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The present report is an effort to shed light on the violations of the right to education by
the Government of Turkey, in particular in the aftermath of the attempted coup of July 15,
2016. The report focuses on something which has been often overlooked in the past – the
right to education – by analyzing, inter alia, the extremely difficult situation facing teachers,
academics, students, and other educational personnel in Turkey and abroad, including arrests, abductions, detentions, threats, dismissals, and cancellation of passports.
The report primarily draws information from in-depth and structured interviews with
twenty-eight (28) students in Turkey and abroad whose right to education has been subject
to violations from the Government of the Republic of Turkey. In addition to the interviews,
the present report also draws upon information obtained through analyzing the extent to
which the government fails to provide for the essential features of education, namely availability, accessibility, acceptability, and adaptability.1 Finally, the report also draws upon information collected from government reports and statements, reporting by pro-government
media, and reports from relevant stakeholders, in Turkey and abroad.
The findings of the report reveal that the Republic of Turkey is in flagrant breach of
its obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(hereafter: “ICESCR”) to respect, protect and fulfil each of the “essential features” (availability, accessibility, acceptability, adaptability) of the right to education.
The Government of Turkey has arbitrarily closed thousands of private schools and confiscated their assets, and it is failing to protect the accessibility of education by girls; to take
positive measures to ensure that education is culturally appropriate for minorities and of
good quality for all; to fulfil the adaptability of education by designing and providing resources for curricula which reflect the contemporary needs of students in a changing world;
and to fulfil the availability of education by actively developing a system of schools, including building classrooms, delivering programs, providing teaching materials, training teachers and paying them domestically competitive salaries.
Contrary to its obligations under the ICESCR, the Government of Turkey has, inter
alia, introduced legislation, which discriminates against those perceived close to the Hizmet
Movement2, and has also failed to reverse or repeal any of de facto discriminatory legislation or practices in the field of education. The new school curricula (2017) is inconsistent
with educational objectives, while the Council of Higher Education (YÖK) and other monitoring bodies have failed to maintain a transparent and effective system to monitor conformity with ICESCR. The government has arbitrarily closed and confiscated thousands of
private educational institutions in a discriminatory manner, deliberately promoting at the
same time the rise of İmam Hatip schools and religious education.
The actions of the Turkish government since 2015 have had a profound impact on the
entire Turkish higher education sector, inter alia, denying academic freedom to staff and
students, and thus jeopardizing Turkey’s future.
1

2

See General Comment No. 13, Adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at the Twenty-first Session,
E/C.12/1999/10, 8 December 1999. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Education/Training/Compilation/Pages/d)Ge
neralCommentNo13Therighttoeducation(article13)(1999).aspx
Hizmet (the Service) Movement is also referred to as Gülen Movement.
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PART I – INTRODUCTION

T

he present report examines the violations of the right to education by the Government
of Turkey under international law, particularly based on Article 13 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), based on the following essential features of the right to education: (i) availability; (ii) accessibility; (iii) acceptability; and (iv) adaptability.
The report analyzes the Turkish government’s large-scale assault against the right to education since 2013 and the measures introduced under the state of emergency and poststate of emergency, which have had a devastating effect to primary, secondary, and higher
education, both in Turkey and Turkish institutions abroad.
The story of A.D. [real name withheld] is very similar to the situation facing tens of thousands of military cadets3 and students of military high schools, and more than an estimated
1.5 million Turkish students whose lives and future were permanently and adversely affected
in the aftermath of the attempted coup of July 2016.4
“I am 26 years old and former cadet in a Turkish Military Academy. During
the attempted coup (July 15, 2016) I was at Isparta Eğirdir Mountain Commando
School. After that night, the military order was out of control, and we were stuck inside the school from July 15 to July 31, 2016. During those two weeks, the civilians
surrounded the school and instilled unimaginable fear on us, repeatedly shouting
with their slogans - “terrorist soldiers out”.
Several times, even though the police were constantly present, armed civilians
would shoot towards the school garden or up into the air. There was absolutely no
safety; we were really scared for our lives and future, simply nobody knew what the
next day would bring. We couldn’t even go out of the school for those two weeks. On
July 31, 2016, towards the end of my 3rd year, I was unlawfully and without any justification expelled from the Turkish Military Academy through a Decree-Law. We were
simply told we were all dismissed through a Decree-Law and ordered to “disperse”
quickly and silently to our homes.
I personally severely suffered from mental crises for one year, and I know many
of my former colleagues from the academy who are still traumatized. I am officially
labelled for being expelled from the school through a Decree-Law, and in Turkey that
equates with being a terrorist. None of those dismissed through emergency decrees
have been able to re-enter any state institution in any way. I submitted countless applications for employment. I was never called for an interview, even in the private
sector (in a hotel for example), as I was dismissed through a Decree-Law.
Following my dismissal from the military academy I was admitted to study law at
the Faculty of Law at [redacted] University. There was sadly no academic freedom
left whatsoever in the university; teachers were too afraid to discuss any political issues, criticizing the government was simply unthinkable. Not only teachers, but even
students were afraid to speak about their opinion among themselves. I was psychologically afraid of communicating with students and lecturers, as I was afraid, I could
unintentionally put them in trouble.
While I was studying law at the [redacted] University, Isparta Prosecutor’s Office
3
4

