasing, rape, carrying firearms, involvement in political
violence, watching porn movies, committing suicide, etc. are mentionable. In a statistical statement
of the Ministry of Home Affairs during the celebration of National Child Rights Week 2016, from
September 29 to October 4 by the state says that around 44% of the street children in the country are
involved in drug peddling, 35% are involved in picketing, 12% in mugging, 11% in human trafficking
and 21% in other criminal activities.16 Moreover, according to the Department of Narcotics Control,
nearly 550,000 children are addicted to drugs and around 30% of them are engaged in criminal
activities to fuel their addiction.17
The Daily Independent reported:
“becoming derailed without any sort of parental guidance they are indulging in theft,
pickpocketing, drug peddling and even more serious crimes. The street urchins, commonly
referred to as ‘tokai’ (street children) are recruited by the major political parties to act as foot
soldiers in violent political programmes like hartal(nationwide strike).”18
The crime is committed by them in the two ways such as individually and in a group. However, in
most of the cases they are leaded by other adults. There are some syndicates control these juveniles
and their delinquencies. Wahida Banu, executive director of Aparajeyo Bangladesh said that “ there is
an organised syndicate of criminals who are working behind it and mainly forcing these children into
committing crimes,”19
Moreover, only poor and street children are not involved in such crimes but also children from rich
12)Ibid
13)Ibid.
14)Ibid.
15)Ibid.
16)Ibid.
17)Ibid.
18)Editorial, “Street Kids and Crime”, T he Daily Independent (Dhaka, Bangladesh, 21 June 2015). Online source:
•http://www.theindependentbd.com/home/printnews/4570•Retrieved 27 September 2016.
19)Mohammad Jamil Khan and Md Sanaul Islam Tipu, “Children’s involvement in crime on the rise”, T he Daily
Dhaka Tribune. Ibid.
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families are involved various types of crime.20 For example, drug addiction, eve teasing, illegal
relationship, murder etc. are committed by children from middle and upper class families. On the
other hand, children form lowest class family and street children are involved in drug peddling,
stealing, killing people, carrying firearms etc.
Anyone can observe easily the effect of this situation in the family as well as in social life. Each and
every guardian of a child is worried about his beloved child’s future. Not only in social life, but also
in their school life. Schools’ environment has also been affected by this horrible situation. After,
killing parents by their beloved daughter named Oyshi, a research conducted and shown that a good
number of English medium school’s students are drug addicted and involved such delinquent actions.
It should be noted that students of English medium schools are usually form rich families since the
cost is too high as compare to Bengali medium and public institutions in Bangladesh.
Therefore, the study found that children from poor and rich families are also involved usually
different types of criminal activities.21 This is because of their economic and social status.
It is worthy to mention that criminal activities of children are found in both rural and urban areas.
However, crimes in urban areas are widely discussed and covered in the media in present-day
Bangladesh.22 Moreover, the nature of their crimes in urban and rural areas are sometimes different.
The reasons behind these delinquent activities are also quite different.23
4.3. Reasons behind the Criminal Activities of Children

There are too many reasons behind the criminal activities of children. Each and every type of
delinquent action is based on such specific reason besides a common one. From the sociological
aspect, the risk factors of children’s criminal activities have been classified into three such as (i)
individual risk factor, (ii) economic and social risk factor and (iii) natural risk factors.24 However,
the most common reason of children’s criminal activities is lack of proper education e.g. moral and
ethical education. Therefore, illiteracy and literacy without moral and ethical teaching are equal as
a reason for criminal activities of children in modern Bangladesh. Besides, following reasons are
playing a negative role towards this horrible situation:
4.3.1. Poverty

Poverty is a common phenomenon in present Bangladesh. According to Asian Development report
in 2015, in Bangladesh, 31.5% of the population lives below the national poverty line.25 Although, the
present economic growth is raising, poverty is the common reason for many crimes. According to
research findings by BIDS and the ministry of social welfare about 41 per cent of the street children
have no sleeping beds, 84 per cent have no warm clothes, 54 per cent don’t get nursing and 75 per
20)“Street Children are in Criminal Activities”, Bangladesh Shishu Odhikar News, ( Dhaka, Bangladesh), •http://
www.bdshishuodhikarnews.com/2016/07/24/
/1 of 1 19•retrieved 27 Sept 2016.
21)Ibid.
22)Ibid.
23)Ibid.
24)Quoted from: Md. Tajul Islam, J uvenile Delinquency in Bangladesh...,Vol. 2, p. 1.
25)Asian Development Bank, “Poverty in Bangladesh”. Online source: •https://www.adb.org/countries/bangladesh/
poverty•retrieved 25 Oct 2016.
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cent can’t go to the doctor when sick. About 44 per cent street children are victims of addiction, 40
per cent don’t take a bath every day and 35 per cent have no access to toilet facility.26 Psychologists
say that:
“Getting paid to indulge in criminal acts may apparently seem empowering to them. They
also find an outlet to vent their frustrations caused by poverty and hopelessness of growing
up in the slums. These children begin to have a perverted sense of self-worth. These street
kids are growing up being totally desensitised to the gory and gruesome aspects of life. The
sanctity of human life fast loses to those who repeatedly indulge in such acts. As adults, they
are likely to emerge as hardened perpetrators of criminal activities.”27
Expert respondents said that “in order to survive in the harsh conditions that street life entails, many
of the street children are increasingly choosing a life of crime.”28
It is well-known that facing oppressive poverty is an easy way to get these kids to join political and
other purposes such as rallies, torch public transports, carry and throw bombs which are as much a
risk to themselves as to the intended victims. Though street children are paid a small sum of money
to carry out such activities but they pay a very heavy price including jail time, injury and death. The
lives of these children are far removed from the ideal childhood envisioned in the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.29
4.3.2. Illiteracy or Lack of Education

Only true education can guide the people to the right path. According to the statement of UNICEF,
in 2015, the literacy rate in Bangladesh is 61.5 per cent of total population.30 It proves that 39.5 per
cent of total population is still illiterate. Illiterate people can be guided by anyone and do whatever
they want irrespective of any judgement of legal or illegal things. The street children consist of
one million and most of them are deprived from education. As they are under extreme poverty
level and they do not have education, their involvement in criminal activities is either from their
unconsciousness or as the demand of life to survive in this competitive world. Prof. Zia Rahman, the
chairman of the department of criminology at the University of Dhaka stated:
“there are many reasons behind the children’s involvement in the criminal activities. Among
them, poverty and education are most two significant reasons. Besides, lack of proper
education from family and society is also a good reason for their delinquent activities”31
4.3.3. Child Abuse

A sex worker of around 14-years old at capital’s Suhrawardi Park said, “As I was the eldest daughter
in the family my mother used to insist me to go outside and get money somehow. She was highly
annoyed with me. So, I used to go out often in search of work and eventually got involved in sex
26)Editorial, “Street Kids and Crime”, The Daily Independent, Ibid.
27)Ibid.
28)Ibid.
29)Ibid.
30)Ibid.
31)“Street Children are in Criminal Activities”, B
 angladesh Shishu Odhikar News, Ibid.
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trade.” Currently she is living with her parents. She said: “Those who supply clients to us are of the
same age as ours. These pimps are also involved in the drug selling.”32
Sexual abuse of child also leads them to be a sex worker. Female street children are being offered
sexual activities. A study conducted by HDRC stated:
“The street environments let these female child beggars becoming vulnerable to sexual
harassment frequently. Most of the time, they are forcing to cope with male aggressive
attitudes and behaviours to continue their street jobs. Some of the female child beggar
reported that most of the times they are being offered to give sexual favours by known or
unknown people at the roads... They also admitted that, some of the female child beggars
have been involved into sexual business by their own willingness or by motivations of aged
women who are doing sex business in the streets at night. Some of these female child beggars
of group discussion told that they have observed other female beggars who are aged above
13-14 years being sexually harassed more often by road people.”33
This story is not only for the street children but also in the society. Sometimes they are victims
because of cheating by their false lovers. Therefore, it can be stated that child abuse in different ways
leads them to be involved in illegal actions and professions.
4.3.4. Family breakup and Other Issues

Many studies have found that crime runs in families.34 Bowlby described the characteristics of
juvenile thieves and prolonged maternal separation was main cause. Other family factors are broken
homes, large family size and childrearing practices, erratic disciplines and harsh or neglected care.35
Moreover, absence of parental care and monitoring and poverty are driving children into criminal
activities, steering up the rate of juvenile delinquency in the country. Several cases are found. Among
them followings are few example:
“I left home in Dinajpur at the age of 10. I had a fight with my mother. I was outraged and
so I ran away and took shelter at the Parbotipur railway station. I lived there for five months
surrounded by drug peddlers, thieves and hijackers. Leaving Parbotipur I went to Daulatdia,
however, the scenario was no different there. Eventually I could not help myself but to get
involved with illegal activities. Two years later, I came to Dhaka with my master,” said a boy
aged around 14, who works as a drug peddler at capital’s Chandrima Uddyan.36

32)Udisa Islam, “Juvenile delinquency: Lack of parental monitoring blamed”, T
 he Dhaka Tribune, (Dhaka,
Bangladesh, 27 October 2013). Online source: •h ttp://archive.dhakatribune.com/crime/2013/oct/27/juveniledelinquency-lack-parental-monitoring-blamed •retrieved 25 October 2016.
33)Abul Barkat, Asmar Osman, Manzuma Ahsan & Hasna Hena Shawaly, Situational Analysis of the Street Children
involved in Begging in Dhaka City (Dhaka, Bangladesh: Human Development Research Centre, 2012), p. 7.
34)D. Farrington, Understanding and Preventing Youth Crime(York: Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 1996).
35)Zillur Rahman Khan Ratan, Juvenile delinquency- A recent trend of child crime (Dhaka, Bangladesh: Bangladesh
Mental Health (online), 2011, p. 3.
36)Udisa Islam, Juvenile delinquency: Lack of parental monitoring blamed, The Dhaka Tribune, •http://archive.
dhakatribune.com/crime/2013/oct/27/juvenile-delinquency-lack-parental-monitoring-blamed •retrieved 25 October
2016.
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A 12-year old boy Razon from Jamalpur, who lives presently in the Airport Rail station in Dhaka
stated that:
“After the death of my mother, my father got married second time. My stepmother beats me
for a silly reason. My father does not do anything if I inform him. When it was intolerable
to me, I ran away from my house and come to Dhaka. He usually collects bottle and cans
and sells it to Vangari (old and rejected goods) businessmen. He earns around 30-40 taka
everyday but the most dangerous thing is he spends this amount for taking Ganza and Dandi (a
kind of drug).”37
Not only, Razon but also many people live in such places around the cities and are drug addicted and
committed such crimes because of family break-up or any other issues related to the family which
make their life unhappy.
Besides, the behavior of parents does also play a good role towards involving their children in
criminal activities. Such as, if the parents are convicted by the law for their criminal activities,
addicted parents, corrupted and characterless parents, etc. are mentionable.38 D. Farrington stated that 
“half of boys with criminal father are convicted compared to one fifth of them with father who is not
criminal”.39

4.3.5. Availability of Drugs

There are many reasons for children’s addiction of drugs. Among them, its availability is significant.
Not only street children are addicted but also a good number of children from middle class and upper
class families are drug addicted due to its availability among them from many sources. Therefore, the
number is raising day by day. Statistics shows that 98 percent of street children in metropolitan city
are drug addicted. One the one hand, there is no statistical data for the number of children who live
with their parents in the society are drug addicted. However, several cases proved that a good number
of them are addicted and the number is incising steadily. It is said that “in urban areas, peer pressure
and poverty lead adolescent boys into organized crime and violence. Drug and substance abuse is a
common problem for these children and other adolescent boys.”40 Various types of drugs are not only
available but also very cheap that has already been proved from the case of Razon who spends every
day only 30-40 taka ($ .50) for taking drug.41
It is noteworthy that drug addiction is a delinquent action itself and it leads them to other major
crimes such as stealing goods, pickpocketing, hijacking, even killing others, etc. for supplying money
for taking drug.
37)Udisa Islam, Juvenile delinquency: Lack of parental monitoring blamed, The Dhaka Tribune.Ibid.
38)Shaidul Islam Vuya, Bangladesh a kisor oporadh o tar protiker (Juvenile Delinquency in Bangladesh and its
prevention), (Dhaka, Bangladesh: Amar boi (online), 2010), p. 10. Online source: •http://www.amarboi.org/article/
detail/73•retrieved 27 September 2016.
39)D. Farrington, ‘Human Development and Criminal Careers’, in M. Maguire, R. Morgan and R. Reiner (eds)
￼ The Oxford Handbook of Criminology (2nd edn)(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997).
40)UNICEF, “
 Crime and Violence”.Online source: • http://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/children_4869.html• retrieved
25 September 2016.
41)Udisa Islam, Juvenile delinquency: Lack of parental monitoring blamed, The Dhaka Tribune, Ibid.
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4.3.6. Racism & Communalism

Racism and communalism also lead the people towards committing such delinquent activities.
Victims desire to take revenge and get them involved in criminal activities. Social, religious and
political communalism have a mentionable role towards raising juvenile criminal activities in present
Bangladesh.
4.3.7. Involvement in political activities

Children are commonly used in the political activities. In many cases, it is surprisingly found out
that around 6-7 years aged boy or girl also participate in the political activities. Sometime, they
participate with some adults. However, in most of the cases, not only street children but also other
children participate in political agenda such as hartal (strike), meetings and discussions, vandalism
etc. It is stated in a Daily News Paper that “ the street urchins, commonly referred to as ‘tokai’
(street children) are recruited by the major political parties to act as foot soldiers in violent political
programmes like hartal (nationwide strike).”42
4.3.8. Lack of Morality and Ethics in Education

If the morality and ethics are absent in any education system, it produces such immoral, unethical
and corrupt generation who can do whatever they want without any judgement of legal and illegal
action. Few respondents claimed that “ the present education system is not able to provide true
moral and ethical teachings which guide the nation to the right path. Therefore, students are getting
involved in many criminal activities.”43 Because of lack of moral and ethical education they are not
able to distinguish between wrong and right actions. Moreover, they may think the wrong action as
right.
4.3.9. Lack of Religiousness

Religion can control the human behaviors as it guides them to the right path. Religion does not only
cure individual and social diseases of mankind but also it prevents them. The lack of religiousness
thus lead the people towards committing illegal and harmful deeds including children. Moreover,
when they see that their adult relatives are doing such a job, they want to do that. They do not justify
their job either it is wrong or right. In a statement, Asaduzzaman Mia, the Police Commissioner of
Dhaka Metropolitan City, said that “ there are many reasons for children involvement in criminal
activities. Among them, satellite culture, availability of drug and most importantly lack of religious
practice are most significant.”44
4.4. Effects of Criminal Activities of Children

There are many effects of criminal activities of children in the context of Bangladesh. Among other,
followings can be mentioned:

42)Editorial, “Street Kids and Crime”, The Daily Independent, Ibid.
43)Interview conducted by the researcher in September 2016.
44)Staff reporter, “Crime activities of children are increasing”, The BD News 24.com, (Dhaka, Bangladesh, 7 May
2016). Online Source: •http://bangla.bdnews24.com/bangladesh/article1148262.bdnews• retrieved 28 September
2016.
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● Victims are the most affected people of any crime. Whether the criminal activities of children
involve theft, vandalism, or violence, the victim always suffers loss.
● The person who commits a crime also suffers effects that he or she is probably unable to
predict. Criminals always suffer and loss their freedom and feel guilty in their mind.
● Family also suffers from the criminal activities of any member of them. If a child gets involved
himself or herself in the criminal activities, family falls in various types of trouble such as
stress and depression, facing ethical issue of responsibility and paying money.
● Its negative effects on community is also mentionable. All the criminal activities such as drug
use, gang involvement, alcohol abuse, illegal sexual relationship, stealing, carrying illegal
firearms etc. challenge the communities by making them unsafe and unsecured.
● Not only that but also, it challenges the future of the nation and the future of everyone involved.
They may think that there is no life outside of a life of crime. Therefore, in future, they would
be most corrupted, criminal and harmful persons for everyone.
In Bangladesh, people are really suffering from the criminal activities of children. They are feeling
unsafe in most of the cases in their present and future life. When it is seen that a beloved daughter
kills her parents, all parents are being worried not only for their lives but also for the future of the
children. Stealing, robbing, vandalism, drug addiction etc. also make the society unhealthy. It creates
lots of problems in the modern age.
4.5. Islamic View on Criminal Activities of Children

The concept of crime in Islam is different from the man-made law. The man-made law defines crime
as an offence against the public where it relates to the rights of the society only. On the contrary, in
Islamic view, crime also covers the rights of individuals as well as the rights of society. Moreover, all
the prohibited (haram) actions are considered as crime in Islam.45 In the Islamic law, crime has been
classified into three such as (i) Ta’zir 46 (less serious crimes), (i) Hadd 47 (most serious crimes) and (iii)
Qisas 48 (revenge crimes restitution).
It should also be mentioned that those punishments are only for people who reach puberty. It means,
in Islam, children are waived from any accountability and punishment. Prophet Muhammad (pbAuh)
said: “The Pen has been lifted from three: from the sleeper until he awakens, from the child until he

45)Because, in Islam, a crime is an act or conduct whereby a person breaks the law and infringes upon the rights of
others. In the religious parlance, it is called “a sin”. Therefore, all the sinful works are considered as crime.
46)Tazir crimes are less serious than Had crimes found in the Quran. Tazir punishments vary according to the
circumstances. They vary according to the gravity of the crime and the extent of the criminal disposition of the
criminal himself. Tazir crimes are acts which are punished because the offender disobeys God's law and word.
Tazir crimes can be punished if they harm the societal interest. (quoted from: Mohammed Salam Madkoar, Human
Rights from an Islamic worldview: An outline of Hudud, Ta'zir and Qisas. Online source: •http://www.muhajabah.
com/docstorage/hudud.htm•retrieved 26 September 2016.
47)Hadd crimes are those which are punishable by a pre-established punishment found in the Quran. These most
serious of all crimes are found by an exact reference in the Quran to a specific act and a specific punishment for
that act. The Had crimes are: (i) Murder, (ii) Apostasy from Islam - making war upon Allah and his messengers,
(iii) Theft, (iv) Adultery, Defamation - false accusation of adultery or fornication, (v) robbery, (vi) Alcohol-drinking.
Ibid.
48)A qisas crime is one of retaliation. For a qisas crime, the victim has a right to seek both retribution and retaliation.
The exact punishment for each qisas crime is set forth in the Quran. Traditional qisas crimes include: (i) Murder
(premeditated and non-premeditated), (ii) Premeditated offenses against human life, short of murder, (iii) Murder
by error, (iv) Offenses by error against humanity, short of murder. Ibid.