https://stockholmcf.org/29444-military-members-dismissed-as-part-of-turkeys-post-coup-purge/
https://t24.com.tr/haber/akpmnin-kararinda-ohal-vurgusu-iste-rakamlarla-khk-uygulamalari,401179
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filed a criminal case against me for alleged membership in a terrorist organization. I
was eventually acquitted of all the charges, but not permitted to continue attending
the law school.
Even though I was acquitted the first time, I knew I would eventually be arrested
again and face unfair trial and possibly imprisonment. During the second year of my
studies and only two weeks following my wedding, I had no other choice but flee Turkey and seek protection in Greece.
Myself and my spouse are unemployed, and we have no income. All of our savings vanished in only six months. We are financially and psychologically stressed, but
thankful despite everything. I believe my decision to leave Turkey saved my life as
almost all of my colleagues and commanders from the military academy are either in
prison, pending sentencing or their trial is still ongoing.
My situation has also adversely impacted my relatives in Turkey. My brother applied
for a specialty after long term military service. He was however verbally communicated
that I was expelled with a decree and therefore he would not be approved, because he
is my brother. My cousins were told that they “had FETÖ 5 members in the family” and
their traineeships were also cancelled. Everyone is now blaming me for everything. I
was working hard to achieve my dream, become a military officer and honorably serve
my country. Frankly, I don’t have much of an expectation for the future, but my biggest
dream is to now complete the law school in Europe and eventually become a lawyer.”

A. BACKGROUND

O

n July 15, 2016, a small
group of officers within
the Turkish armed forces tried to seize power and overthrow the elected Government of
Turkey. According to the Turkish
government, 249 individuals were
killed and 2,194 were injured
during the coup attempt. With
the coup attempt still ongoing,
President Erdoğan claimed on national TV that Fethullah Gülen, a Muslim cleric living in
self-exile in the United States and a vocal critic of President Erdoğan, was the coup’s mastermind. Mr. Gülen himself condemned the attempt while it was in progress and denied any
involvement afterwards.6
In the aftermath of the attempted coup, the Government of Turkey began an unprecedented crackdown on all dissent, real or not. More than five years following the attempted
5

6

In 2015, Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan formally designated Hizmet Movement as a terrorist organization (referring to it as
“Fetullah Terrorist Organization” or “FETÖ”)
See New York Times article: “An Exiled Cleric Denies Playing a Leading Role in Coup Attempt” https://www.nytimes.
com/2016/07/17/us/fethullah-gulen-turkey-coup-attempt.html
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coup, hundreds of innocent victims continue to be detained, arrested, and tried every single
week for alleged links to Hizmet Movement and the attempted coup, often, if not always, with
questionable evidentiary standards and without full due process provided for under law. In
July 2020, the Ministry of Justice reported that it had carried out nearly 100,000 operations
targeting perceived Hizmet sympathizers in only four years.
The systematic and widespread assault on human rights in the aftermath of the attempted
coup includes arbitrary killings, suspicious deaths of persons in custody, enforced disappearances, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and ill-treatment, violence against women and children,
severe restriction of freedoms of expression, assembly and association, arbitrary closure of media
outlets and civil society organizations, blocking websites and content, arbitrary deprivation of nationality and heavy restrictions on the freedom of movement.
Blanket denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms however has overshadowed an
important right provided for in major United Nations human rights and other treaties, which
has been overlooked for too long – the right to education.
Since 2014, the Government of Turkey has pursued a persistent, coordinated, and systematic campaign against Hizmet Movement-affiliated institutions and individuals in the
country and abroad by claiming that they were an extension of a “parallel state.” Ever since
members of the education system have been routinely subjected, inter alia, to seizure of
property, arbitrary detention and arrest, ill-treatment, and punishment over false accusations, including for allegedly “membership of terrorist organizations, spreading terrorist propaganda, inciting people to hatred, violence and breaking the law, and insulting Turkish institutions and the Turkish Republic.”
According to the Minister
of Interior of Turkey (Süleyman
Soylu), “a total of 319,587 individuals have been detained and
99,962 arrested in operations
against supporters of the Hizmet
Movement since the attempted
coup of July 15, 2016. In addition,
22,340 individuals with alleged
links to the Hizmet Movement are currently in prison, including both those who are serving
sentences and those in pre-trial detention. 25,026 other individuals are currently wanted on
terrorism charges for alleged Hizmet ties.”7
One of the key criteria for prosecution on bogus terrorism charges following the attempted coup is the attendance of Hizmet-affiliated schools in the past, either in Turkey or abroad,
something which has also become a standard question during police interrogations of all
suspects. In the aftermath of the attempted coup, the government blacklisted over 138,000
children8 previously attending kindergarten through 12th grade, in schools allegedly linked to
Hizmet Movement, country’s once best performing school network. The compilation of the
database for law enforcement purposes has certainly a discriminatory intent, as the children
listed in the database would most likely be stigmatized, denied government positions in the
7