61

reaches puberty and from the insane person until he comes to his senses.”49
Therefore, it is essential to have clear understanding of child and adult to apply punishment on
them. There are some differences between the definition of child in Islam and man-made law. In
conventional approach, a person under the age of 18 is considered as child. On the other hand, there
are two ways of determining buloogh (maturity/puberty): (i) Physical maturity and (ii) Maturity by
age.
According to Islamic law, if a boy experiences Ihtilaam (wet dream) or has the ability to impregnate
he will be regarded to be Baligh (mature). This is referred to as physical maturity. However, if a boy
does not become physically mature by the age of 15, Shariah will consider him to Baligh from the
age of 15. On the one hand, a girl will be considered as a Balighah (reach the age of puberty) if she
experiences Haidh (menses) or she becomes pregnant. If she does not experience menses by the age
of 15, she will also be regarded as a Balighaand all the Laws of Shari’ahwill apply to her.50
Therefore, in Islam, a person becomes accountable for fulfilling obligatory duties and refraining from 
haram actions when he or she reaches puberty; one who has not reached puberty is not accountable.
Thus, one who has not reached puberty is not subject to qisaas (retaliatory punishments) and 
hadd punishments, such as those for stealing and slander. However, it is permissible for him to be
disciplined.51 Ibn Qudamah stated that “... because the child is not subject to punishment, on the basis
that the rulings on adultery and theft and other crimes that are subject to hadd punishments are not
applicable to him and he cannot be executed in a retaliatory punishment (qisas).”52 It is also noted that
they will not be punished in the life hereafter.
However, the Islamic law requires parents to discipline their children and it is for the sake of
disciplining the child that parents may sometime resort to smacking or corporal punishment. It is
true that smacking and corporal punishment may not be suitable for disciplining, rather in some
cases it may be counter-productive. In that case, they should be advised by the beloved on. In few
cases, parents can get help from counseling by the specialist. Because, Allah says “Believers, there
are enemies to you from among your spouses and your offspring, so beware of them. But if you
forgive and overlook their offences and pardon them, then surely Allah is the Most Forgiving, the
Most Compassionate”.53

5. RECOMMENDATIONS TOWARDS OVERCOMING THE SITUATION
In Bangladesh, if a child commits a crime, he/she should be punished. However, this punishment is
not like a punishment of an adult. The child should be sent to counselling center especially in the
49)Abu Dawud, Sunan (Bayrut: Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyah, 2001), Hadith no. 4403 and Imam Muhammad Ibn ‘Isan alTirmidhi, Sunan(Bayrut: Dar al-Risalah al-'Alamiyah, 2010), Hadith no. 1423.
50)Muhammad Amin ibn Abidin Al Shami, Radd al-Muhtar ala ad-Dur al-Mukhtar (Bayrut: Dar al-Ma'rifah, 2000),
Vol.6, p. 580.
51)Editorial board, Al-Mawsu’ah al-Fiqhiyyah (Kuwait: Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-al-Shu'un al-Islamiyah), vol. 8, p. 196.
52)Abdullah ibn ibn Qudamah, Al-Mughni(al-Riyad: Dar 'Alam al-Kutub, 2005), vol. 10, p. 62.
53)Al Qur’an, Surah al-Taghabun, 64: 14.
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case of drug addiction. In an interview, State Minister of Women and Children Affairs of Bangladesh,
Meher Afroz Chumki said “ the ministry is working on this issue. “Children who are involved in
crime will be brought under punishment”.54 However, the law sometimes fails to recover the situation
because of many reasons behind it. Therefore, in the context of Bangladesh, followings action can be
taken for overcoming the situation of criminal activities of children:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

First of all, responsibility goes to the family. Parents should be careful about their beloved
children. They should take care of them accordingly.
Education has a good role towards guiding people on the right way. So, a good education
system changes the society. Therefore, we must ensure the education system that can
guide our children on the right path. In this case, ethics and morality must be included in
the syllabus of all levels of national education.
Religiousness can also prevent the situation. If the parents and other family members
practices religious teachings in their life, children would get a peaceful environment that
lead them to be religious and good person. Because, religion guide us how to be good to
yourself and to others. It prohibits all kind of criminal activities which are harmful to the
society.
A good advice from a beloved one can change the mind of children. If they found in any
criminal activities, responsibility goes first to his/her parents. Parents should advise
them nicely and make them clearly understood the demerits of their criminal activities to
themselves and others in the society.
Beating is questionable but sometimes it does works. It depends on situations. To make
the children disciplined, it works in many cases but it should not be heavily.
It has already been proved that many children are involved in the criminal activities
because of their extreme poverty level. Therefore, the government must ensure their
basic needs such as shelter, food, clothes, accommodation, treatment and education. A.S
Mahmood, director of BSAF, said in an interview that “ The street children get involved in
crime because they have no shelter and grow up in poverty. The government must ensure
shelter and education for these children to stop them from becoming criminals.”55
In the case of Bangladesh, a million children have not their parents or they are not living
with their family but involved in crimes. For them, counselling centres would be very
useful to be back to a good life. However, the counsellors must be well learned about how
to deal with them.
Only the government organizations can control the situation. NGO should also come
forward to take some initiatives for overcoming the situation.
However, it is questionable that NGO’s cannot work for the betterment of these children
because of proper support from the government. Therefore, the government should be
very friendly to the NGO’s which are working for this purpose.
Government should stablish rehab centre in each and every upozila and look over those
centres for ensuring the better facilities of the children.
When the government takes the initiative, there are reasons to believe that many
individuals and organisations will come forward to support the worthy cause. The

54)Mohammad Jamil Khan and Md Sanaul Islam Tipu, “Children’s involvement in crime on the rise”, T
 he Daily
￼ Dhaka Tribune, Ibid.
55)Ibid.
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commercial banks and other big corporate houses can also do their bit to alleviate the
pitiable condition of the street children under their CSR (corporate social responsibility)
programmes.56

6. CONCLUSION
It has been stated in this paper that the present situation of criminal activities really makes the society
horrible and worried for the near future. Among the street children, around 75 per cent are involved
in various types of crimes such as drug addiction, drug paddling, stealing, robbing, crying firearms,
rape, murder and so on. The number may be one million but there are some being close to committing
crimes. Concerned people are worried of it that day by day the number of juvenile delinquent
activates are increasing. The study found out that among other reasons beyond the criminal activities
of children, poverty and education are the most significant. It has also been found out from this study
that there is a conflict between Islamic view and view of Bangladesh law on defining child. Based on
this deference, treatment with the victims has become also different. However, most of the children
who involved in crimes are at the age between 15 to 18. According to Islamic law they have reached
puberty and they should be punished as an adult one. In contrast to Islamic law, Bangladeshi law
consider them as children and there is no major punishment except sending them to rehabilitation
center. It has also found out that, in most of the cases, juvenile delinquent activities are committed
under the supervision and direction of few adult syndicates. Therefore, the concerned authority
especially the government should consider the matter seriously and take some strategic plans to
overcome the situation. Besides, the mass people have also to come forward to challenge the situation.
Most importantly, this study argues that without moral and religious education and its practice in
family, social and national life, the situation cannot be changed and controlled as well.
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Abstract
India, the largest democratic country of the world has crossed 70 years of its independence. There
are hundreds of questions about the communal polarization of Indian society from the initial stage
of nation building to the present. A microscopic minority of the country doesn’t believe in the coexistence of different communities in a single platform with all diversities and many times this
concept had lead into the collapse of communal harmony between different communities and further
lead into the communal riots and tensions. Unfortunately, most of the villages in northern parts of
India with two or more than different communities occasionally face the issue of communal tensions.
In some case these communal tensions will lead into the riots and murder of hundreds of people from
each community.
Children and women are the most affected sections of the society under these communal tensions.
Muzaffar Nagar is a district in Uttar Pradesh state of northern India. The population of the area is
mixed with Hindu and Muslim with a majority of Hindus. A small issue between two people from
different communities was utilized by communal groups and this lead to riot with a large scale death
of people from Muslims in 2013. After the riot majority Hindu community in the region imposed a
financial and social boycott for Muslims.
Hundreds of Muslim families were compelled to move into refugee camps opened by the government.
Most of these Muslim families lost their bread earning member of the family and their unmetered,
studying children were compelled to take the responsibility of the families. The real conditions of
a child who survived a riot is beyond the description. Even the elder members of the family would
be under frustration of losing their life-long earnings and running business. Realizing the mental
pressure and physical hard work that a child will undergo from a riot affected area many civil society
organizations have started working to save the children from their mental frustrations and future
mental problems. This paper would be a field analysis of the initiatives of different civil societies to
make confident and educate the riot affect children in Muzaffar Nagar.

1) Muhammed Mansoor Hudawi is Doctoral Research Fellow in India Arab Cultural Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi, India.
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Introduction
India is a secular, socialist and democratic country consisting of different religious and linguistic
minorities. Hindus make the majority of population and Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Budhists and
Jains have their own contribution to the population. The constitution of India has given the right to
practice, preach and profess different ideologies with peace and coexistence not only in private place
but also in public space. The article 25th of Indian constitution has said that Subject to public order,
morality and health and to the other provisions of this part, all persons are equally entitled to freedom
of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion.2 The constitution of
India never stood with this statement but it has described more about religious freedom and the
rights of religious community without considering is it majority or minority in the next articles of the
constitution. Article 26th says about the rights of religious groups “Subject to public order, morality
and health, every religious denomination or any section thereof shall have the right to (a) to establish
and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes (b) to manage its own affairs in
matters of religion (c) to own and acquire movable and immovable property and (d) to administrate
such property in accordance with law”.3 The next two articles of the constitution are about the rights
of linguistic or religious minorities within the country and the democratic and secular citizens of
India always salute the constitution for considering the individual freedom of expression and right to
believe or not to believe and propagate what he is believing.
Even the constitution of India included all the rights of its citizens, a minority from the majority
community started to question the right of minority community with in India from the date of its
independence. The partition of India happened in the wake of independence from the Britain has
worked as a motive for the right wing Hindu political parties to question the existence of Muslims
within India. Following the partition, the right wing political organizations claim its affiliations
to Hinduism, started to challenge the rights of religious minorities within the country. This rigid
mentality and their concept that they only should be the inhabitants of India is the root cause for all
the communal tensions and violence within the country after its independence from Britain in 1947.
This groups tried to increase the hostility between different communities through creating provokes
deliberately and insulting the religious identities and premises.
Within the passing of time, this minority from the majority Hindu community started to be part of
power and power motivated them to increase the hostility between different communities. In other
word political parties motivated with the ideology of “Hidutwa” (it is different from Hiduism) find
the hostility between minority communities and majority communities as a shortcut to consolidate
the vote needed for access into power in a democratic way. Because this communal polarization
sponsored by the political parties hundreds of communal riots happened in India from the first date
of independence and it is going on now also. In 2002 Gujarat carnage happened in which 2000
Muslims were brutally killed and all the business enterprises of Muslims were destroyed as part
of the communal riot. The Muzaffar Nagar riots which happened in 2013 are considered the major
communal riots happened in India in 21st century after Gujarat carnage. This paper is an attempt
to find out the different and various activities from the part of civil society organizations in the
rehabilitation of riot affect children and educating them in the post-riot Muzaffar Nagar.

2) Indian Constitution, Article 25
3) Indian Constitution, Article 26
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Muzaffar Nagar Riot of 2013
Muzaffar Nagar is a district in western Utter Pradesh with a majority of Hindu population and
Muslims as a minority community. The social stratification of the Muzaffar Nagar society is not
developed or modernized as the other parts of the country. The government systems are not working
as much as needed but there exists a traditional feudal system among the population. The income of
the inhabitants is depending upon the agriculture and small retail shops. Most of the agricultural land
is in the hands of Hindu Jats (An agricultural community among Hindus) and the Muslims are the
workers in the agricultural fields. The appearance of Jat community to the workers in the field is as
like in a feudal society and the relation between the job giving Jats and working class Muslims is not
much different what existed in a middle age feudal society.
This was the social situation of Muzaffar Nagar and its nearby districts for long decades and the
people were satisfied with the co-existence between majority and minority. Following the increase
in the mobilization among people especially Muslims, the Muslims in Muzaffar Nagar also started
to move different parts of India and engage in different work field. This brought a little economic
growth among Muslims. The economic growth among Muslim community was not welcomed by the
majority Jat community and this became one of the reason for the riot of 2013 September.
Seeking of shortcuts into power is a political ideology of some right wing political parties inspired by
“Hidutwa”. “These explanations argue that politicians and their parties derive electoral benefits from
either instigating or preventing communal violence in order to change the salience of ethnic identities
(e.g. caste, religion, language), depending on a calculation of the potential win or loss of votes. These
electoral incentives for communal violence would explain the variation in patterns of violence within
states” 4. Muzaffar Nagar riot happened one year back to the public election. The right wing political
parties want to unify majority Hindu votes with a loss of minority votes. In short the electoral politics
have played a vital role in the 2013 Muzaffar Nagar riots and the parties have benefited it in the next
public election in 2014.
The riot was affected around 15 villages in Muzaffar Nagar and near district Shamli (The district
Shamli was formed after the riot). According to the official report of government 64 people were
killed in the riot including 20 Hindus. Original death toll is higher than this because police reported
very less cases regarding the riot. Around seventy thousand Muslims were displaced from their
homes and their properties were deliberately burnt. There are more than 15 relief camps opened by
civil society organizations from the different parts of India to accommodate the displaced families
including women and children.

Importance of Civil society in post communal riot
In a modern country it is the duty of state to give security to the citizens and their belongings. All
the governments keep good army and spend huge budget for the army and also maintain a police
system for this purpose. But, unfortunately during the period of communal riots the police whom
are maintained to keep the security of the citizen, act as the agents of criminals and helping them
4) Levijn Van Teinde, Inter communal engagement and Hindu-Muslim violence in contemporary India. The 2013
Muzaffarnagar riots, Leiden University.
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to do what they want to other citizens. The police were not involved even to register a FIR 5 against
the criminals and do investigations in the cases related to the riot. The narrations in the fact finding
reports reveals that the police system doesn’t work as it has to be work in such conditions. The below
statement is from the Fact Finding Report into the Riots of Muzaffar Nagar.
“All our efforts to meet the Muzaffar Nagar DM (District Magistrate) failed. We called the DM at least
5-6 times, sent him several SMS messages, called his office but he was unavailable. Then Shabnam
Hashmi called the Home Secretary, UP (Utter Pradesh) Mr. RM Srivastava and asked him to help us
meet the DM. Home Secretary was extremely rude. He said you go and do your fact finding. When
it was mentioned that meeting the authorities and getting the official version was part of the fact
finding, he said DM cannot make himself available according to your time. DM is busy in arranging
relief and looking after Law and Order. The Home secretary was told that we have been calling him
for a couple of days and sent several messages, he could at least respond or his office sends a reply.
The home secretary said- I have no time to talk to you, I have other important work and call me in
office hours only. The next in line was Chief Secretary, who never picked up the phone”.6
It is obvious from the above mentioned quotation how the government and police system interacted
with the fact finding teams and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In many cases police deny
the permission for outsiders to enter into the problematic area in the name of security problem. In
other words, there is lot which the police and administration would like to hide and push under the
carpet.
The response of the police to the direct riot affected families when they call them for help on the time
of looting and burning their houses, raping their children in front of them was very irresponsible and
helpless. Here are some narrations from the riot affected families.
“All the survivors we spoke to in the relief camps narrated how in spite of repeated calls for help the
police refused to intervene. Women from Lisarh village in both the camps narrated how as they were
taking shelter from the mob into some homes the police stood by and refused to act. In one particular
case, Khatun narrated how her brother-in-law was shot in the leg by the mob and was unable to flee.
Yet, the police patrol standing nearby refused to help. Not only that, we got several accounts of how
either the policemen were taunting the Muslims and abusing them with gaalis (Abuses) referring to
them as suvars (pigs)”.7
In short, civil society plays an active role where the official systems of government as administration
and police are negative and rude towards the situations. A civil society is the wide array of nongovernmental and not-for-profit organizations that have a presence in public life, expressing the
interests and values of their members or others, based on ethical, cultural, political, scientific,
religious or philanthropic considerations. Civil Society Organizations (CSO) therefore refer to a wide
of array of organizations: community groups, NGOs, labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable
organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations and foundations.8 In the case of
5) First Investigation Report
6) Evil Stalks the land, Fact Finding Report into the Riots of Muzaffarnagar, ANHAD, C-5 Nizamuddin West
Basement, New Delhi- 110013
7) Muzaffar Nagar: Post Riot Assessment Report of Citizen’s Inquiry Team, Centre for Peace Studies Supported by
Action Aid Luknow, UP
8) The World Bank (August 2010). Defining Civil Society
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India, faith-based civil societies have contributed much more for the uplift of social and educational
conditions among concerned society. The faith based civil societies played an active role in postriot conditions of Muzaffar Nagar. The major civil society organizations which played active role
in the rehabilitation of displaced people in Muaffar Nagar were Jamiyyathul Ulamae Hind, Zakath
Foundation and other Muslim civil society organizations.
The primary need for the riot affected families would be to set up food and shelter. When the Jat
community started to arise provoking slogans against Muslims, they fled from their home to regional
Madrasas and Masjids. Masjid and Madrasas would be with limited accommodation and sanitation
facilities and the authority cannot manage the people there. Some of the Madrassas opened relief
camps in their premises like relief camp at Kandla, managed by Islamia Selmania Madrassa. This
camp has 1000 inmates. All camps were organized and maintained by Muslim organizations and
persons and they got a very less support from the administration. This relief camps were less food
and medical help from the part of government. The government didn’t open any relief camp and
provided less help to the relief camps opened by the Madrassas and civil society organizations.

Condition of Children
This paper is dedicated to discuss the condition of children and the arrangements initiated by
different civil society organizations in post Muzaffar Nagar riot period. Women and children are the
major victims of natural calamities like flood and thunder and human created calamities like riots
and wars. The condition of Muzaffar Nagar is not different. It is obvious from a general assessment
in the post-riot happenings in Muzaffar Nagar that women and children suffered more within the
time of riot and they are suffering now also. Some narrations from the fact finding reports will reveal
that how much the riot has affected the children physically and psychologically.
Indian Express, one of the daily newspaper in India reported that 34 child deaths were happened
in the relief camps of Muzaffar Nagar in the first three months of the post-riot period. “Principal
secretary (Home) Anil Kumar Gupta on Thursday said that the inquiry report, submitted to
government on Wednesday, found that 34 children whose parents have been living at the relief camps
died between September 7 and December 20, 2013. He said some children died while being treated
at hospitals in Kairana, Panipat and at other places away from the relief camps but others died in the
relief camps”.9 Here a narration from one of the fact finding committee about the condition of new
born babies in the relief camps. “Women and children have been the worst sufferers in this human
tragedy. The camps are a ghastly sight when one sees new born children, lying close to their mothers
in plastic tents under the sun, with flies all over them. There is dirt, filth, human excreta everywhere
especially in the Malakpur camp where there is a huge population”.10 The riot starts to affect
negatively to new born child and growing up children.
The first and major setback to a child as the result of this like riot and war is fear. They don’t know
what is the reality of the world. If a child witnesses and suffer from like this event during his child
hood, it will affect negatively his mind set up during all his living time. It is very difficult a complete
salvation from the fear of childhood especially from these activities. Sometimes they may cause for
9) Ramendra singh, Indian Express Daily Newspaper, Lucknow, 27, December, 2013
10)Muzaffar Nagar: Post Riot Assessment Report of Citizen’s Inquiry Team, Centre for Peace Studies Supported by
Action Aid Luknow, UP
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mind disorder diseases in the future. Here is a narration from one of fact finding reports about the
trauma condition of the children after seeing like this incident. “The mind of riot affected children
were traumatised because of the horror things they saw in front of their eyes. Some of the children
didn’t have food for five days because of the trauma they were in. Many of the children were affected
with big negative strokes. When the children in the refugee camps were asked that ‘do you want to
go home back?’, their general reply was they do not want to as there had been a fight in their village.
The visitors told them jokingly that “we also used to fight when we were in their age their reply
astonished us. Both, aged below 10 years said, “you do not know, there has been a Hindu-Muslim
fight in our village. There is no way we can go back now”. In short the recovery from the fear is a
necessary thing that a child need after witnessing like this events.
Displacement is another issue which will affect the children very badly. When a family make a house
in a place the members create a neighbourhood relation with neighbours. Children do this than the
elder members. They will be associated with the peer groups in the neighbourhood, school and other
public spaces. When it occurs an immediate and compulsory displacement without any prior plan, it
will affect every one very badly especially children. In the case of Muzaffar Nagar around one lakh
people were displaced and they were compelled to move from a satisfied settlement in to relief camps.
Loss of educational opportunities is another issue faced by the children beyond the basic needs.
Most of the children displaced from their homes were enrolled into village schools and religious
Madrassas. As the result of the compulsory move into the relief camps most of the children lost their
existing educational opportunities and this lead into a big disappointment among them.
Losing of the document is another major issue that all victims of the war and riot encountered that
would affect students badly. When the riot started in the villages the families run out of their houses
without keeping with them even dresses. They were compelled to run from their homes even with
bare foot. Study materials such as textbooks, notebooks, bags and other documents like student ID
card and achievement certificates were thrown into fire by the criminals. The school going children
came to the relief camps without any study materials and notebooks. The parents and the children
will be more concerned about the education of their children. Here are some narrations from the
mothers of school going children will reveal how the criminals were cruel even to the books to the
fact finding committee. “In Kandla we met many mothers whose children had to drop out of school
as all their books had been burnt and school documents were lying in ashes in their homes”. In short
school going children affected very badly from these riot.
The Muslim civil society organizations supported by religious and social organizations and good
personalities came from the different parts of India into Muzaffar Nagar and did maximum
according to their capacity to rehabilitate the children through creating educational opportunities
like establishing schools and motivating the children. Many civil society initiated schools were
established in different parts of the riot affected villages.

Hyderabad Millat Public School
Siasat, an Urdu Newspaper based in Hyderabad established a school in co-operation with the FaizeAm-Trust in the name Hyderabad Millat Public School based in Jogya Kheda. This school offers
education from Nursery classes to VIIth standard. The school is run by a 15 members staff with
the students in the age group 5 to 13. As a result of continuing encouragement through classes,
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counselling sessions to parents and children offered by different civil society groups, a large number
of students are coming to enrol in different schools. Here is a report from Siasat daily regarding the
increasing number of students in Hyderabad Millat Public School “in the wake of growing number
of students, the management was forced to create four sections of Nursery Green, Nursery Alpha,
Nursery Rock and Nursery Diamond. Besides this it has raised five sections of LKG11 and two
sections of UKG. In spite of this, only 362 boys and girls could be admitted in Nursery to UKG while
the strength of students from Ist to VII has gone upto 178. Altogether there are 540 students enrolled
in the school”.12

Our India Foundation
Our India Foundation is another civil society initiative formed by some social leaders by the
support of some rich people from Kerala, the most southern state of India. The concentration of
the foundation is mainly on educational uplift of the riot affected children. The foundation has
extended its services into various branches which can help to educate children. As a set back to
the riot, hundreds of drop out happened in all government and private schools in nearby locations.
The volunteers of Foundation visited relief camps and started to enrol students into the school. The
foundation has started a school and presently there are 280 students has been enrolled. Beyond this
an informal structure of learning has been introduced by the Foundation. Presently 300 students are
attending in the informal learning system. The informal learning system is for the over age drop out
students and after creating a group mixed class and giving classes according to their age they would
be capable to enrol to the age group class in next year. The present school of Our India Foundation is
in Kandla, one of the severe riot affected village and the foundation has purchased a land of 10 acres
and started construction of a school and an Human Resource Development Centre.
The foundation has introduced more outreach programmes for generalization of education and
to reach maximum number of riot affected children. The Foundation plans to create 150 clusters
and already has completed the formation of 40 clusters. One cluster includes 8 nearby houses and
through this clusters they organize parenting classes, medical camps and counselling sessions. The
volunteers of foundation visit government schools regularly and engage in the activities which reduce
the communal distances between Hindus and Muslims. The foundation organizes mixed cultural
programs related to religious and common festivals like Eid, Dasara and Divali. The volunteers
of Foundation are a compiled group of Hindus and Muslims. It is a great success to Incorporate
Muslims and Hindus in single platform to create a common secular platform for all believes.
The Foundation also offers valuable services for girls. It is running fashion design courses and
coaching in handicraft with the help of capable girls.

Afkar India Foundation
Afkar India Foundation was formed by some advocates for legal help for the victims of the riot.
11)LKG means Lower Kinder Garten and UKG means Upper Kinder Garten. These are two parts of education which
are mandatory for every child to enter the primary education in India
12)Muslim Mirror News, New Delhi, 7 September 2015.
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According to the children especially students, they need maximum support to get back their lost
documents. Most of the victim students have lost their school enrolment certificates and achievement
certificates. This Foundation is helping the victims to re-generate the lost documents. In short the
service of Afkar India Foundation is valuable as not only for students but also the family identity
cards like ration cards and personal ID cards like voter ID, Pan Card and Driving licence.

KMCC
Kerala Muslim Cultural Centre is the Cultural Wing of Indian Union Muslim League and it has
subcommittees in all GCC countries and many regions where there is a presence for Kerala Muslims.
KMCC Delhi wing regularly send its volunteers weekly to the different relief camps and organizes
different motivational sections for the students. A big project of houses in the name of “Baithul
Rahma” is going on within the premises of the housing project construction of a building for the
school is also going on.
The major area of concentration of KMCC volunteers are in creating mentality for the inter
community coexistence between Hindus and Muslims children. Presently the minds of Hindus are
far away from Muslims and vice versa. Unfortunately following the incidents, the hostility between
the community is being seen even in the minds of children. As a remedy for this harmful situation
KMCC volunteers compile the students from different communities and ensure their participation in
group plays. The volunteers are a big group of the students from different branches of education from
the prestigious universities in Delhi and they provide regular motivational and counselling classes
for the children and parents in relief camps and schools. In short all these civil societies are providing
quality education free of cost. They are rising their funds through personal donations and Corporate
Social Responsibility (CCR) funds. The activities of different civil society organizations joining
hand have helped for the maximum enrolment of drop out students back into schools, and create a
consciousness and awareness among the parents.

Khudai Khidmat Ghar
Khudai Khidmat Ghar is a civil society organization which was found by the Indian freedom
fighter Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan. It has units and activists across India. The organization focus on
the social, educational and moral uplift of the entire society and work for it very dedicatedly. The
Organization extended its services to Muzaffar Nagar to help the riot affected families and children.
The organization distributed the materials to help farmers to continue their work in agricultural
fields. Another remarkable activity of Khudai Khidmat Ghar was the distribution of cycles among
the school going students. This helped the students to get enrolled in schools far from their refugee
camps. The organization conducted student gatherings and family gatherings to rebuild the lost
communal harmony among different communities.

Conclusion
Civil society organizations have to play a major role where the state arrangements fail to do what it is
needed. The activities of civil society are considered in many occasions across the world as inevitable
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substitute to government systems where it is not functioning in sufficient manner. This paper was an
attempt to find out different kinds of activities initiated by various civil society organizations in postriot Muzaffar Nagar, India, especially for the uplift of riot affected children. The involvement of civil
society organizations is visible widely in the rehabilitation process after the riot particularly in creating
educational opportunities to the children. Many organizations initiated to enrol the drop out students in
various private and public schools and some of them established their own schools. It is worth to mention
that some above mentioned organizations were formed only for the educational purposes of the riot
affected children. In this paper, I have shed light upon some important organizations which were very
active in educational activities in Muzaffar Nagar. There are many other small and big organizations
which are working very sincerely for the riot affected children of Muzaffar Nagar. In short, the activities
of different civil society organizations in post- riot period of Muzaffar Nagar are appreciable and it
should be studied and applied in different parts of the world where the people specially children are
suffering from the communal and religious riots, terrorist attacks and state initiated wars.
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Abstract
What are the rights of the parents in educating children? How do they relate to the duties of the
school system to ensure that future citizens abandon prejudice and commit to the eradication of
discrimination in society? The paper will focus on one of the most recent and contended issues, i.e.
gender and sexual orientation. It will analyse the fundamental right of parents, but at the same time
investigate its boundaries and scope when it comes to the overarching duty to provide a nurturing
environment for the full realization of the rights and capabilities of children.
The first part of the paper analyses international law instruments and scrutinizes from a comparative
constitutional law perspective the balance reached in some countries. In its second part, a policyoriented reasoning undermines the sometimes wide-spread assumption that parents have an almost
absolute monopoly in matters of education and argues that in reality a pluralistic environment
of ideas, based on public reason, is the scenario from which most statements on parental rights
in constitutions and international law sources stem. Indeed, to a closer look the very same legal
instruments also mandate supervision by public authorities and are not neutral when it comes to
the fostering of human rights and the values they express. The fundamental right of parents cannot
be severed from the equally fundamental role of society to guarantee the right of the child to learn,
explore and mature in order to decide by herself.
This dialectical approach based on the complementarity and concurrence of intra-familiar (or endofamiliar) and extra-familiar (or eso-familiar) views is illustrated by applying it to some practical
examples drawn from the most recent case-law of American and European countries in relation
to LGBTI matters, such as: fitness to adopt, objections to gay teachers in denominational schools
and the exemptions awarded to private schools, the duty to ensure a safe school environment, the
shift in legal terminology from parental rights to parental responsibilities with regard to freedom of
conscience and religion.

1. Parental rights or parental monopolies?1

1) The text was written for the 4th International Family Conference: Children's Rights and Family, held at the Nile
University of Nigeria in Abuja, and is updated as of 19-20 November 2016.
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The role of parents in the education of their children is not a new matter of analysis. It is as widely
discussed as the right to education. The right of parents to educate their children is entrenched
in international and national legal sources. The discussion of new topics in curriculum activities
and recent movements within society against discussing contentious matters in schools suggest
considering anew what the role of parents is.
The starting point of this analysis is a picture of the current clashes between parents and schooling
institutions, mostly public educational facilities. These clashes used to arise in the past when
sex education was at stake. Nowadays, objections to the same topic retain their strength, but they
revive and take on a new shape when the matter to be dealt with at school concerns gender equality
in its broadest sense, which includes also gender identity and sexual orientation. Parents claim
a fundamental right to educate their children, reaching as far as to entitle them to object to any
curricular activity that touches upon gender, gender identity and sexual orientation. The claim is
brought forward notwithstanding whether the perspective is on sexual conduct, loving relationships,
stereotypes or self-determination.
It is submitted that the right of parents to educate their children does not represent a right to
monopolize their education. On the contrary, they bear a responsibility rather than a right and the
legitimate right to educate and pass on family values is part of a broader legal setting where parents
are but one of the actors involved in ensuring a nurturing educational environment. By analysing
the international and constitutional sources that guarantee the right of parents, I will show that they
were never conceived as holding an absolute right to set out the educational path of their children
and that other provisions undermine their claim to hold a right to object to curricular activities
deemed incompatible with the family values. Eventually, the overall picture will show that their right
is indeed a responsibility, i.e. a duty to expose children to educational pluralism. It is for this very
purpose that international conventions and constitutions safeguard their fundamental right and duty
to take an active role in ensuring such an environment.
Moreover, it rather seems that recent claims to ban education on “sensitive matters” is more an
acknowledgement of the parent’s abdication of the educational role they should exercise constantly.
They should concur with education institutions. The objection by families to the role of teachers
and schools may be triggered by the fact that from being one of the many voices conveying values
nowadays schools end up being the only voice in the absence of the parent’s one.

2. The Convention on the Rights of the Child and international instruments
The most relevant international instrument when it comes to education is the Convention on the
Rights of the Child – hereinafter CRC – whose Article 28 (1) places on the States Parties an obligation
to recognize the right of the child to education. Within the framework of such a Convention this right
is crucial and cannot be emptied of any meaning by leaving it devoid of value and content and merely
conceived as a right to access (see General Comment, para 3). Hence Article 29 states the aims of
education. Letters from a) to d) in its first paragraph mandates that education of the child shall be
directed to the development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their
fullest potential (litt. a), to the development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations (litt. b). The more general aim is
the ‘preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace,
tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups
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and persons of indigenous origin’. Parents are considered in litt. c), which states a further aim: ‘The
development of respect for the child's parents”. Education – as reaffirmed by the General Comment
– does not stop in school and parents play a role along other key actors as teachers, but do not retain
any special status when it comes to education, as shown by Articles 5 and 18 CRC.
Whereas the CRC is mostly silent on the educational role of parents, Article 13 (3) of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (hereinafter ICESCR) explicitly mandates the
‘respect for the liberty of parents . . . to choose for their children schools, other than those established
by the public authorities’, yet private schools must ‘conform to such minimum educational standards
as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their
children in conformity with their own convictions.’
The right of parents to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with
their own convictions could be read as being included in the fundamental right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, which is entrenched in Article 18(4) of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (hereinafter ICCPR), in Article 12(4) of the American Convention on Human
Rights (ACHR), and, within the framework of the right to education, in Article 2 of Protocol No. 1 to
the European Convention on Human Rights, ECHR.
The European regional system has indeed several sources that guarantee the role of the parents in
connection to the education of their children. Article 2 of the Protocol to the ECHR affirms that ‘[i]
n the exercise of any functions which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State
shall respect the right of parents to ensure such education and teaching in conformity with their own
religious and philosophical convictions.’ This article, along with point 15 of the Community Charter
of the Fundamental Social Rights of Workers, adopted in 1989, and Article 10 of the European
Social Charter, is referred to in the Explanations relating to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union, an official interpretation of the Charter provisions. Article 14(3) of the Charter
of fundamental rights of the European Union affirms ‘the right of parents to ensure the education
and teaching of their children in conformity with their religious, philosophical and pedagogical
convictions shall be respected, in accordance with the national laws governing the exercise of such
freedom and right.’ The explanation to this provision significantly underlines that ‘Regarding the
right of parents, it must be interpreted in conjunction with the provisions of Article 24’, i.e. the article
devoted to the rights of the child.

3. Constitutional sources
It is still rare for constitutions to mention the right to education, as this is a fairly recent development.
It comes as no surprise that the most recent constitutional documents encompass it. This is the case
for some South-American, African and European constitutions. In common-law countries, where a
written constitution might not exist, statutory or quasi constitutional laws affirm such a right.
The acknowledgement of this right usually safeguards access to education and in most cases to free
and compulsory schooling and rarely affirms the rights of parents to define the children’s educational
pattern. In some instances, the constitutions are more inclined to consider and affirm the role of the
State in implementing this fundamental right.
The Italian Constitution of 1947 is a remarkable example when it comes to providing clear safeguards
to parents. Article 30, para 1, reads: ‘It is the duty and right of parents to support, teach and raise
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their children, even if born out of wedlock’. The scope of this provision is unsure, as no case-law
developed from it and scholars devoted little attention to its interpretation. This right of parents
to teach (‘istruire’) and educate (‘educare’) is rather rare in comparative constitutional law and
originates from the Roman Catholic components of the Constitutional Assembly that drafted the
Constitution, claiming the natural rights of the family as the elementary grouping in society. Other
constitutions, when affirming the role of parents in the educational framework, limit their right to the
field of religious or moral teachings. Compare Article 27, para 3 of the Spanish Constitution: ‘The
public authorities guarantee the right of parents to ensure that their children receive religious and
moral instruction in accordance with their own convictions.’
However, constitutional provisions not always look at the parents as bearer of rights and duties in
affirming certain family, religious or moral values. In some cases, the constitutional framework aims
at setting boundaries to their power in relation to education. In a 2012 decision sthe Supreme Court
of India, when deciding on the validity of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(RTE) Act, held that
unlike other fundamental rights, the right to education places a burden not only on the State,
but also on the parent/guardian of every child [Article 51A(k)]. The Constitution directs both
burdens to achieve one end: the compulsory education of children free from the barriers of
cost, parental obstruction or State inaction.
In a 2005 decision, R (on the application of Williamson and others) v. Secretary of State for Education
and Employment and Others, the House of Lords rejected the argument that the right to education
provided for by the Human Rights Act, which incorporates into UK law the European Convention
of Human Rights, can be relied upon to justify corporal punishment towards disobedient pupils. The
case involved teachers and parents of an independent Christian school, who unsuccessfully tried to
challenge the prohibition on corporal punishment in schools by invoking Article 2 of the Additional
Protocol to the ECHR.
Several constitutions affirm the duty of the State to control and ensure that the educational
environment complies with standards that preserve and respect the best interest of the child. These
standards do vary, but they all underpin the idea that the goal, in line with Art. 29 CRC, is to provide
the child with a nurturing environment, which not necessarily is guaranteed by granting pure
discretion to parents. In some contexts, like the one mentioned above concerning India, a context
of harsh traditional inequalities, parents may even be seen as jeopardizing the right to such an
environment and the perspective of social change. Respect is paid to the values of parents not only
taken alone, but also as being part of a larger community of values. For the same reason, boundaries
are placed on community values as well. Article 24, paragraph 4, of the Turkish Constitution reads:
‘Religious and moral education and instruction shall be conducted under State supervision and
control’.
In few cases the constitutions themselves substantiate this nurturing educational environment and
set out a more defined framework. In view of this purpose, we can identify provisions that mandate
a scientific paradigm, as in Article 19 of the Egyptian Constitution: ‘The goals of education are to .
. . root the scientific method of thinking’. A further example is Article 42, para 3 of the Constitution
of the Republic of Turkey, which mandates that education be ‘based on contemporary scientific and
educational principles, under the supervision and control of the State’ and forbids the establishment
of educational institutions that contravene these principles.
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A more common binding paradigm relates to the guarantee of fundamental values of society such
as ‘citizenship, tolerance and non-discrimination’ (Art. 19 of the Egyptian Constitution), which is
associated with the obligation to provide education in accordance with international quality standards.