8

https://www.turkishminute.com/2021/11/23/9587-people-detained-99962-arrested-in-terrorism-operations-against-the-gulenmovement/
https://nordicmonitor.com/2021/04/turkey-blacklisted-over-100000-students-from-kindergarten-to-12th-grade-on-gulen-links/
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future, or even face possible prosecution.
Following the attempted coup, students and dedicated educators across the country, in
particular those studying in Hizmet-affiliated institutions or perceived close to the Hizmet
Movement, overnight became a suspected and oppressed class, with the relentless government assault on education increasingly expanding.
From July 2016 to February 2018, the government canceled teaching licenses of 20,932
teachers and closed down the private schools they used to work, over alleged links to Hizmet
Movement.9 Educators Union Egitim Sen estimated in July 2018 that the number of individuals removed from their positions in the education sector was 41,705 and 15,584 in the
military,10 concluding that the education sector rather than military was targeted following
the attempted coup.
The magnitude of repression by the Turkish government on teachers and other education personnel, without providing a single proof on any wrongdoing by those affected suggests a systematic and widespread effort to suppress any perceived threat to the government
- in clear infringement of the right to education and internationally recognized standards
of academic freedom. Massive dismissals of teachers and academics, accused of links to
Hizmet have significantly affected the education sector and thereby the right to education.11

T

B. SCOPE OF THE REPORT

he report was drafted by the Journalists and Writers Foundation in an effort to shed
light on the violations of the right to education in Turkey and abroad, something
which has been often overlooked in the past because of the main focus on the unprecedented assault on human rights in general by the Turkish government.
The report also focuses on the extremely difficult situation faced by teachers, academics, students, and other personnel in Turkey and abroad, including arrests, abductions, detentions, threats, dismissals, and cancellation of passports. The Journalists and Writers
Foundation is most grateful to all those contributing to the report, in particular students in
Turkey who facilitated the drafting of this report at great personal risk.

C. METHODOLOGY AND STRUCTURE

T
•

9
10

11

he research methodology in drafting the report consisted of the following specific
components:
Analysis of international law, domestic legislation, state reports, information obtained
through monitoring open sources, including pro-government media, information
obtained through monitoring documents, press releases by NGOs and international

https://turkeypurge.com/education-ministry-cancels-licenses-1272-educators-terror-charges-report
http://egitimsen.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/E%C4%9Fitimde-ve-Y%C3%BCksek%C3%B6%C4%9Fretimde-OHALRaporu-19-Temmuz.pdf
See also OHCHR, “Report on the impact of the state of emergency on human rights in Turkey, including an update on the SouthEast (January – December 2017),” March 2018, para 8. The report is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/
DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22853&LangID=E
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organizations.
• Interviews with students, victims of human rights violations.
• Analysis of the collected data, statements, observations, and other evidence.
The author of the present report is aware that mapping the full extent of the violations of the
right to education by the Turkish government is almost impossible, and the real number of victims
may never be known. To facilitate the drafting of the present report and properly understand the
extent of the violations and their impact on their lives, twenty-eight victims (28) were asked to
answer a set of questions listed in the enclosed Annex 5.
In many cases described in the report, the Journalists and Writers Foundation decided not
to reveal the identity of victims and its sources, to protect students and other individuals against
eventual reprisals.
The present report is structured according to the major areas of concern as follows:
• Part I – Introduction
• Part II – Contents of the right to education
• Part III – Right to education in Turkey
• Part IV – Assault on private education
• Part V – July 2016 attempted coup and the right to education
• Part VI – Interviews with students
• Part VII – Conclusions
• Part VIII – Recommendations
• Annex 1 – Core International Instruments and Declarations / Recommendations
• Annex 2 – Timeline of Repression Against Turkish Academics
• Annex 3 – Diplomas/Studentships Revoked with Decree Law No. 673 (September 1, 2016)
• Annex 4 – Declaration of Boğaziçi University students (January 4, 2021)
• Annex 5 – Interview Questions