4. How to balance respect for parental roles and guarantee of a nurturing
environment
The clash between the rights on one side of parents to define the education of their children, one the
other side of the State to ensure that the educational environment provides the best opportunities
and guarantees to children, has been enlivening many of today’s debates and has done so for the past
decades as well. International sources cannot be called upon for guidance, as they acknowledge both
poles without any explicit ranking. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, by affirming that ‘[p]
arents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children’ does not
provide an absolute right and does not ban any external control over the education given. Article 18
ICCPR must be read together with Article 13 ICESCR.
It is important to understand that both provisions have a common ratio: ensure an educational
pluralism to the child. The role of the family and the safeguards awarded to their rights stem from the
idea that a monopoly of education by the State is a threat and not a guarantee. As a former President
of the European Court of Human Rights observed some time ago (Wildhaber 1993, p. 550), the
rights of parents are legitimate bulwarks against totalitarian tendencies by the State in its educational
approach, a dreaded scenario that would trample the dignity of the child and serve an ideology.
On the other side, the perilous side of education rights may reside within the family itself. It is the
duty of the State to protect the fundamental right of the child to benefit of a nurturing environment.
Within this context it is important to underline that it is too narrow an approach to reduce the notion
of education to teaching or merely to the passing on of the values of parents or adults. In fact, this
approach was embraced at some point by the European Court of Human Rights in Campbell and
Cosans v. United Kingdom, at para. 33. As again Wildhaber pointed out, education also encompasses
“[leading] the child to the realisation of its self, to an independent and critical judgement, to tolerance
and spontaneous initiative’ (1993, p. 531).
State and parents do and must coexist as key actors for the implementation of a right to education
pursuing the best interest of the child. Parents have the right to convey their values, yet they cannot
claim that these values are absolute and should not be questioned or compared with other values.
Critical judgement as well as scientific reasoning represent vital ingredients for young minds in their
development. Pluralism triggers a critical approach, which is in turn the essence of the capacity to
properly self-determine one’s life. Pluralism is crucial when raising a minor and essential to the
goal of letting children exercise their fundamental right to be heard based on free and informed
choice. By exposing children to the viewpoint of the family and of society they enjoy pluralism and
engage regularly in an at-distance dialogue between their family traditions and the values conveyed
by the development of society, whether the latter is being perceived for the better or for the worse.
Monologues and monopolies kill educational pluralism and the nurturing environment it yields.
From a legal point of view striking a balance is possible by bearing in mind the goals that underpin
international and constitutional documents, i.e. safeguarding the complementarity and concurrence
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of intra-familiar (or endo-familiar) and extra-familiar (or eso-familiar) views and value transmissions.
A few examples of sensitive cases related to gender and sexual orientation juxtaposing families and
public institutions shed light on how to solve past and present issues.

5. Fitness of foster carers and adoptive parents
In an area that is unrelated to schooling, but not to education, foster care, an English case in recent
years concluded a suit brought by carers against the refusal to consider them a couple suitable for
welcoming a child. In Johns & Anor, R (on the application of) v Derby City Council & Anor the
High Court held that attitudes of potential foster carers to sexuality are relevant when considering an
application for approval. The judges considered that
[i]f children, whether they are known to be homosexuals or not, are placed with carers who,
in the language used by way of description in [the intervener’s counsel]’s written submissions,
evince an antipathy, objection to or disapproval of, homosexuality and same-sex relationships,
there may well be a conflict with the local authority’s duty to “safeguard and promote” the
“welfare” of looked-after children.
At para 106 LJ Munby held that the material submitted by the Equality and Human Rights
Commission ‘does show a body of opinion which considers that a child or young person who is
homosexual or is doubtful about his or her sexual orientation may experience isolation and fear of
discovery if their carer is antipathetic to or disapproves of homosexuality or same-sex relationships’.
In a case concerning the determination of suitability to adopt under Italian law and a case in which
parents objected to prospective adoptive children of certain ethnic origins, the Supreme Court sitting
in joint chambers ruled that the best interest of the child controls over
those interests theoretically conflicting with it, including those based on the desires of the
adopters, which yield when compared to the first. The need for parenting, from which stems
the initiative for an adoptive relationship, must coexist with the acceptance of the minor's
identity and diversity, with the aim to affirm their fundamental rights.
Both cases do not focus on education, but on the environment, i.e. the family in view of adoption
or foster care, that better suits the needs of a child. The link between a hypothetical child and the
parents is not established, for, if it were, their religious views would hardly represent per se an
obstacle and the fundamental right to transmit moral and religious values would apply. However,
conditions are imposed on strongly religious families and any other in comparable situations, if they
represent obstacles to the child’s right to education and do not meet minimum standards, as recent
cases in Germany have highlighted.
A child in need places an obligation upon the public authorities to protect their fundamental rights
and this obligation mandates a close scrutiny of the fitness of a couple to ensure the best environment
to strive in and experience inadequate respect for the minor’s dignity.
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6. Gay teachers in denominational schools
Another aspect that can be viewed from the prospective of providing a nurturing educational
environment imbued with pluralism is employment standards in denominational schools. Protecting
teachers that express or that are associated with a specific sexual orientation that is to some
extent contrary to the religious rules of the school is first and foremost a matter of protection of
an employee’s fundamental rights as an individual. However, true recognition of the role and
prerogatives of a denominational schools counterbalances the employee’s rights and impacts on the
assessment of where to strike the just equilibrium.
At the European Union level Directive 2000/78/EC to a large extent decided in favour of the
individual. Balancing is a matter that requires application to a real case, yet the room available is
limited by Article 4:
a difference of treatment based on a person's religion or belief shall not constitute
discrimination where, by reason of the nature of these activities or of the context in which they
are carried out: ‘a person's religion or belief constitute a genuine, legitimate and justified
occupational requirement, having regard to the organisation's ethos.
Contrary to other equality provisions, it factors in the national constitutional identity of the Member
States, by stating that ‘[t]his difference of treatment shall be implemented taking account of Member
States' constitutional provisions and principles’, but also by stating that the general principles of
Community law must be taken into account as well and that this justification ‘should not justify
discrimination on another ground’, such as the protected ground of sexual orientation.
In 2016 an Italian court dealt with and decided a case involving a teacher, whose sexual and loving
life was targeted by rumours raised in the workplace. Summoned by the head of the Roman Catholic
school she refused to answer any question related to her private life, arguing that enquiries in these
fields were irrelevant to assess her professional profile. As a consequence, her contract was not
renewed for a sixth year. The judge (First instance Court of Rovereto, order 22 June 2016, appeal
pending) found in favour of the teacher, considering that the school could not discriminate against on
the ground of sexual orientation, and awarded pecuniary damages.
Should the protection of the rights of the teacher also consider the educational pluralism that a
student is be entitled to? The answer may be positive if the school is a State-run institution, negative
if we were to look at private institutions. The right to establish private schools is found in many
international and national documents. Provisions similar to those of Article 13(3) of the ICESCR,
which expressly states the right of parents to choose for their children’s schools, other than those
established by the public authorities, can be found in Article 13(4) of the Additional Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (so
called ‘Protocol of San Salvador’). Such right would be curtailed if the same pluralism were to be
imposed upon institutions who explicitly make of their specific and alternative approach the reason
for concurring in the educational system with public alternatives.
However, it is equally true that pluralism within any educational context is a paramount asset for
guaranteeing a nurturing environment and that preferences by consumers as to the characteristics
of the economic service they wish may not justify discrimination on the side of the employer, as
ascertained in several occasions by EU Court of Justice and US case-law. In regard to sex, see for
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instance Wilson v. Southwest Airlines Co, 517 F Supp 292, 299 (N D Tex 1981).
Yet, if exposure to and understanding of different sets of values is a necessary resource for shaping
a critical mind, it cannot be said that this goal can only be attained by relying on a pluralistic
workforce. For this reason, from a child-oriented perspective the boundaries are placed on the results
to be reached, results that must be proven by private educational actors. An entirely heterosexual
teaching staff in a denominational school is perfectly suited to present views that gender inequality
is unjust or that gay and lesbian segregation in society violates fundamental rights of the people
concerned.
The same approach holds true whenever home-schooling is permitted. When a legal text affirms a
right and a duty to schooling rather than purely to education, the legal choice has been made that
the child must be placed in an educational setting such as a school. However, schooling is rarely
mentioned as such and some countries allow education to take place within families themselves. In
France since the Jules Ferry Laws of the XIX century home-schooling is recognized and regulated.
Article L131-2 of the French Code of Education reads that mandatory teaching can be ensured within
the family by both parents, either of them or by any person they entrust. Italy has similar provisions.
This said, the State does not turn a blind eye on those children and mandates a permanent monitoring
process and sets educational targets for verification all along the way. Within this context assessing
whether a critical and scientific approach is stimulated in the child’s mind shall be as much a priority
as verifying what notions they have garnered.

7. From parental rights to parental responsibilities
When thinking at home-schooling and the obligation upon families to provide a nurturing
environment based on educational pluralism, even within house walls, one may question if this does
not impinge on the rights of the parents as safeguarded in international laws. It does not. Whenever
parents decide to exclude third-parties from the education of their children, they must accept the
burden of complying with the minimum tasks that would otherwise have been performed by the
State. It is a choice that comes at a cost.
Once educational pluralism becomes common ground and ensuring the best interest of the child part
of the fundamental State policies, it tramples any idea of a legal monopoly by parents over the child.
This shift is paradigmatic and conveyed by the semantic evolution of expressions denoting parental
roles. They are no longer attached to rights, but rather to responsibilities. The right to pass on values
and traditions dear to the family remains unharmed, yet this cannot occur in a waterproof home
education environment. Children have a fundamental right to get in touch with the pluralism that
animates society, to become fully-fledged citizens capable of assuming the full meaning of social
values like solidarity and human dignity. Respect for freedom of conscience and religion entails
respect for the religious and personal beliefs of other fellow citizens and for their conscience.
For this very same reason, parents cannot object to measures taken to ensure school safety, which
encompass non-discrimination policies. The obligation upon the state to fight discrimination and
its causes and reduce the risk of exclusion is found in various sources of law. Article 19 of the CRC
obliges States Parties to
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take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect
the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s),
legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.
A set of legal principles control how schools, whether public or private, must handle bullying and
discriminatory behaviours in general. Safety regulations applying to working environment may
extend their reach to certain kind of educational settings, especially when they target vocational
training. The above mentioned EU Directive 2000/78/EC extends its material scope also to nondiscrimination in ‘access to all types and to all levels of vocational guidance, vocational training,
advanced vocational training and retraining, including practical work experience’ (Article 3(1)(b).
The Court of Justice has been generous in reading in the said provision high schools, as long as they
lead to a professional life.
Pupils are vulnerable subjects that the school must defend from any menace, including bullying
on whatever ground. Prevention and risk-assessment are vital in reducing violations of the child’s
fundamental rights and personal integrity. Approaches that apply to safety, health, and welfare of
people at work should apply to educational settings. The obligations upon teachers and principals
may well entail their liability if anything occurs in the school and the child is harmed. This is
especially likely to occur if threats and menaces have been witnessed and brought to the attention of
the duty bearers. If inaction follows and a severe damage is caused to the well-being of the child, it
can be argued that there is a serious violation of a particular obligation or responsibility to respect,
promote and realize the dignity of the child and ensure a safe environment.

8. Conclusions
In present days totalitarian educational approaches on the side of the States are not a real scenario
in democratic societies. The attention drawn on the right to education comes from family actors,
claiming an absolute right to bar schools from even talking about certain matters or from depicting
a wide range of values, perceived as a menace to the traditional values that the family considers
unshakable.
If the State has not exercised a totalitarian or more pervasive approach, why have vigorous claims
arisen in recent years? They target not just matters of equality and dignity related to sexual
orientation and gender. They question values of gender equality and family pluralism that have
existed as common ground for the past decades. It is submitted that dual income-families and other
factors, including social and ‘virtual’ life of family members, have severely reduced the time parents
can or are willing to spend with their children. Child rearing is not just a qualitative, but also a
quantitative matter.
Parents are falling behind in terms of dialogue and transmission of their values. They perceive they
have become less and less central in the values the child decides to share. Rather than conquering
back the ground and improving quality of family life, their losing out to the State. Public authorities
are actually asked by families themselves to fill the gap and provide increased schooling service (fulltime curricular activities, etc.). The solution that is envisaged in such a scenario would either be to
impose upon external educational services the parents’ agenda of values or to avoid any competition
by barring schools to discuss religious or moral values at all. Formal neutrality hides a greater
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danger, though. It is contended, however, that were these views even to succeed in affirming their
claims, perhaps the main actor in shaping, for the better or for the worse, the educational path of their
children might turn out to be neither the family nor the school. In many democracies, it is no longer
the religious community either. It could well be the magmatic chaos of Internet and social media, all
well beyond the effective control of these traditional actors.
State-run schools shall not become schools à la carte, where parents dictate values or pick what they
would like their children to hear or not hear. To a large extent the same goes for private schools. The
State cannot abdicate a function that is entrenched not just in international instruments, but also in
state constitutions. In view of the unprecedented complex transition that educational pluralism is
facing and the menaces coming from unprecedented voices and actors at very early stages of the
child’s development, it is far more important than in the past that all traditional actors in raising and
educating a child cooperate to ensure that critical judgement and scientific thinking is obtained by
living in a nurturing environment. Threats are won by providing the victim with the instruments
to understand, recognize and fight them. It is a right of the child, but also a duty placed upon both
family and society.
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Two institutions embrace the child: the family and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC),
the family is the closest to the child; no one could be closer to a child than its own family. The CRC
is universal and spans the whole globe; it is one of the most widely approved and ratified treaties
on human rights in history. Almost all countries in the world have signed and ratified it. One of the
latest countries to do so was Somalia. Although Presidents Clinton and Obama signed it, the US
stands practically alone in not ratifying it. When asked why it has not ratified the CRC, the US says
that it is not the content itself of the CRC that is contrary to US understanding of society’s obligations
to the child. What the CRC states is congenial and compatible with how the US judiciary governs
society in relation to children. The preferred argument in the US why the US is not ratifying the CRC
is that treaties issued by the United Nations would undermine American sovereignty. Some parents’
associations and religious authorities oppose ratification, since they feel the CRC might jeopardise
parental authority, especially concerning sexual and religious education; there is a fear that the
family would become hostage to another authority than itself and that the local would be run over by
the global. We could find a similar argument in religious communities in other parts of the world.
While children enjoy having the most intimate relation through family and the most universal
relation through the CRC, they are nevertheless still not everywhere ensured of the inherent dignity
and inalienable rights they are entitled to. It is true that things have improved. Children are less at
risk today than yesterday. When we through statistics look at the impact of and the changes brought
about by and through the Millennium Development Goals we can be grateful that the situation of and
for children have significantly changed for the better. The overarching vision of cutting the amount
of extreme poverty worldwide in half by 2015 was one achievement affecting real change. During the
Taliban’s reign, fewer than one million children went to school in Afghanistan. Now about six million
children are registered in schools and about one third of them are girls. People’s health is improving.
The world population has gained more than a decade of life expectancy since 1980. An important
contributor to this has been large falls in death rates for many communicable diseases particularly in
the last 10 years, including HIV/AIDS, malaria, and diarrhea. In sub-Saharan Africa, the annual rate
of reduction of under-five mortality was more than five times between 2005 and 2013 compared to
between 1990 and 1995. There’s progress and we see it thanks to globalization and improved media
throughout the whole world.
And yet, children are not faring well; they are the first victims. From all over the world, we see the
fate of children displayed on the screen of our TV sets and tablets. Through globalization and media
we learn first hand about the plight of children in war, as refugees, as street children and as child
workers. There is Alan Kurdî, the little boy found drowned on the beach in Turkey. There is Omran
Daqneesh, the little boy covered in dust in the ambulance in Aleppo wiping away blood from his
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face. There are the silent and stunned faces of the Chibok schoolgirls kidnapped by Boko Haram.
In Myanmar the Rohingya children are losing their future because they are deprived of education,
60% have never even been to school because their families are too poor. 80 % of the Rohingya are
illiterate. The first victims of war and conflict are children.
In spite of the real progress as can be best seen from a helicopter-perspective, the impact of poverty
gets more graphic the closer we get. Extreme poverty has many faces, including the heart wrenching
faces of far too many children. This is when poverty ceases to be numbers and figures, yes, almost
statistical abstractions, when one can no longer put one element against the other and as in a balance
just read the results. Poverty like war and conflict has a face, the face of a child and the powerlessness
and impotence of the family of the child in poverty. What can the parents do?
In cities in Nigeria’s Muslim north one may come across the Almajiri children, literally students of
Islamic schools. The Almajiri children are usually little boys between the ages of four and 15 and
mostly a direct product of a crisis in their families, broken homes, economic challenges. They lack
adequate family cover and might even be sent away because their parents cannot take care of them.
While the original name Almajiri meant a Qur'anic student the word developed legs of its own and
acquired a different understanding, today an Almajiri child is a destitute or a beggar. Children are
sent out to the streets under the guise of Almajiri when the family’s resources are overstretched.
Because of its religious meaning of old in northern Nigeria, Niger and Chad, as a school for the
students of Islam, religious tradition is however becoming a vehicle for children as street children
and beggars. These boys make easy pickings as recruits for Boko Haram, the extreme Islamic
insurgency whose name means, “Western education is forbidden”. These children are separated from
their parents at a young age. Their psyche has been changed, so of course they will be vulnerable.
They have become a target for abuse. The family couldn’t protect them but thought that that which
was known as a way towards religious learning would be a safety net but it turned out to be a trap for
the abuse of children under the cloak of religion.
The topic of religion and children is a very sensitive issue in every religion and in every region of the
world. Pope Francis has repeatedly spoken up against the sexual abuse of children within the Catholic
Church and elsewhere, calling it a tragedy, saying: "We must not tolerate the abuse of minors. We
must defend minors. And we must severely punish the abusers."
There are those in the US and elsewhere who in order to, as it were, protect the role and right of
religion in relation to children portray the CRC as hostile to religion. CRC would be antagonistic to
the presence and role of religion in the life of children. They don’t see or want to see that CRC in
affirming the recognition of the inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all members
of the human family expresses the importance of the traditions and cultural values of each people for
the protection and harmonious development of the child.
The CRC underlines that States Parties respect the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, adding that freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only
to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or
morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
The space given to the role of religion in the life of the family and in the upbringing of children is
grounded in the intrinsic place of children in every religious tradition. Children are mentioned and
present in all religious traditions. At the celebration of Passover in the Jewish tradition, there must
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be a child present at the celebration, who through his or her questions prompts the telling of the story
about Passover as the liberation and exodus from slavery. Jesus made the child the example of life in
the presence of the Divine. The most well known account of Jesus interacting with children is found
in Mark 10: “People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but
the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’ . . .
And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them”. Here Jesus not
only welcomes the children into his presence but blesses them saying: “’Truly I tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’” Hadiths tell us that the
Prophet was fond of children, played games with children, joked with them and befriended them.
The Upanishads say that the cosmic process of God creating continues in the birth of every child.
Buddha’s method of Dhamma-teaching involves children to take part directly as well as indirectly.
While it is true that most religious traditions function as a support of the child it is also true that
parents and institutions may refer to religious traditions in a way that leaves the question open
whether it benefits the dignity and security of the child. Religion and religious traditions must never
become an excuse to continue in a way that is not according to the inherent dignity of each child. In
the name of religion, there can be no justification for taking advantage of the child, for subjugation
and humiliation of the child.
A recurrent issue in the realm of religious traditions, family and the child is the question of discipline.
This question has been significant in the deliberations of the multifaith organization that I here
represent: Arigatou International, a Japanese Buddhist inspired program bringing people of different
religions and no religion together in an interreligious network for the wellbeing, security and dignity
of the child. The programs of Arigatou are all established in active support of the CRC. Whether it is
the program of Ethics Education, the program Prayer and Action or the program End Child Poverty,
the network of Arigatou, the Global Network of Religions for Children, is based on the CRC and
eager to foster an interreligious fellowship of likeminded people to stand up for the child, resorting to
the best of our respective religious traditions as support, inspiration and ethics in making the world
fit for children. The discussion parenting, childrearing, discipline and the limits of discipline has
been an important conversation in the interreligious work of Arigatou International.
In our upbringing of children, we need as parents and grown-ups because of our experience help our
children safely and securely through childhood. We need to point to ways ahead that are safe. As
parents we need to tell children which ways are dangerous. It is the responsibility of parents. We
say that we need discipline to help our children. We say we need to discipline our children. And we
may in boosting our authority point to our religious traditions giving parents the task to educate our
children through disciplining them, if need be.
In our discussion we said that a definition of discipline must take into account the effective history or
Wirkungsgeschichte of the concept discipline. It is true that the root word is “disciple,” which means,
“to teach or train” but because of the effective history of discipline it cannot be the only definition
of the word. Discipline is also understood as the practice of training people to obey rules or a code
of behaviour, using punishment to correct disobedience. Discipline also means control obtained
by enforcing compliance or order. Discipline also means a systematic method to obtain obedience.
Discipline also means a state of order based on submission to rules and authority. Discipline also
means a state of order based on submission to rules and authority. Discipline also means punishment
intended to correct or train.
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In our discussion we questioned whether the concept discipline, even if it was prefaced by “non-violent”
was the best way to describe the relationship between parent and child, teacher and child, etc. We
suggested that the concept discipline in relation to religion has such a history that it would be best to
find other ways to describe the upbringing of children in the context of religion. Not only has religion
been used to support corporal punishment and other forms of discipline in the sense of training
children to obey rules but it also paints an image of a relationship that is built on one being in power
(allowed to discipline the other) and the other without power (assigned to receive discipline). One can
simply not overlook the linkages and interrelations of religion and violence, religion and authority,
religion and filial piety, religion and hierarchy, religion and power.
There are people of religion, who argue that corporal punishment is a loving act and that disciplining
children is the God-given responsibility of parents in order for them to raise their children according
to principle of their religion, which would include administering what they would say is a loving,
proper corrective discipline in appropriate circumstances.
In our discussion people of different religions agreed that people of religion, religious leaders and
religious authorities should revisit the concept discipline in order to consider childrearing that is not
tainted with “discipline”.
I have shared with you an example of religious communities involved in an on-going dialogue with
CRC and equivalent documents for the wellbeing of family and children, not only for the sake of
our understanding of discipline. The encounter of religious communities with the CRC opens how
different worlds may meet each other, requiring long-haul perspectives, reciprocity and dialogue. Not
least as a consequence of the Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment and Secularization, our time
has given birth to a rights-based language. Nowhere is this more evident than in the way our time
looks upon children. The CRC introduces a new framework: the child is not the property of anyone.
It has a value not only because it is the extension of its parents or family or a link to the future. It has
a value not only once it has learned what we want it to know, a value as a prospective adult. Already
as a child, irrespective of what it has received, it has a right in itself and this is something new in our
time and in religious communities. One of the problems often held up in relation to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and similar declarations is the criticism that it is overemphasizing
rights as the overarching value. Religious traditions often use a different language than the secular
world. The encounter of CRC with religious communities should lead to a mutual and better
understanding how to navigate e.g. between rights and responsibilities, well aware of that concepts
and words do not always mean the same in the religious setting as they do in a secular setting.
The family carries with it a certain relationship to that which has been, how previous generations
lived or related to what they had received, memories of childhood and adolescence, expectations
of how to carry further into a new generation that which constituted a coming together of families.
The task is difficult and dependent on outer circumstances, society, work, unemployment, freedom,
oppression, liberty, limitations, peace, war and conflict, economy... Our time is complex and burdens
are put on the shoulders of family.
The way parents and caregivers nurture ethical behaviours is both explicit and implicit. From the
time the child is a baby, parents explicitly and automatically tell the child to eat the vegetables,
share their toys, obey their parents, not steal, tell the truth, etc. On the other hand, implicit teaching
is more complex and less overtly moral. It refers to how parents deal with disagreement, parents’
relationships with friends, with other family or community members, with people of other faiths. It
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is also shaped by the way parents answer questions, the opinions they casually or repeatedly express
about other people. Parents nurture ethical values through the ways they interact with their own
children. In contexts of domestic violence, it is likely to pass it on to the next generation because
children learn that violence is a way of dealing with problems. We know the saying “The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge” (Jeremiah 31,29). Whereas most
parents understand explicit values teaching, they often underestimate the implicit ways they shape
their children’s ethical development, values and identity formation.
Life together in whatever form will take a different turn in front the newborn child. It is in front of
children that we understand vulnerability. The child is vulnerable; we know how defenceless children
are, how easily they become victims and how often they are the first victims of war, poverty, hunger,
and violence. But we also know more than in any other encounter that it is in front of children that we
as adults also are the most vulnerable. Can we protect our children, can they trust us, can we show
them which way to go, and are we strong enough to be their safety and security? Worry accompanies
us, parents or not, in the face of children. Nothing can more than children catapult us out of
indifference and into chaos. It is here that we as human beings are the most vulnerable and sensitive.
Children are able to take us out of ourselves, where we may recognize dimensions in ourselves, in
the world, in life itself that go beyond exclusively rational categories. It is in such phases of life that
the CRC can give us parameters for living responsibly in our time. But it is also in such phases of life,
that communities of faith and tradition, through networks and alliances, can provide dimensions of
that which was and carried through centuries and generations, which gives soul and spirit to the role
and future of family.
Allow me to end with a reference to the Muslim tradition, which I think puts childrearing in a
perspective that makes it so obvious for us to see the intrinsic relations between God, parents,
educators, children and to see it in a light that goes beyond that which the eye can meet. Within the
Islamic tradition, childhood nurturing, teaching and learning is commonly referred to as Tarbiyaha concept derived from the word R
 abb,one of the beautifully sublime and one of the most intimate
of the Divine names, A r Rabb, بر, Lord, Sustainer, Cherisher, Master, Nourisher. The connection
of childrearing is connected to divine origins and our connection with the divine. Raising a child is a
gift reverberating with the divine.
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Introduction and Background
Democracy and the need to respect, in word and in deed, the human rights of a ll the members of
society, cannot exist independently of each other. As such, a governance system that lacks respect for
human rights does not qualify to be called a democracy. In the same vein, a democratic governance
system that respects the human rights of only some of the members of society is dysfunctional.
Globally, children’s rights have been honored more in word than in deed. This paper proposes that,
to better understand the marginalization of children’s rights in Africa’s emerging democracies, it is
necessary to take a historical approach and retrace how democracy itself has been conceptualized
from the past to the present. That way, we stand to identify what has gone wrong along the way. And
that way, we shall be better placed to prescribe pragmatic solutions going forward, to correct the
situation.
To begin with, it must be noted that democracy is a novel governance idea which different
ideologies come to interpret and implement differently.2 The history of this idea is actually long
and complex; “not only is it marked by conflicting interpretations, but also its ancient and modern
notions intermingle to produce ambiguous and inconsistent accounts of its contemporary meaning”.3
Described in the modern era as “the last man standing,”4 “the only game left in town,”5 and as “political
systems and frontières,”6 the terms in which democracy is couched– and, eventually practiced determine also who is counted in (or included) and who is counted out (or excluded). Democratic
theory and practice is actually fraught with conceptualizations and theorizations of democracy which
are to blame for the marginalization and, in some cases, outright exclusion of certain members of
society, including children aged 18 years and below, who are the focus of the present paper.
In ancient Greece, which is believed to be the cradle of classical democracy, d emokratia,7 as
democracy was called, and conceptualized as rule, power or authority (k ratia) by the people (the
1) amngoma1232000@yahoo.com
2) Terrence Ball and Richard Dagger. (2002). Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal. New York: Longman.
Page 5.
3) David Held. (1996). M
 odels of Democracy.Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. Page xi.
4) Francis Fukuyama. (2006). The End of History and the Last Man Standing. New York: Free Press. Page x i.
5) Larry Diamond. (1994). “Re-thinking Civil Society: toward democratic consolidation.” J ournal of Democracy 5, 4
– 18.
6) Alex Mwamba Ng’oma. (Unpublished). Non-governmental Organizations as Agents of Democratization. Evidence
from Zambia. Page 1.
7) Robert Dahl. (1989). D
 emocracy and its Critics. Yale: University Press. Page 3.
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demos).8 Following this classical theory of democracy, attempts have been made in many societies
all over the world, at different historical times, “to restrict the meaning of the ‘people’ (the demos) to
certain groups. Among them have been: owners of property, white men; educated men; men, those
with particular skills and occupations; white adults; and adults.”9 In ancient Greece particularly,
democracy was overtly characterized by the subordination of private life to public affairs. As such,
Athenian democracy was not democracy of the individual, or the family. Rather, it was democracy
of the city-state, or polis. The assembly of citizens which exercised sovereign power in the city-state
did not embody the entire citizenry, although demokratia was actually direct democracy. Rather, the
demos of Athens consisted of poor, male adult citizens only. For this reason, Athenian democracy
was referred to as “democracy by the poor majority”.10 The demos of Athens met regularly and
deliberated on various issues concerning the running of the polis.Women and children were excluded
from direct participation in public affairs. It was assumed that women were to be represented by the
menfolk. It was further assumed that children lacked proper understanding of public issues and were,
thus, to be represented by the male adults in attendance at public meetings. This, thus, illustrates how
Athenian women and children were literary excluded from political participation in public affairs.
However, the conceptualization of democracy in terms of the people (as the source of power or
authority), as explained in the preceding paragraphs, creates serious problems of ambiguity and
imprecision about who is (to be) included in the definition of the people, and who is (to be) excluded
from it. It was for this reason that later thinkers, such as Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Max Weber
(1864-1920), began to sow new seeds of what culminated into the modern theory of democracy. In
this vein, Joseph Alois Schumpeter (1883 – 1950), an Austrian economist and political thinker, has
come to be widely acknowledged as having made a complete break from the classical tradition of
conceptualizing democracy in terms of the people; he formulated a comprehensive modern theory
of democracy in procedural terms, and called it “the democratic method.”11 He defined procedural
democracy as “that institutional arrangement for arriving at political decisions in which individuals
acquire the power to decide by means of a competitive struggle for the people’s vote.”12 Following this
tradition, democracy has come to be defined broadly as a system of government that is characterized
by the following three conditions:13
(a) Meaningful and extensive competition for political power (among individuals and political
parties, at regular intervals, and excluding the use of force and violence);
(b) A highly inclusive level of political participation in the selection of leaders and the making
of policies, (through regular, free and fair elections, such that no major adult social group is
excluded); and,
(c) A high level of respect for civil and political liberties, (such as freedom of expression, freedom
of the press, freedom to form and join organizations), and so on.
8) America’s sixteenth President, Abraham Lincoln’s popular and over-quoted definition of democracy follows this
tradition. It says that democracy is government of the people, by the people, and for the people.
9) David Held. (1996). Models of Democracy.Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. Page 2.
10)George Sorensen. (1993). Democracy and Democratization. Boulder: Westview Press. Page 4.
11)Schumpeter, Joseph Alois. (1942). C apitalism, Socialism and Democracy. New York and London: Harper
&Brothers Publishers. Page 250.
12)Schumpeter, Joseph Alois. (1942). C
 apitalism, Socialism and Democracy. New York and London: Harper
&Brothers Publishers. Page 250.
13)Larry Diamond, Juan J. Linz, and Seymour Martin Lipset (eds.). D
 emocracy in Developing Countries.Vol. 2:
Africa: Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1998. Page xvi.
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However, a careful scrutiny of the procedural formulation of democracy shows that even the modern
theory of democracy failed to make democracy an all-inclusive enterprise. To begin with, political
competition, which is one of the pillars of procedural democracy, is envisaged for adult members of
political parties only. Similarly, consideration for public office is a preserve of the adult members of
society. Even the enjoyment of civil and political liberties is biased towards adults. Thus, the classical
conceptualization of democracy equally fell short when it came to addressing the need to bring
children’s rights to the center of governance systems.14
Finally, the post-Cold War era saw the emergence of the contemporary theory of democracy. This
theory was mooted in the wake of what political thinkers have come to refer to as the “third wave
of democratization.”15 The “third wave of democratization” began implausibly and unwittingly in
Portugal in 1974. In the 30 years that followed, at least 85 autocratic regimes in Southern Europe,
Latin America, Eastern Europe, Central America, and Africa embraced electoral democracy, or
electoralism.16 During that period, Africa’s one-party states as well as military and communist
regimes all fell from grace. One by one, these regimes were replaced by different shades of
democratic dispensation. Reasons abound that attempt to explain why political change of such
magnitude was inevitable. In addition to the deplorable state of the economies of most African
nations, a loud complaint was to be heard nearly everywhere about how the enjoyment of people’s
civil and political liberties was stifled, with impunity, by various governments. It was, thus, in
this light, that the dawn of the “third wave of democratization” was hailed by the majority of the
continent’s people as “Africa’s Second Wave of Liberation”. The “third wave of democratization”
provided a rare opportunity for the people: to seek the reversal of the negative fortunes of their
economies, to confront political corruption head-on, to restore good and democratic governance
based on the rule of law, as well as to demand for respect for the people’s civil and political liberties.
Almost four decades have now passed since the onset of the “third wave of democratization”. It is
thus, necessary for all African nations to step back a little and responsibly take stock of the gains, if
any, that third wave democracy has brought to the continent. In particular, attention should be paid
to the plight of Africa’s children – those aged 18 years and below – who, for various reasons, are
still very vulnerable. Democracy, which the African peoples yearned for, is not democracy at all, if
the circumference of its civil and political liberties does not adequately cover children, in both word
and deed. There is, thus, urgent need for greater protection of children, through the creation of an
environment that is favorable for the realization of their potential.

Past and Present Efforts to Address Children’s Rights
Children, who constitute 30 percent of the world’s population, are human beings, just like adults are.
As such, they have the same moral status that adults have. However, by virtue of their “physical and
mental immaturity, children need special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection,

14)Samuel P. Huntington. (1993). T
 he Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press.
15)Samuel P. Huntington. (1993). T he Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century. University of
Oklahoma Press.
16)Barbra Geddes. (1999). “What Do We Know About Democracy in 20 Years?” A
 nnual Review of Political Science,
Vol. 2: 115 – 144.
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before and after birth, in order for them to survive and have a chance to grow into adults.”17 Children
are entitled to special protection - protection from abuse, protection from neglect, and protection
from exploitation. They are also entitled to the enjoyment and protection of their social and economic
rights – such as the right to education, the right to proper health care, and the right to an adequate
standard of living necessary for their proper growth and full development.
However, while children have the same moral status as adults do, there is a sense in which they are
different from them. They are different from adults in the sense that there are certain things that
children should not do, but which adults are actually permitted to do. For example, children are not
allowed to vote, to marry, to smoke or to consume alcohol while adults are allowed to do all these
things. One straightforward way in which to determine what children are entitled to do, or to be, or to
have, is seeking answers to the following three fundamental questions: What rights do children have?
Do they have all the rights that adults have? Do they have any rights which adults do not have?
Children’s rights, as referred to in the foregoing paragraphs, are human rights that recognize the
vulnerability of minors, as human beings. They are specifically concerned with children’s protection
and care, to ensure their good health, safety, proper growth and full development. Two diametrically
opposed schools of thought exist on children’s rights. One, represented by such thinkers as Hannah
More and Laura Purdy, is that of opponents to children’s rights. This school of thought does not
recognize children’s rights per se. Rather, it equates children’s rights to children’s liberation, or to
children’s passport to doing whatever they like, without any form of restraint.18 It insists that there
is no need for children to have rights because adults “relate to children in terms of love, friendship,
compassion, and altruism and that this raises the relationship to a higher plane than one which relies
on rights and duties.”19 The opponents to children’s rights contend that granting rights to children
will undermine the role of parents in raising their children and this, in their view, will negatively
affect and undermine family life. They assert further that children lack the knowledge, capacity and
understanding of issues that adults have and this is the reason why they must be represented and
guided by their parents, guardians and society at large.
The other school of thought is that of the defenders of, or advocates for children’s rights. This school
of thought, which is represented by such thinkers as A. Mc Gillivray, Baroness Hale and Hilary
Rodham Clinton, rebuts the views and opinions of the opponents to children’s rights. It argues, and
rightly so, that exempting children from human rights is tantamount to designating them to a status
lower than that of human beings.20 This school of thought asserts further, and rightly so, that children
are not mere recipients of services, or beneficiaries of adult protection; rather, they are rights-holders
who deserve to be active participants in matters that concern them, as well as affect their welfare.
The defenders of children’s rights note further that cases abound in which parents, guardians, and
17)Osifunke Ekundayo. “Does the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) only Underline
and Repeat the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)’s Provisions?: Examining the Similarities and
Differences Between ACRWC and the CRC. International Journal of Humanities and Social Science. Vol. 5. No.
7(1): July 2015.
18)Laura Purdy. (1994). “Why Children Still Should Not Have Rights.” Internal Journal of Human Rights. Pp 243-58,
at 243.
19)Freeman, M. (2011). “The Value and Values of Children’s Rights.” In A. Invernizzi & J. Williams (eds.). The Human
Rights of Children: from Visions to Implementation. Surrey: Ashgate. Page 23.
20)Mc Gillivray, A. (1994). “Why Children Do Have Equal Rights: In Reply to Laura Purdy”. International Journal of
Children’s Rights
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community members at large, make decisions and choices that turn out to be injurious to the wellbeing and welfare of children. This, to them, justifies the need for children to have rights and also
to be directly involved, one way or another, in all matters concerning their well-being and welfare
generally.
This paper takes a cue from the defenders of children’s rights. It recognizes, and seeks to add to all
the efforts made, locally and globally, to protect children, before and after birth, so that they can
survive and grow up into useful citizens of their various nations. The paper notes that, according
to the historical development of International Law on the Rights of the child, the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child 1924, known also as the Declaration of Geneva, was ground-breaking. Drafted by
the NGO, Save the Children, the Declaration was submitted to the League of Nations in 1924. It was
the first document to ever draw international attention to the plight of children. It stated, in its preamble, that “mankind owes to the child (nothing short of) the best that mankind has to offer.”21 The
indisputable significance of the Declaration of Geneva is that it highlighted the social and economic
entitlements of the child as well as laid the foundation for setting future international standards for
children’s rights.22 However, this Declaration was not legally binding on all nations and, thus, did not
achieve much.
Next, following the founding of the United Nations Organization, on October 24th, 1945, the General
Assembly of this global organization adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
in Paris, on December 10th, 1948. The UDHR contained a list of human rights which apply to all
human beings. Although the focus of the UDHR was not specifically on children, it was assumed that
children’s rights were implicitly included in the list of human rights, since children are human beings
as well. The UDHR reinforced the prescriptions of the Declaration of Geneva, by highlighting the
need for children to be accorded special care, protection and assistance. However, even the UDHR
was not legally binding on all UN member countries. As such, children still remained vulnerable.
The UDHR was followed by the Declaration of the Rights of the Child 1959. However, the latter,
unlike the former, was child-specific.23 It proclaimed that every child should be allowed to enjoy
all the rights that are set forth in the Declaration without exception whatsoever and without
discrimination. Nonetheless, this Declaration only expressed expectations on UN member countries;
it was not legally binding, just like its predecessors had not been.
The first, legally binding, major international treaty, or agreement, aimed at specifically and
comprehensively addressing the urgent need to protect children’s rights was the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). This treaty, which was unanimously adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly in November of 1989, is the most widely ratified human
rights treaty in the world. It recognized and highlighted the non-deniable fact that children are not
possessions, but people who have human rights which must be respected, protected and enhanced.
It, thus, established a comprehensive set of goals for individual nations to pursue, on behalf of their
children.