10

I

n its General Comment No. 13 on Article 13 of the
ICCPR (the right to education), adopted during its twenty-first session (1999), the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (hereafter: “CESCR”), discusses the right to receive an education.

I

A. ESSENTIAL FEATURES OF
THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

n accordance with the objectives of all education, and while the precise and appropriate
application of the terms will depend upon the conditions prevailing in a particular State
party to the (“ICESCR” or “Covenant”), education in all its forms and at all levels shall
exhibit the following interrelated and essential features: (a) availability; (b) accessibility; (c)
acceptability; and (d) adaptability.12
(a) Availability. Functioning educational institutions and programs have to be available in sufficient quantity within the jurisdiction of the State party to the Covenant. What
they require to function depends upon numerous factors, including the developmental context within which they operate; for example, all institutions and programs are likely to require buildings or other protection from the elements, sanitation facilities for both sexes, safe
drinking water, trained teachers receiving domestically competitive salaries, teaching materials, and so on; while some will also require facilities such as a library, computer facilities
and information technology.
(b) Accessibility. Educational institutions and programs have to be accessible to everyone, without discrimination, within the jurisdiction of the State party. Accessibility has
three overlapping dimensions:
(i)
Non-discrimination - education must be accessible to all, especially the most
vulnerable groups, in law and fact, without discrimination on any of the prohibited grounds;
(ii)
Physical accessibility education has to be within safe physical reach, either by attendance at some reasonably convenient geographic location or via modern technology (e.g., access to a “distance learning” programme);
(iii)
Economic accessibility - education has to be affordable to all.
(c) Acceptability. The form and substance of education, including curricula and teaching methods, have to be acceptable (e.g., relevant, culturally appropriate and of good quality) to students and, in appropriate cases, parents; this is subject to the educational objectives
required by article 13 (1) of the Covenant and such minimum educational standards as may
be approved by the State.
(d) Adaptability. Education has to be flexible so it can adapt to the needs of changing
societies and communities and respond to the needs of students within their diverse social
12

See General Comment No. 13, Adopted by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at the Twenty-first Session,
E/C.12/1999/10, 8 December 1999. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Education/Training/Compilation/Pages/d)Gen
eralCommentNo13Therighttoeducation(article13)(1999).aspx
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and cultural settings. When considering the appropriate application of these “interrelated
and essential features” the best interests of the student shall be a primary consideration.
Primary education includes the elements of availability, accessibility, acceptability, and
adaptability which are common to education in all its forms and at all levels. Primary education has two distinctive features: it is “compulsory” and “available free to all.”
Secondary education includes the elements of availability, accessibility, acceptability,
and adaptability which are common to education in all its forms and at all levels. While the
content of secondary education will vary among States parties and over time, it includes
completion of basic education and consolidation of the foundations for life-long learning
and human development. It prepares students for vocational and higher educational opportunities. According to the Covenant, secondary education “shall be made generally available
and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education.” Technical and vocational education (TVE), as part of the secondary education, forms part of both the right to education and the right to work. Article 13 (2)
(b) of the Covenant presents TVE as part of secondary education, reflecting the particular
importance of TVE at this level of education.
Higher education includes the elements of availability, accessibility, acceptability, and
adaptability which are common to education in all its forms at all levels. The most significant
difference is that while secondary education “shall be made generally available and accessible to all”, higher education “shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity”.
Finally, fundamental education includes the elements of availability, accessibility, acceptability, and adaptability which are common to education in all its forms and at all levels. Individuals “who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education” have a right to fundamental education, or basic education, which is not limited by
age or gender. The right to fundamental education extends to children, youth, and adults,
including older persons.