21)Declaration of the Rights of the Child. League of Nations. Records of the Fifth Assembly, 1924. O.J. spec sup. 23
(1924). Page 4.
22)Van Buren, G. The International Law on the Rights of the Child, Note 6, Page 14.
23)Osifunke Ekundayo. Ibid.
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Although the entire CRC document consists of 54 distinct Articles and three Optional Protocols,
it is actually based on four foundational principles only: (a) the need to protect children from
discrimination of any kind; (b) the need for all countries to ensure that the best interests of children
take center stage in all policy formulation and implementation; (c) the need for all countries to ensure
the survival and full development of children; and (d) the need to recognize that children’s views,
opinions and perspectives are important and should always be heard.24 The CRC also recognized the
family as a fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being
of its members, particularly children. More specifically, the CRC accepted the incredible importance
of parents and families in providing the best kind of environment for children to grow up in. To-date,
193 United Nations member countries have ratified this important treaty. Only the United States of
America and the recently created state of South Sudan are yet to ratify the Treaty. (Somali ratified the
CRC Treaty barely two years ago, on January 20th, 2015).
Within one year after the adoption of the CRC, specifically on July 11th, 1990, the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), now known as the African Union (AU), adopted its own continental version
of the CRC, called the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. The latter, known in
short as the African Charter of the Child, went into force on November 29th, 1999. Its intention was
to address issues and realities believed by the African peoples, to be peculiar to Africa, which the
CRC did not seem to have addressed. These included: “practices and attitudes which have a negative
effect on the girl child; displaced persons arising from internal conflicts; the African conception of
the community’s responsibilities and duties; and the particularly difficult socio-economic conditions
of the African continent.”25 In particular, the Charter highlighted several issues of specific concern to
children. Among them were:
● the primacy of all the affairs of interest to the child (article 4 [1]);
● the need for a child’s views and opinions to be heard (article 4 [2]);
● the right of every child to a name, to a nationality as well as to being registered at birth (article 6);
● the right for every child to protection from economic and sexual exploitation (articles 15 and 27);
● the right of every child to special protection in matters of juvenile justice (article 17);
● the right of every child to parental care and protection (article 19);
● the need to give material assistance to parents and legal guardians in relation to a child’s
nutrition, health, education, clothing and housing (article 20);
● the elimination of harmful social and cultural practices that affect the welfare, dignity, normal
growth and development of the child (article 21); and many others.
Another attempt to address the plight of children was made at the Millennium Summit of the United
Nations which took place in 2000. During that Summit, the UN member countries made what came
to be known as the United Nations Millennium Declaration. The Declaration re-affirmed the fact
that every individual has dignity. On the basis of that re-affirmation, the Declaration asserted that
every individual has the right to freedom, to equality, and to a basic standard of living that includes
freedom from hunger and violence as well as encourages tolerance. The Declaration, then, became
the basis for the formulation of 8 international Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which aimed
at accelerating global progress in development. All the 189 UN member countries, and at least 22
24)UNICEF. 2006. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: An Introduction. U
 nited States Fund.
25)World Health Organization. (Undated). “The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.” Regional
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. Page 1.
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international organizations, committed themselves to the achievement of the 8 MDGs by 2015.
Of particular interest to the present paper is the fact that, through the MDGs, world leaders
committed themselves to, among other things, the survival, health, education, protection and
participation of children in public affairs. For example, MDG 2 aimed at achieving universal primary
education, by expanding on enrolment, while also ensuring that a high completion rate was attained.
And MDG4 aimed at reducing child mortality. The child health goal had one target: to reduce the
under-five mortality rate by two-thirds by 2015.
Both the MDGs and the Declaration which gave birth to them, were later reaffirmed at the 2005
World Summit. Based on fundamental human rights, the two now provide a framework for the
entire UN system to work coherently toward a series of concrete objectives for human development.
For example, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has taken a leaf from this framework.
It asserts that “all people, irrespective of sex, age, race, ethnicity, and persons with disabilities,
migrants, indigenous peoples, children and youths, especially those in vulnerable situations, should
have access to life-long learning opportunities that help them acquire the knowledge and skills
needed to exploit opportunities and participate fully in society.” Concerning children, specifically,
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has promised to help in providing “children with
a nurturing environment for the full realization of their rights and capabilities” as well as help
countries “to reap demographic dividends, including safe schools, communities and families.”
Assessments by the African Child Policy Forum (ACPF) indicate that African governments have now
become increasingly child-friendly, as a result of global and continental campaigns for children’s
rights. Indeed, evidence in support of this observation can be found in the noticeable reduction in
child mortality rates, increases in school enrolment figures, among others. However, more needs to
be done to improve the cause of children, as the next section suggests.

Toward a Politics of Inclusion
In the contemporary era, democracy has assumed hegemonic status. However, this does not mean,
and should never be taken to suggest, that democracy is a perfect political system. For, there is no
political system anywhere in the world that is perfect. Some of the current concerns and debates about
democracy revolve around what might be called a politics of exclusion, which must be replaced by
a politics of presence, or a politics of inclusion.26 In every democratic dispensation, there is need to
address the feminists’ demands for the equal representation of women with men, in public affairs and
in decision-making positions; there is need to address demands for a balanced representation of the
various ethnic groups, in positions of power and influence; and there is need to address demands for
the political inclusion of groups that see themselves as being marginalized, silenced or excluded. And
as far as the present paper is concerned, there is urgent need to address the lukewarm respect that has
generally been accorded to children’s rights in many of Africa’s emerging democracies. To this end,
this paper proposes that proper attention be paid to several issues, as elaborated in the following points.

26)Anne Phillips. “The Politics of Presence.” In Ricardo Blaug and John Schwarzmantel, (eds.). (2000). Democracy:
A Reader. New York: Columbia University Press.
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1. The Inalienable Nature of Human Rights

Human rights are rights that one has, for the simple reason that one is human. They do not depend
on, or require any qualification other than just being human. They are inalienable and universal in
nature. In both mature and emerging democracies, human rights are normally enshrined in national
Constitutions. Among such rights are: the freedom of choice, freedom of speech, freedom of opinion,
freedom of expression, freedom of association, freedom of conscience, freedom of religion, and
freedom of peaceful assembly.
It is incumbent upon all the nations of the world, to ensure that the enjoyment of human rights, by
adult human beings, does not affect, undermine or threaten, in any way, the lives, welfare, or wellbeing of children, both born and unborn. In particular, s ince life begins at conception, and not after
birth, liberal democrats must not be allowed to hide behind their freedom of choice, to terminate
pregnancies as and when they like. Unless the pregnancy threatens the life of the mother, every
pregnancy must be protected, to ensure that it leads to the safe delivery of a baby. Unborn babies are
not less human than any other human being, young or old.
2. The Promotion of Children’s Health Care as a Way of Safeguarding Their Rights

 be able to grow up and possibly amount to something in the world, children must first of all
To
remain alive. And for the latter to be realized, it is incumbent upon all African nations to ensure that
investment in children’s health takes center stage in national affairs. Many specialized children’s
hospitals and clinics should be built in every nation and must be easily accessible. Such hospitals and
clinics should also be staffed with adequate personnel who are properly qualified and experienced
in the various areas of medicine. Additionally, the said hospitals and clinics should have enough
facilities and should also be stocked with medicines.
3. The Promotion of Children’s Education as a Way of Safeguarding Their Rights

South Africa’s first black President, Nelson Mandela, once said that education is the single most
important tool with which to change the world. Taking a cue from this wise saying, it is no
exaggeration to state here that education is the single most important tool that puts children on
the path to the realization of their full potential. If this assumption is accepted, then it becomes
incumbent upon all the nations in Africa, to ensure that no child is left behind in their educational
systems. Education provides children with an opportunity to acquire knowledge and skills that, in
turn, can facilitate the enjoyment of their rights to the fullest. However, to give every child a chance,
all of Africa’s nations should ensure that they invest more and more in the education of the continent’s
children. The starting point is the provision of enough school, college and university places for the
admission of all children looking for a place of study. Once this condition is achieved, nations must
ensure that their entire educational systems have adequate and properly qualified teaching staff,
facilities and study materials. And on graduation, they should be adequate opportunities awaiting the
children.
4. The Centrality of Elections in a Democracy

Elections are regarded as a pillar of democracy, and rightly so. This is because elections constitute
a logical mechanism through which citizens either offer their candidature for public office, or select
their preferred leaders. However, in contemporary Africa, elections generally constitute a tight
rope walk between peace and war; pre-election campaigns tend to turn nations into battle grounds,
characterized by inter-party violence. Examples of this phenomenon are there to see in Zimbabwe,
Kenya and Zambia. Election results are often disputed, or discredited, as the losing candidates refuse
to concede defeat and instead blame their election management bodies for their loss and accuse them
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of conniving with the winning candidates, to rig the elections against them.
Without exaggeration, elections have now occupied the number one slot in the catalogue of the causes
of political instability and conflict in Africa. Electoral conflict deprives children of the friendly
environment in which to grow up properly, to play and to go to school. Thus, it is incumbent upon
Africa’s 54 nations, to put their political act in order, to ensure that elections that are conducted
are not a recipe for anarchy and instability. A level and stable political environment, coupled with
democratic behavior on the part of all the political players is what can bring lasting peace, unity
and stability to the African continent and, hence, give children a chance to grow up in a befitting
environment.
5. Political Competition and Children’s Rights

In democracies, the citizens have the right to compete for political power, either as political parties
or as individual candidates. Such competition is healthy in the sense that it is a reflection of the
differences in the issues, policies and programs that the parties or candidates would like to pursue,
should they form, or become part of government. A worrying feature in many African countries is
that many of the political parties or individual candidates do not seem to consider children’s issues
and rights as being central in their plans. It is, thus, important for civil society organizations to
work together in a unity of purpose, to demand that the political pronouncements made by political
stakeholders include clear articulation of children’s rights. Political parties and candidates who
do not commit themselves to observing, protecting and promoting children’s rights should not be
supported in their quest to form or to be part of government. In short, let this conference resolve
to make children’s rights a campaign issue. If candidates and their political parties are silent on
children’s rights in their political campaigns, that should be taken as an indication that they will
have no political will to protect and promote children’s rights. And such parties or candidates should,
therefore, not be supported.
6. Free Market Economies, the Physical Environment and Children’s Rights

One of the main characteristic features of democracy is that it guarantees citizens their economic
rights, which, undoubtedly, is a very good thing indeed. In the same vein, democratic nations adopt
and implement open door policies to trade and investment and, thereby, allow their citizens to freely
and easily invest in the economies of their nations and beyond. It is in this complex economic process
that domestic economies of African nations have come to be integrated into the globe economies
of the western industrial nations, characterized by a free flow of capital and production for global
consumption.
In many instances, however, many companies, both local and foreign, undertake their economic
activities without due regard to the physical environment in which they operate. In many African
nations, there is very weak enforcement of environmental regulations. Environmental degradation,
characterized by land, water, and air pollution are rampant in many African countries. If, as societies
have come to realize and appreciate, that children are the future of every nation, then it is incumbent
upon adults of today, to ensure that the environment that they leave behind for children, is the
same or even better than what they, themselves inherited, in order to give children a chance. To
emphasize, it will be impossible for children to live in the future, if adults of today fail to observe
intergenerational equity.
7. Political Participation, Decision-Making and Children’s Rights

Democracy is, by design, not a spectator sport. Rather, it is a political system that requires the active
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participation, one way or another, of citizens in public affairs, particularly in decision-making.
Many platforms and avenues exist for adults’ participation in public decision-making. However,
the same, or similar platforms and avenues do not exist for children. Many adults in contemporary
society still believe that children do not need political rights because they have limited understanding
of issues and can, thus, be represented adequately by their parents or guardians in the making of
important decisions. This, however, is problematic in the sense that adults cannot fully represent
children in matters concerning the latter. Children have different perspectives from those of adults;
they also have insights and solutions that are different from those of adults. National decisions impact
children differently from the way they impact adults. As such, it is important to allow children to
speak for themselves, to explain how they experience things around them as well as how they are
impacted by national policies and undertakings. Besides, “it is unrealistic to expect children to grow
up into responsible, participating adults if the skills involved in the democratic process have not been
introduced to them at earlier stages. Children need to practice understanding the nature of democracy
and to develop competence and confidence to participate in it.”27 The UNCRC recognized this fact
and that is why it suggested that children should have freedoms of opinion, expression, association
and peaceful assembly. It is wrong to assume, like some adults do, that granting children their right
to political participation would amount to challenging the status quo that privileges adults and
guardians over children. Instead, governments should create the kind of political environment that
will encourage and support children’s participation in public decision-making. For, while it is true
that children are the future, they at the same time are the present. As such, their opinions and voices
should count even in the present as well.
8. The Media and Children’s Rights

The media, both print and electronic, can, without hesitation, be described as the lifeblood of
the democratic process. This is because of the many important roles that the media plays in the
promotion of democratic values. To begin with, the media plays an informational role, by publicizing
electoral issues and activities. Secondly, the media plays an analytical role, by critically scrutinizing
the contesting political parties, their manifestoes, as well as their candidates. Thirdly, the media
provides fora for public debates and discussions. Fourthly, and finally, the media plays a watchdog
role, by keeping a watchful eye on the entire electoral process.
However, the problem is that, the information that is put out for the public is often not child-friendly.
It is couched in jargon that is difficult for children to comprehend. Rarely are issues of interest to
children regarded as newsworthy. Secondly, the media rarely provides children with opportunities
to scrutinize political parties, their manifestoes, as well as their candidates. Even when children are
accorded an opportunity to articulate issues, the focus is actually on the so-called children’s issues
and not on national issues. It is, thus, important for societies to ensure that children are also heard,
since they too have something to say about national issues.
9. Civil Society, Governments and Children’s Rights

In a democracy, a virile civil society is regarded as an important ingredient in the recipe for good
governance. This is because a virile civil society supplies the glue that binds a nation together. This,

27)Save the Children. “Save the Children’s Submission to the OHCHR Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the
Rule of Law on the Theme: Widening the Democratic Space: the role of Youth in Public Decision-making.” July
2016.
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it does through its commitment to public interest causes. Among the latter are such things as: good
governance that reflects respect for the protection and promotion of human rights, promotion of
women’s and children’s issues, keeping a watchful eye on the manner in which political power is put
to use, and fighting political corruption.
It is, thus, important to protect civil society from unnecessary control, intimidation and manipulation
by governments of nations. In many countries all across Africa, attempts have often been made
by government officials, to harass civil society practitioners, whom they accuse of being agents
of foreign interests. If not, CSO practitioners are accused of using their organizations as channels
for syphoning donor funds. As a result of government intimidation, CSOs are generally not as
courageous as they should be, in engaging governments on national issues falling within their
mandate.