12

B. STATE’S OBLIGATIONS ON THE RIGHT TO
EDUCATION

T

he right to education imposes on states parties to the Covenant (ICESCR) three types
or levels of obligations; the obligation to respect, the obligation to protect and the
obligation to fulfil. The latter incorporates both an obligation to facilitate and an obligation to provide.
The obligation to respect requires States parties to avoid measures that hinder or prevent the enjoyment of the right to education. The obligation to protect requires States parties
to take measures that prevent third parties from interfering with the enjoyment of the right
to education. The obligation to fulfil (facilitate) requires states to take positive measures that
enable and assist individuals and communities to enjoy the right to education. Finally, State
parties to ICESCR have an obligation to fulfil (provide) the right to education.
States have the obligation to respect, protect and fulfil each of the “essential features”
(availability, accessibility, acceptability, adaptability) of the right to education. A State must
respect the availability of education by not closing private schools; protect the accessibility of
education by ensuring that third parties, including parents and employers, by not preventing
girls from going to school; fulfil (facilitate) the acceptability of education by taking positive
measures to ensure that education is culturally appropriate for minorities and indigenous
peoples, and of good quality for all; fulfil (provide) the adaptability of education by designing and providing resources for curricula which reflect the contemporary needs of students
in a changing world; and fulfil (provide) the availability of education by actively developing
a system of schools, including building classrooms, delivering programs, providing teaching
materials, training teachers and paying them domestically competitive salaries.

C. VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

V

iolations of the right to education may occur through direct action of States parties
(acts of commission) or through their failure to take steps required by the Covenant
(acts of omission). In the view of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, violations of article 13 of the ICESCR, which are discussed in detail in Part V of the
report include the following:

1. Introduction or failure to repeal legislation which discriminates against individuals or
groups, on any of the prohibited grounds, in the field of education;
2. Failure to take measures which address de facto educational discrimination;
3. Use of curricula inconsistent with the educational objectives;
4. Failure to maintain a transparent and effective system to monitor conformity with article 13 (1) of the ICESCR;
5. Failure to introduce, as a matter of priority, primary education, compulsory and available free to all;
6. Failure to take “deliberate, concrete and targeted” measures towards the progressive
13
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realization of secondary, higher and fundamental education;
7. Prohibition of private educational institutions;
8. Failure to ensure private educational institutions conform to the “minimum educational standards”;
9. Denial of academic freedom of staff and students; the closure of educational institutions in times of political tension.

14

A. INTERNATIONAL LEGAL OBLIGATIONS ON THE
RIGHT TO EDUCATION INCUMBENT UPON TURKEY

Pursuant to Article 90 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey,13 international
agreements duly put into effect bear the force of law and no appeal to the Constitutional
Court can be made regarding these agreements. Once the ratification process is completed,
international agreements become part of the domestic legislation and applicable in
national law. As such, ratified international agreements have direct effect in Turkish law
and their provisions may be directly invoked before national courts. In case of a conflict
between international agreements duly put into effect and domestic law, due to differences
in provisions on the same matter, the provisions of international agreements shall prevail.
Core international instruments and relevant declarations or recommendations in the
field of education to which the Republic of Turkey is bound are listed in Annex 1.

F

B. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

ollowing the proclamation of the Turkish Republic, on October 29, 1923, the new
Constitution14 reiterated compulsory and free primary education for Turkish nationals
in state schools. The Law on Unity of Education (Tevhid’i Tedrisat Kanunu)15 stipulated abolishment of the Madrasas and attachment of all education institutions to the Ministry
of Education, with a view of assuring centralized execution of educational affairs under the
authority of the Ministry of Education. The following Act, adopted on November 1, 1928,
introduced the new alphabet (Latin Alphabet), indicating that with its use Turkish language
would be easier and more suitable to learn and use, in comparison with the Arabic letters.
Important changes and developments in the education system were introduced by respective acts starting from the 1960s. The Primary Education Law (No. 222) of 1961 reiterated compulsory and free primary education in state schools and regulated much of the necessary matters for the normal functioning of primary schools. The adoption of the Primary
Education Law was followed by two very important legal acts in the field of education: (i)
The Basic Law of National Education (No. 1739), which entered into force in 1973 regulating the Turkish education system in its entirety; and (ii) the Vocational Education Law (No.
3308) which entered into force in 1986 and regulates vocational and technical education.
The latter also constitutes the legal grounds for all arrangements in vocational education.
In 1997, the duration of compulsory education (primary education) was increased to
eight years and the law16 introduced various sanctions for implementation. With the stated
aim of improving education quality and increasing participation rates,17 in 2012 the number
of compulsory years was increased from eight to twelve, and this redefined the education
system into three levels - primary, lower, and upper secondary education, each in duration
of four years (4+4+4).
13
14
15
16
17