Conclusion
From the foregoing analysis, it is clear that there is, indeed, commitment to children’s rights, as
indicated by the various declarations that have been made. At the same time, however, there appear to
be huge gaps between commitment to children’s rights and the operationalization of that commitment.
In some instances, national laws even contradict the purposes and intentions of the declarations
made on children’s rights. Going forward, what is required is for nations to ensure that all the rights
of children contained in the UNCRC as well as in the African Charter are incorporated into national
laws, policies, budgets and practice and are enforced fully. This should then be complemented by
mechanisms for monitoring what, exactly, is going on concerning children’s rights.
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“There is a close link between the hope of a people and harmony between the generations. The joy of
children makes their parents’ hearts leap and opens up the future. Children are the joy of the family
and of society. They are not matter of reproductive biology, or one of the many ways of producing
them, much less their parents’ possession. Children are a gift. They are a gift. Each one is unique
and unrepeatable, and at the same time unmistakably linked to his or her roots. Indeed, to be a son
or a daughter according to God’s plan, means carrying in oneself the memory and hope of a love
that has become tangible by kindling the life of another human being, original and new. And for
parents, each child is him- or herself, different, unique.”
— Pope Francis at the General Audience, St. Peter’s Square, February 12, 2015

SUMMARY
This paper addresses how the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) underscores the important
role of the family in raising the child and in respecting and protecting children’s rights; the role and
duties of the government in supporting the family; and the potential role of religious leaders and faith
communities as advocates for children’s rights and positive parenting. It addresses how the important
role of the family is recognized in the international human rights treaty beginning from its Preamble
and also refers to the diverse models of what constitutes a “family” in the world today. This paper
explains how the mission of Arigatou International, a faith-based organization, works to build a better
world for children and is guided by the CRC. It does this by advocating for interfaith cooperation
and by promoting concrete action by faith communities including by fostering positive parenting. It
discusses the moral imperative of addressing all forms of violence against children which frequently
occurs within the family environment and constitutes a gross violation of their rights. In this context,
it highlights the role and responsibility of religious leaders and faith communities in safeguarding
children from such violence. It further highlights the shared values that are common to major religions
which recognize that “our children are God’s gifts to us” and are “an expression of divine love”.
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INTRODUCTION
Arigatou International is an international faith-based, not for profit interfaith NGO committed to
building a better world for all children. The organization’s mission is to promote a social movement
by engaging religious leaders and faith communities of diverse religious traditions throughout the
world to address the challenges affecting children and youth in their own communities. Arigatou
International seeks to provide a global platform for interreligious cooperation to foster children’s
well-being and ensure their rights are respected and protected. Arigatou has special consultative
status with ECOSOC and U NICEF and works jointly with UN agencies and other child focused
international NGOs, as well as builds partnerships with faith-based organisations and religious
leaders at the national and local or grassroots level.
Arigatou International carries out its mission through four initiatives designed to improve the
situation of children: Global Network of Religions for Children, Prayer and Action for Children,
Ethics Education for Children and Ending Child Poverty. A major priority is promoting the
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)and its principles
and standards help to define and shape the activities of the organization. (See the website https://
arigatouinternational.org/en/who-we-are )
The World Day of Prayer and Action for Children, initiative of Arigatou International, observed
annually on 20 November and coincides with the United Nations International Children’s Day and
the adoption of the CRC by the United Nations on the same date in 1989. The World Day serves to
motivate diverse communities and people of faith everywhere, guided by their respective religious
teachings, to express hope and determination through prayer, meditation, reflection, and other forms
of worship so that the world may be made fit for children. To this end, Arigatou International believes
it is vital for faith-based communities to work with secular organizations who focus on improving the
lives of all children. The primary goals of the World Day are to encourage faith communities to:
● Raise the status of the child in houses of worship each year on November 20, to coincide with
Universal Children’s Day;
● Promote the rights and well-being of children through prayer and action;
● Highlight the shared values of all religions and their collective responsibility for the world’s
children;
● Raise awareness about the major challenges faced by children such as all forms of violence,
exploitation and neglect.
The World Day is also an occasion to commemorate the adoption of the CRC and many advocacy
activities carried out by faith communities are inspired by the treaty’s overarching principles which
are in harmony with the social teachings and traditions of major religions. These are:
● universality,so that no child is left behind;
● non-discriminationto ensure all children are included;
● best interests of the child as a primary consideration in all actions concerning children; and,
● the child’s right to participate and be heardin matters affecting him or her.
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Since it began in 2008, the World Day has produced around 500 activities in some 90 countries. The
myriad of activities which are organized annually by the members of the G
 lobal Network of Religions
for Children (GNRC)

and other partners encourage people of faith communities and members of civil
society to work together in partnership for the benefit of children. The diverse activities also provide
an opportunity to draw attention to the critical role religious leaders can play particularly in changing
behaviors and attitudes with regard to ending child poverty, protecting children from violence and
exploitation, and calling for more effective child protection services, to name a few. Many of the
practical actions arise from their moral authority and leadership in the struggle to end all forms of
discrimination and violence against children and in their advocacy for social justice.
The role of religious leaders of all faiths in preventing violence within families and mobilizing
their communities to use available health and social services that serve to protect children must
be particularly emphasized. It is common knowledge that many families seek religious leaders
for advice and guidance on social, medical, and psychological problems, and particularly when
faced with a crisis. Moreover, religious leaders are known to use their influence within their own
communities to improve the family environment, whatever shape or form it may be.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Family
The definition of what is a “family” has been a controversial subject discussed for decades at the
international level. In 1994, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed that year as the
International Year of the Family which was followed by a global three-day conference focusing
on families. The unanimous proclamation of the Year represented the view that families are major
agents of sustainable development at all levels of society. At the time there was considerable
controversy with many debates focused on the definition of the family, what constitutes a family, and
the discourse continues today in regard to the role of the family in the development context. In 1994,
the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the treaty body that monitors the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, provided its position on the issue indicating that it found it
difficult to argue for a single notion of the family and made the following statement in a report: 1
“Through the influence of economic and social factors, and of the prevailing political, cultural or
religious traditions, the family has been shaped in a diversity of ways and naturally faces different
challenges of living conditions.”
In 2014 on the 20th Anniversary of the International Year of the Family, the Human Rights Council
initiated new discussions with the concept of the “Protection of the Family” and the adoption of
two resolutions on this topic. More recently in 2016, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
presented a report to the Human Rights Council on the protection of the family and the role of the
family in sustainable development, including poverty reduction.2
What constitutes a family today remains controversial with many new definitions proposed and
1) Report of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, October 14, 1994, CRC/C/34.
2) Protection of the family: contribution of the family to the realization of the right to an adequate standard of living
for its members, particularly through its role in poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development, A/
HRC/31/37, 29 January 2016.
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changing in keeping with diverse cultures. At the international level there is recognition of the varied
forms of family which depend on the different cultural, political, legal and social contexts. While
the more traditional position which defines a family as a married couple with children remains
prominent, a single parent and child are also recognized as a family, as well as an unmarried couple
who live together and raise a child. Currently, some 25 countries allow for same sex couples to adopt
a child notwithstanding the strong opposition to this practice including by diverse religious groups.3
In 2013, the Committee on the Rights of the Child stated in its General Comment No. 14, “The right
of the child to family life is protected under the Convention (art. 16). The term “family” must be
interpreted in a broad sense to include biological, adoptive or foster parents or, where applicable, the
members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom.” 4
This paper focuses on the family, regardless of how it is constituted, and addresses its duties and
responsibilities to ensure the respect, protection and fulfillment of all children’s rights. The guiding
reference is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) which was adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly on 20 November 1989 and rapidly entered into force in September 1990
and since then has reached virtually universal ratification.
The CRC recognizes children as subjects of rights and establishes a comprehensive set of civil and
political rights, as well as economic, social and cultural rights which must be respected and protected
without any discrimination with regard to a child’s or parent’s race, color, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.5
Thus, as a subject of rights, every child is free to exercise and enjoy his/her rights regardless of the
type of family the child belongs to. A child is defined as a human being below the age of eighteen.6
Although the CRC does not define the family per se, it recognizes the importance of the family
throughout the text and underscores from the beginning in its Preamble, “the family as the
fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all
its members and particularly children....” The CRC, an international treaty which is composed
of 54 articles, refers to the family in some 18 different paragraphs of the text, but it also mentions
in some articles the duties of the “extended family”, legal guardians or other persons legally
responsible for the care of the child.7 This broad view of the family is in keeping with other human
rights instruments. For example, in its General Comment on Protection for the Family, the Right
to Marriage and Equality of the Spouses (1990), the Human Rights Committee, which monitors
the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) made the
following recommendation to States to consider when they report to the treaty bodies:
“In view of the existence of various forms of family, such as unmarried couples and their children or
single parents and their children, States parties should also indicate whether and to what extent such
types of family and their members are recognized and protected by domestic law and practice.”
3) See, LGBT adoption in Wikipedia
4) 4 General Comment No.14 CRC/C/GC/14, (2013) p. 14
5) Article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
6) Article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
7) Article 5 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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The CRC underscores from the beginning that the child should grow up in “a family environment,
in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding.” In its Preamble, the international treaty
establishes that the family “should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can
fully assume its responsibilities within the community.” This is in harmony with the ICCPR which
recognizes under article 23 that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State. At the same time, the ICCPR further establishes under
article 17 a prohibition on arbitrary or unlawful interference with the family.
Under international human rights law, the State and its relevant authorities have the primary duty to
undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures to ensure the implementation
of the rights recognized in the CRC, including by providing assistance to parents in carrying out their
duties. Article 27 of the CRC provides that the State must recognize the child’s right to a standard of
living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. The State
shall also take measures “to assist parents and others responsible for the child” such as by providing
“material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and
housing.” 8
The CRC further stipulates that “parents or others responsible for the child have the primary
responsibility to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living
necessary for the child’s development”.9 Article 3 obligates States to ensure the child necessary
protection and care for his or her well-being but in doing so their respective agents must take into
account the rights and duties of the child’s parents, legal guardians or other individuals legally
responsible for the child. In other words, the State must also respect the responsibilities, rights and
duties of parents by taking steps to assist parents through legislative and administrative measures, for
example.
Other articles in the CRC address the duties of the family with regard to its role in guiding its
children in the exercise of their rights; its critical role in birth registration; and, in ensuring a child a
name and nationality which are essential for family relations and family reunification.
Article 5 states that parents are to provide “appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by
the child of their rights” and “in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child”. This
article has been interpreted to mean that children should be free to exercise and enjoy their rights
and that parents must respect these rights when providing direction and guidance and by taking into
account the child’s age and maturity. Under article 12, States are required to assure children the right
to express their views freely “in all matters affecting the child”, with the views of the child being
given due weight in accordance with age and maturity. The Committee on the Rights of the Child
has noted that “this emphasizes the need for styles of parenting, caring and teaching that respect
children’s participation rights”.10
Article 7 provides that every child shall be registered “immediately after birth”. This means that
8) Article 27, para. 3
9) Article 27, para. 2
10)General Comment No. 8 , The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or
degrading forms of punishment (arts. 19; 28, para. 2; and 37, inter alia), CRC/C/GC/8 (2007)
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the child’s family or legal guardian has the obligation to take this important step with the relevant
authorities. Unfortunately, in many countries around the world, parents are not aware of their duty
or are unable to register their child for numerous reasons such as their lack of education or economic
resources which prevent them from having access to this service, resulting in serious detrimental
consequences to the child. A child who is not registered is not fully protected under the law and runs
a higher risk of being exploited and abused, as well as having the perilous status of being stateless.
This provision further establishes that the child has a right to know and be cared for by his or her
parents which reflects the importance the CRC places on protecting family unity.
Article 8 provides that the child has a right to a name and nationality, to preserve his or her identity
and family relations. However, for this right to be exercised with respect to minor children or children
who do not have the capacity to claim this right, it requires parents or guardians to take necessary
legal action. In some cases, the domestic laws of the country do not recognize this fundamental right,
which is in violation of international human rights law.

The Duties of the State to Assist the Family
The duties of the State to assist the family in carrying out its duties to its children is recognized in a
number of articles of the CRC. The treaty’s overall position for the State’s role and responsibilities
can be considered as pro-family, meaning that the State should ensure through its laws, policies and
programs that families remain together as much as possible and that children should not be separated
from their parents against their will. Article 10 requires family reunification to be dealt with “in a
positive, human and expeditious manner.” The exception is where it is in the child’s best interests and
for his or her well-being to be removed from the family environment.
As noted above, article 7 recognizes the duty of the child’s parents to register the child immediately
after birth, which is an important way of protecting the child from exploitation and ensures access
to social services necessary for the child’s development and wellbeing. Most importantly, in most
countries birth registration establishes the child’s nationality. Nevertheless, all over the world many
children are not guaranteed this right because birth registration is expensive and cumbersome
for some parents. It is the duty of the State, therefore, to ensure access to birth registration for all
children within its jurisdiction, including, migrant and refugee children.
Article 18 requires States to ensure that both parents recognize they “have common responsibilities
for the upbringing and development of the child”. It further establishes that the State has a duty to
provide “appropriate assistance to parents or legal guardians in the performance of their child rearing
responsibilities”. In order to provide assistance, the CRC recognizes that the State must ensure “the
development of institutions, facilities, and services for the care of children.” In addition, States must
act by taking measures so that children of working parents have the right to benefit from child care
services and facilities.
Under the CRC article 19, States are also obligated to protect children from all forms of violence
and abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse while in the care of a parent or other person who cares
for the child. To this end, the State must take all legislative, administrative, social and educational
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measures to protect the child including through social programs that provide the “necessary support
for the child and for those who care of the child”. This provision refers as well to the need to establish
other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation and treatment in
instances of violence and abuse and which may also call for judicial involvement.
The CRC includes a provision in article 20 to protect the child in cases where he or she is temporarily
or permanently deprived of his or her family environment by requiring States to ensure alternative
care such as foster care, adoption or, in the case of Islamic law, Kafalah is also recognized in the
treaty. In regard to adoption or other form of alternative care, the CRC stipulates that the “child’s
ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background” should be taken into consideration and with “due
regard.”
Moreover, when addressing the issue of adoption or alternative care in particular, the CRC calls
for the application of the principle of the best interests of the child. This is one of the overarching
principles of the CRC set-forth in article 3 which provides that, “In all actions concerning children,
whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative
or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.” As pointed
out by Alston, this principle has been applied in diverse forms in numerous legal systems and “has
important analogues in diverse cultural, religious and other traditions.” 11 It has been widely used
in custody cases in different legal systems and although the concept appears in legislation and a
body of jurisprudence, it has not been defined, and therefore, the best interests of the child may vary
depending on the facts or circumstances. Nevertheless, the principle makes clear that whenever the
State intervenes on behalf of the child, the interests of the child must be taken into consideration.
Similarly, a judge in deciding a conflict between parents regarding custody or in regard to alternative
care for a child deprived of his or her family must be guided by this principle.
More recently, with the increasing understanding and acceptance of children’s rights, particularly
their right to participate in matters that concern them, children are being consulted before a decision
is taken that affects their lives. It has been pointed out by child rights advocates that in the decision
making process, “it is best to ask the child what he or she believes is in their best interests and take
their opinion into consideration”. Some critics have argued that the best interests principle, combined
with the notion of children having a right to voice their views and opinions may serve to undermine
the family as the basic structure of society. However, the growing trend is an increasing acceptance
to give weight to the child’s opinions and preferences in assessing what is in his or her best interests.
The Committee on the Rights of the Child has stated that, “Any decision that does not take into
account the child’s views or does not give their views due weight according to their age and maturity,
does not respect the possibility for the child or children to influence the determination of their best
interests”.12
The duties of the State to assist the family in carrying out its responsibilities have been reinforced by
the growing international recognition of families as “relevant actors in sustainable development and

11)The Best Interests of the Child, Reconciling Culture and Human Rights, edited by Philip Alston, UNICEF, 1994 p.5
12)General Comment No. 14 on the Right of the Child to have his or her best interests taken as a primary
consideration, CRC/C/GC/14 (2013)
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poverty eradication”.13 This appears in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which provides
an international policy framework regarding the role of the family in the context of development.
It also expressly commits States to “provide children and youth with a nurturing environment for
the full realization of their rights and capabilities,” including through “cohesive communities and
families.” 14

Ending Violence against Children is a Moral Imperative
The World Day of Prayer and Action for Children has developed into a movement that seeks to create
partnerships amongst representatives of diverse faiths and secular organizations to work together
to safeguard the rights of children and ensure the dignity of every child. It is widely recognized
that religious communities, include nearly five billion of the world’s people, bring about significant
change in attitudes and behaviors. Thus, the World Day has also provided opportunities for religious
communities to focus on ending violence against children and to engage religious leaders and people
of faith to raise awareness about this global problem and to take preventive actions.
Among its priorities, A rigatou International seeks to increase awareness of the Sustainable
Development Goals that were adopted by the United Nations in September 2015 to be achieved
by 2030. Since 2011, the organization has made violence against children a thematic priority and
therefore, it focuses in particular on Goal 16 which aims to “promote peace and inclusive societies
for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective accountable and
inclusive institutions at all levels.” It further concentrates on raising awareness on the Goal’s specific
targets as follows:
16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere.
16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children.
Article 19 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) defines violence against children as: “All
forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment
or exploitation, including sexual abuse while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other
person who has care of the child.” 15 It prohibits all forms of abuse of children based on their gender,
sexual orientation or disability.16 The Committee on the Rights of the Child has stated that this
prohibition includes the corporal punishment of children, as well as any other cruel or degrading
forms of punishment within the family.17 Moreover, as per the jurisprudence of international law,
protecting or preserving family values, tradition, culture or religion, cannot be invoked to justify any

13)Protection of the family: contribution of the family to the realization of the right to an adequate standard of living
for its members, particularly through its role in poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development.
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and Reports of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Secretary General
14)General Assembly resolution 70/1, Annex, para 25.
15)Available in full at: h ttp://www.unicef.org/crc/index_30160.html
16)A/HRC/19/41, para. 24; A/HRC/29/23, paras. 22, 30, 45.
17)Committee on the Rights of the Child, General comment No. 8, para.5.
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form of violence against children within the family.18
The protection of the child against violence or abuse under the CRC also encompasses sexual abuse.
The Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, has noted
that “the family represents a first layer of a child’s protective environment,” and that the weakening
of family structures puts children at risk. The Special Rapporteur has further pointed out that some
families confronting poverty or social disruption may themselves promote the exploitation of their
own children.19
Dr. Susan Bissell, Director of the Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children, informed
religious leaders at an interfaith forum organized in Geneva on the subject, that violence against
children is the leading cause of death and injury in the world but most violence is not reported by
many victims. This is due to shame, victimization or the fear of not being listened to. She stated that
violence against children has reached epidemic levels around the world which makes a compelling
case for religious leaders and their communities to take action and to set priorities and standards
for the protection of children. Religious leaders are already involved in advocacy for children at all
levels and there are many examples where they are having an impact on ending traditional practices
of female genital mutilation and cutting and child marriage, for example.20
Commonplace forms of violent discipline which cause the daily suffering of children in the home,
schools, institutions and the community, are in many cases tolerated and ignored. This is often
because this violence is considered to be a normal part of growing up and often condoned by the
local tradition or culture. The evidence shows that most violence against children is perpetrated
even by those who should love and care for them including parents, caregivers, relatives and those
with whom children interact on a daily basis. Moreover, much of the violence children suffer is state
sanctioned violence.21
As noted earlier, the CRC recognizes the crucial role of the family in the protection of children, but
for many children the family home is a place of violence where children suffer the most common
form of violence - corporal/physical punishment in the name of discipline. Corporal punishment is
defined as “any punishment in which physical force is used and intended to cause a degree of pain or
discomfort, however light.” 22 It takes place in schools, the family, homes, settings of care and penal
institutions.
“Violence against children persists as a permanent threat where authoritarian relationships between
adults and children remain. The belief that adults have unlimited rights in the upbringing of a child
compromises any approach to stop and prevent violence committed within the home, school or
18)See inter alia A/HRC/RES/29/14, para. 5 and A/RES/48/104, Article 4.
19)A/22/54, para. 38.
20)Dr. Susan Bissell, remarks at Forum on Religious Ideals and Reality, August 27th, 2015 at Ecumenical Center in
Geneva, Switzerland, co-hosted by Arigatou International and ECPAT International
21)Ending Corporal Punishment of Children – A Handbook for Working with and within religious communities,
Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment, Save the Children/Sweden, Churches Network for Non-violence,
2011
22)Available in full at h ttp://www.unicef.org/crc/
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institution. For long lasting change, attitudes that condone or normalize violence against children,
including stereotypical gender roles, need to be challenged.”
–Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, World Report on Violence Against Children, UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children 2006.
A UNICEF analysis of violence against children 23 estimates that around 6 in 10 children between the
ages of 2 and 14 worldwide (almost a billion) are subjected to regular physical punishment by their
caregivers. Between 2005 and 2013, some 62 countries revealed that on average about four out of
every five 2-14 year olds had experienced “violent discipline" at home in the past month, 17% being
severely physically punished (hit on the head, face or ears or hit hard and repeatedly).
The CRC and other regional and international human rights treaties require for countries to prohibit
corporal punishment of children in all settings of their lives. Globally, prohibition of corporal
punishment – including within the family home – has accelerated since the pioneering ban in Sweden
in 1979, but there is a long way to go. Millions of the world’s children live in countries where the law
allows parents/caregivers to physically punish them.
As of October 2015, 46 countries had prohibited corporal punishment in all settings; in 131 countries,
corporal punishment is fully prohibited in one or more settings outside the home; and in 21 countries
it is not prohibited in any setting. At least 52 countries have expressed a commitment to fully prohibit
corporal punishment.24
However, law reform must be accompanied by public education, promotion of positive, non-violent
parenting and research. Religious leaders and faith-based organizations have an essential role to play
in the implementation of these laws.

Role and Responsibility of Religious Leaders and Faith Communities
“Religious groups can work across religious traditions, share problems honestly and work towards a
common responsibility for all children”.
–Dr. Heidi Hadsell, President of Hartford Seminary, Connecticut, USA
Raising the status of the child is a key strategy towards ending all forms of violence against children.
Religious communities can work in solidarity with others to ensure that all children are included girls and boys, children with disabilities and those with special needs and vulnerability. Religious
communities are well placed to promote the Convention on the Rights of the Child – its principles
are based on moral or ethical values and religious leaders were consulted during its drafting and
promoted its adoption by the UN General Assembly.25

23)Hidden in Plain Sight, A statistical analysis of violence against children, UNICEF (2014), Downloadable at http://
www.unicef.org/publications/index_74865.html
24)Further information is available at w
 ww.endcorporalpunishment.org
25)Princeton Conference of World Conference on Religions for Peace, organized by Religions for Peace and UNICEF 1989
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As advocates for children’s rights religious communities can help raise the status of the child and
influence the formulation of the social policies and laws needed to prevent all forms of violence
against children including corporal punishment. Religious leaders have vast networks at local,
national and global levels which provide opportunities for raising awareness, and in light of their
moral authority, they can become persuasive agents for change.
Advocates for children’s rights have noted that by “emphasizing the teachings of the faith which
promote non-violence and respect for children,” religious leaders as spiritual advisers are in a unique
position to address the root causes of violence and take preventive action, as well as help change
attitudes and challenge harmful traditional practices. Often religious leaders who serve a wide range
of people including children have access to remote and rather excluded communities that are not
served by other organizations.26
“We find strong consensus across our religious traditions about the inherent dignity of every person,
including children. This requires that we reject all forms of violence against children and protect and
promote the sanctity of life in every stage of a child’s development.”
-The Kyoto Declaration - A Multi-religious Commitment to Confront Violence against Children, Religions for Peace, Kyoto, Japan 2006

In regard to the family and children’s enjoyment of their rights, the following considerations are
noteworthy:
● All adults have a responsibility to enable children to feel safe and confident to speak out when
they feel hurt or threatened.
● Adults are the protectors, guides and supporters of children and as such, are responsible for
their quality of life and safety. The religious community is in a unique position to support
parents and caregivers in this role.
● All children are entitled to learn about their human rights. There are examples of religious
communities working with children and adults to ensure they are conversant with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.27
Arigatou International underscores the importance of children’s rights advocates to collaborate with
religious leaders at the local level and to encourage them to take action as follows:
● Advocate for a ban on corporal punishment of children within the family, the school and
community and other settings.
● Explain to parents why corporal punishment and other forms of violence are harmful to
children’s development and well-being.
● Reach out to families to promote positive non-violent parenting skills.
● Encourage parents and teachers to engage in training that aims to end child rearing practices
which are harmful to children.28

26)Ending Corporal Punishment of Children – A Handbook for working with and within religious communities, Save
the Children Sweden, Churches Network for Non-violence, 2011, p.61
27)http://unicefbhutan.org.bt/index.php/about-us/crc
28)Ending Corporal Punishment – A handbook for working with and within religious communities, 2011
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“Our children are God’s gifts to us. Whenever you look at a gift, it reminds you of the gift-giver. The
value of a gift comes from the value which we have for the gift-giver. If we value God, we must also
value God’s gifts and our children are among the most precious. Our children remind us of God,
since they are an expression of divine love. If we see and understand our children as God’s gifts to us,
we can never take them for granted. Their meaning for us is enhanced immeasurably.”29
-Anantanand Rambachan and Geera Balkisson-Rambachon

29)Handbook on Good Parenting, by Anantanand Rambachan and Geeta Balkisson-Rambachan, A Hindu Vision
Society Publication, 2001, also available on https://prayerandactionforchildren.org
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FINAL DECLARATION
The Journalists and Writers Foundation and Ufuk Dialogue Foundation organized the “I nternational
Family Conference IV: Children’s Rights and Family” on 19 - 20 November, 2016, in Abuja, Nigeria.
The conference was held on Universal Children’s Day with the contributions of nineteen speakers
from thirteen countries in partnership with the Arigatou International-Prayer and Action for Children
and supported by Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution and Nigeria Stability and Reconciliation
Programme.
The Conference brought together specific presentations on country experiences with research
conclusions about children and wellbeing, children and education, children and violence, family and
parenting and children’s rights. The conference resulted in following recommendations for action:
As the participants of the International Family Conference IV: ‘ Children’s Rights and Family’,
We appreciate our newly cast partnership with Arigatou International (AI) which came at a time when 
The Day of Prayer and Action coincided with 27th anniversary of the adoption of the U
 nited Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 17th anniversary of the adoption of Rights and Welfare of
the Childin African Charter.
We acknowledge the fundamental guiding principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child which
include the right to life, survival and development, right to a name, nationality and family and respect
for the best interests and views of the child and principle of non-discrimination in all action affecting his
or her life while taking the age and level of maturity into account.
We recognize that the family, as the natural and fundamental unit of society, has the primary
responsibility for nurturing and protecting children. In other words, family is responsible for full and
harmonious development of their personality which requires an environment of happiness, love and
understanding.
We support the Human Rights Council resolution 28/19 regarding Rights of the Child: Towards Better
Investment in the Rights of the Child that requests states to collect statistical data and relevant and
accurate information on the investment in children and progress as well as challenges in the process.
￼￼
We, the participants of the conference recommend international organizations, governments, lawmakers
and civil society representatives with following issues:
● In order to make sure that children are well positioned in national policies, we recommend
national development plans put future demographic shifts into account through stronger civil
registration and accurate statistical systems.
● We acknowledge the vital role of family as the basic unit of society and call states to develop
national programmes to assist families. In this regard, stronger communication and cooperation
between policy-makers and researchers is strongly recommended for that is an important prerequisite for macro-economic programmes to include children’s rights.
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● We recognize that the primary responsibility for development and protection of the child rests
with the family, particularly with the parents and those who have custody of the child. Therefore,
we remind leaders of their commitments to provide the needed support, relevant information and
services for the family as well as to promote the abilities of children to protect themselves and to
be actors of their own development.
● We urge governments, communities, civil society and families to prevent domestic violence
through multidisciplinary policies, legal measures and innovative strategies as well as effective
assistance to victims and appropriate treatment of offenders.
● While considering the impact of social norms and cultural values on the life of the child, we call
upon governments, communities, civil society, traditional and religious leaders to discourage any
customs, traditions, social, cultural or religious practices that is prejudicial to the health or wellbeing of the child. Furthermore, moral and ethical values that contribute to development of a
peaceful environment for children in family and society must be promoted.
● We remind that the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability must be taken into
account in the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which enables
children with disabilities enjoy the same rights and freedoms. The families who provide care
for children with disabilities should also be considered since they are primarily responsible for
education and socialization of these children.
● We support a human rights-based approach to education for all. Such an approach forms an
appropriate framework for the realization of children’s right to education which includes access
to and availability of education, equal opportunity and healthy and safe environment. The roles
of duty bearers such as parents, families, schools, communities and policy-makers should also be
regulated in this approach.
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Binta Masi Garba
Senator of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Representing Adamawa North Senatorial District
Binta Masi Garba is a Nigerian politician, businesswoman, administrator, philanthropist, humanitarian and
a trained marketer and Public Financial Management. She is the Senator of Adamawa North Senatorial
District of Adamawa State. She was the Chairman, Adamawa State Chapter of All Progressives Congress
(APC) and the first female State Chairwoman of a registered major political party in Nigeria. She was
elected into Federal House of Representatives three times (1999 - 2011). She is the first politician to
represent two different Federal Constituency at the National Assembly. She was the first parliamentarian
to start poverty alleviation program for the women and youths in 2003 when she was representing Kaduna South Federal
Constituency. In 2009, she was elected as the first Vice President of Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) under
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) in Cameroon. She is the only female Senator-Elect in all the 19 Northern
States of Nigeria in 2015 election. She won a Senate seat against a seating Governor, Bala James Ngilari, with over 22,000
votes margin. She was the only female delegate from Adamawa State to the National Conference in Abuja.

Nuray Yurt

Former Vice President, Journalists and Writers Foundation
Dr. Yurt had served in Journalists and Writers Foundation board as Vice President until the end of 2017.
She is also serving as the President to Peace Islands Institute, in which she had been Vice President
between 2005 and 2017. The Institute promotes dialogue in North East United States. She organized
several interfaith and intercultural activities, panel discussions, conferences focusing in human rights and
women’s rights. She is a member of committee for Interfaith Coexistence projects in US with different
houses of worship which hosts Thanksgiving dinners, Friendship gatherings, Earth Day and many projects
to help educate community about neighbors with over 500 attendees annually from New Jersey. Her passion is raising
awareness of the Value of Women in the society where she organizes an annual award ceremony “Value of Women Awards”
in collaboration with other US organizations. She has given several speeches about Women in Islam in Canada and US. Dr.
Yurt has Ph.D. in economics from University of Arizona. She is also currently working as the Head of Enterprise Data Science
Novartis Oncology. She is married and has 3 beautiful kids.

Akila Aggoune

Former Chairperson of the (UN) Committee on the Rights of the Child, Former Minister of Social Action
and Family in Burkina Faso
Akila Aggoune has wide experience in human rights and social development. She assumed high level
governmental functions including Member of the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court, Director
of Childhood, Minister of Social Action and Family and “Chargee de Mission” of the Economic and Social
Council. Within the UN system, she was elected as the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child. She provided technical support to the International Council on Human Rights Policy, the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the Task Force on the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights in the United Nations system, the OECD/Governance Network Group on Human Rights and Development. She is
founder member of NGOs on children and women’s issues. She contributed to publications on child rights issues with UN
Agencies and NGOs. She assumed senior functions in UNICEF at regional, continental and global levels.
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Ignacio Socias

Director of Communication and International Relations, International Federation for Family Development
Ignacio Socias is Director of International Relations of the International Federation for Family
Development, an umbrella organization for more than 200 Family Enrichment Centers that operates in 66
countries, benefit over 90,000 people annually and has been granted reclassification of the consultative
status at ECOSOC from special to general, a situation granted to only 3% of the organizations working
with the UN. He is also Director of International Relations of The Family Watch, a think tank committed to
researching the family and finding solutions to the problems it faces. The Institute uses inter-disciplinary
research to analyze the social context families find themselves in today. Findings are presented in the
form of reports, proposals and initiatives that aim to deepen society’s knowledge of the family and
encourage its fair treatment based on the functions it performs in society. He also represents IFFD
in the Families and Societies 7FP European Commission Project, the biggest European research on
families, and has been part of different high-level events on family at the European Parliament (2013
and 2014), Committee of the Regions (2012) and Economic and Social Committee (2014 and 2015).
He is a Graduate in Law by the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid and has been CEO of the Grupo de
Comunicación Dynamia and Bisel de Comunicación in Spain. He was Director of Communication of
the 6th World Meeting of Families (Valencia,2006) and has published different books and articles about
educational, social and historical topics.

Daniel Bingel

Lecturer, Federal College of Education, Pankshin, Plateau State
Daniel Bingel is a Nigerian from Plateau State. He is a lecturer at the Federal College of Education,
Pankshin in the Department of Christian Religious Studies. He holds a B.A. in Philosophy from the
Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome, Italy and a B.A. in Theology from the University of Jos. He also
holds an M.A. in Ethics and Philosophy from the University of Jos. His area of interest is moral philosophy
with a particular inclination towards medical ethics. He has many published articles in journals and a
book entitled, Turning the Other Cheek (Xlibris Corporation, 2013).

Yusuf Özdemir

Ph.D. in Education
Yusuf Ozdemir was graduated from Dagestan State Pedagogical University Faculty of Philology (Russian
Federation). He obtained his master’s degree at Trinity University of Asia, Manila and he completed his
Ph.D. at Jose Rizal University, Manila Philippines. Last three years with assistant professor title lectured
at the College of Education of Mevlana Rumi University, Konya Province of Turkey. During lecturer
position he thought education subjects in College and Graduate School level from different departments
like Math, Language Computer Science and Technology and Early Childhood Education.
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Muhammad Obaidullah

Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies, the CGED in Manarat International University
Dr. Muhammad Obaidullah was born in Satkhira, Bangladesh. He is currently serving as Assistant
Professor of Islamic Studies at the CGED in Manarat International University (MIU), Dhaka,
Bangladesh. He earned his Ph.D. in Usuluddin and Comparative Religion from the International Islamic
University Malaysia (IIUM). He was awarded the very prestigious “The Prime Minister Award-2006”
by the UGC Bangladesh. He worked as a part-time lecturer and a research fellow at IIUM between
2007 and 2011 and his 5 research projects were sponsored by RMC, IIUM. He presented fourty eight
papers at international and national conferences and seminars, and his twenty eight articles have
been published in the academic journals in home and abroad. He also has translated books. He is
the Executive Editor of Peaceland Journal, a peer reviewed biannual research journal published by
Peaceland University Trust and Editor of MIU Studies, a peer reviewed biannual academic journal
published by MIU. His research interest is related with Comparative Religious Studies, Islamic
Theology and Thought, Contemporary Issues, and Socio- Religious Studies.

Muhammed Mansoor P K

Senior Research Fellow, India Arab Cultural Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia
Muhammed Mansoor P K is Senior Research Fellow in India Arab Cultural Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia
New Delhi, India. He has completed his M.Phil. from Centre for West Asian Studies, Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi. He did his master’s degree in Islamic Studies from University of Calicut and he
possesses another master’s in Islamic Theology and Contemporary studies from Darul Huda Islamic
University. He has presented academic papers in international and national conferences and published
articles related to academic, social and educational areas. He has been engaging with various kind of
educational, social and cultural activities for a long period. He held the position of Chairman for Twalaba
Wing (Collective union of Arabic college students entire Kerala) under SKSSF (The largest student’s
organization in Kerala) for two years. He has worked as the General Secretary for SKSSF Delhi Chapter
and Chairman for the Sayyid Muhammad Ali Shihab Thangal Memorial Endowment.

Alexander Schuster

Post-doc Researcher, Law Department, University of Verona
Alexander Schuster holds a dual joint doctorate from Trento and from Strasbourg University with a
thesis on gender-neutral family institutions (mention très bien avec félicitations). He is the European
coordinator of the EU co-funded project “Rights on the move – Rainbow families in Europe”. He has
led legal and interdisciplinary projects and is an independent legal expert for the EU Commission and
Council of Europe. He has taught and researched at universities and research centers in Montréal,
Toronto, Heidelberg, Washington DC, Athens, Trier, Prishtina, Udine and Trento.
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Hans Ucko

Co-Chair, the Council for Prayer and Action for Children, New York, Council Member, the Interfaith
Council on Ethics Education for Children, Geneva, Arigatou International Prayer and Action for Children
Rev. Dr. Hans Ucko studied theology in Lund, Sweden and is an ordained minister of the Church
of Sweden. His professional career is in the area of interreligious relations and dialogue. He has his
Dr. Th. from Senate of Serampor College, Kolkata, India. He is the former Program Executive of the
Office on Interreligious Relations and Dialogue of the World Council of Churches, Geneva (19892008). He is the former President of Religions for Peace Europe. Involved in Arigatou International, he
is the Co-Chair of the Council for Prayer and Action for Children, New York and a council member
of the Interfaith Council on Ethics Education for Children, Geneva. He is the President of the Nordic
Gülen Institute. Rev. Dr. Ucko is a recipient of the Maja Koene Peace Award for the Promotion of Interreligious Harmony, Madurai, India and the Fethullah Gülen International Dialogue Prize, Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Alex Mwamba Ng’oma

Lecturer, Political Sciene and Public Administration, University of Zambia, Lusaka
Alex Mwamba Ng’oma holds M.A. and Ph.D., is a ‘hybrid’ lecturer of Political Science and Public
Administration at the University of Zambia in Lusaka. He specializes in Strategic Management,
Organization Theory and Entrepreneurship, but also lectures in a variety of courses in Political Theory
and Comparative Politics. He has published several scholarly journal articles and has written a
number of book chapters as well. Dr. Ng’oma is also a leading political analyst in his home country
Zambia, where he interacts very regularly with the country’s plethora of radio and TV stations, as well
as newspaper publishers. Beyond that, Dr. Ng’oma is a civil society activist, a community organizer,
and serves on several organizational and Editorial Boards and actually chairs some of them.

Rebeca Rios-Kohn J.D.

Director, Arigatou International Prayer and Action for Children, New York
Rebeca Rios-Kohn is a citizen of Uruguay and France with over 25 years of experience working for
the United Nations in the areas of international law, human rights, women and children’s rights. After
receiving a Juris Doctor from the University of Richmond in Virginia she practiced law in Virginia and
New York. During her years with the United Nations she held senior level positions with UNICEF and
United Nations Development Program where she worked with diverse policy makers, government
officials, parliamentarians, judges and others on governance and human rights policy issues. Ms.
Rios-Kohn has authored a number of articles and academic papers for law journals, developed
studies on a wide range of subjects, and co-authored “Protecting the World’s Children”, a UNICEF
publication (2007). Since 2015 she is Director of Arigatou International's New York Office, a not for
profit organization working for children with headquarters in Japan and leads the Prayer and Action for
Children interfaith initiative.
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The Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF) is an international civil society organization dedicated to the culture of
peace, human rights, and sustainable development. The JWF promotes diversity and inclusion by creating forums
for intellectual and social engagement; generates and shares knowledge with stakeholders, builds partnerships
worldwide and develops policy recommendations for positive social change. www.jwf.org
—The JWF is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization incorporated in New York, USA—
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