The current Constitution entered into force on November 7, 1982
Article 87 of the Constitution

Law No. 430. Entered into force on March 3, 1924
Law No. 4306 of August 18, 1997

Publicly stated intention. More information on the real intentions behind the move can be found in the Secondary Education chapter
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D

C. CONSTITUTIONAL, LEGISLATIVE AND
ADMINISTRATIVE FRAMEWORK

ue to a constant emphasis on education since the founding of the Turkish Republic,
the education system, education policies and programs are among the most regulated areas. In Turkey’s education system relevant policies and programs are guided by Atatürk’s opinions and thoughts concerning education, the 1982 Constitution, and the
laws governing education and training.
Main principles of the education system in Turkey are enshrined in Article 42 of the
Constitution. In accordance with Article 42 - “no one shall be deprived of the right of learning and education,” whereas “primary education is compulsory for all citizens of both sexes
and is free of charge in state schools.” Article 42 further stipulates that education is based on
contemporary scientific and educational principles, under the supervision and control of the
State, and does not provide for the establishment of educational institutions which operate
contrary to these principles.
Constitutional
provisions18
provide for private primary and
secondary schools to operate
according to principles regulated
by law in keeping with the
standards of state schools.
Pursuant to Article 42, the state
will also provide scholarships and
other means of assistance to enable students of merit lacking financial means to continue their
education and will adopt measures of rehabilitation for persons in need of special education.
The only activities to be pursued at educational institutions are training, education,
research, and study - activities that “shall not be obstructed in any way.” Finally, Article
42 states that “no language other than Turkish shall be taught as mother tongue to
Turkish citizens at any institutions of training or education. Foreign languages to be
taught in educational institutions and the rules for education in a foreign language will be
determined by law and the provisions of international treaties are reserved.”
In another important provision19 on the right to education, the Turkish Constitution also
states that “religious and moral education and instruction shall be conducted under state
supervision and control. Instruction in religious culture and morals shall be one of the
compulsory lessons in the curricula of primary and secondary schools. Other religious
education and instruction shall be subject to the individual’s own desire, and in the case
of minors, to the request of their legal representatives.”
In accordance with the Basic Law on National Education20 the fundamental principles of
the Turkish national education are as follows:

18
19
20

Article 42
Article 24 (Freedom of Religion and Conscience), paragraph 4

Articles 4 – 17
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•

universality and equality

•

education for democracy

•

individual and social needs

•

secularism

•

orientation

•

scientific approach to education

•

right to education

•

planned education

•

equality of opportunity

•

coeducation

•

continuity in education

•

school – parent cooperation

•

Atatürk’s Reforms and Principles and Atatürk’s
Nationalism

•

education everywhere

T

D.NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL POLICIES
he Ministry of National Education is responsible for fulfilling all education services
except for higher education. The Ministry carries out this responsibility through its
central, provincial and organizations abroad, as well as through its affiliated estab-

lishments. According to the Basic Law on National Education (No. 1739), Turkish educational system consists of two main parts, namely formal and non-formal education.
Formal education is the regular education conducted within a
school for individuals in a certain
age group and at the same level,
under programs developed in accordance with a certain purpose.
It is divided into four levels: Pre-

school education, primary education, secondary education, and higher education.
Preschool education is for children younger than 6-years old. Preschool education,
which is voluntary, aims at contributing to the physical, mental, and emotional development of children, to help them acquire good habits, and to prepare them for basic education. Preschool education institutions include independent kindergartens, nursery classes in
primary schools and preparation classes.
Article 3 of Law No. 222 on Primary Education stipulates that “Primary education is
provided in primary education institutions; is compulsory for boys and girls of primary education age and is free at state schools”. In accordance with this provision, just as in primary
education schools, all children throughout the country are provided free education and material, including pre-school, technical and vocational education, in secondary education institutions. Law No. 4306, which entered into force in 1998, provides for the increase of the
duration of primary education to 8-years, which is compulsory. Thus, all children were provided with access to compulsory and free primary education.
Secondary education is free of charge and open for all primary school graduates.
Although higher education is available for everyone having completed secondary education,
only those who pass the university entrance examination are eligible to enroll at a university. Legislation introduced in 2012 increased the number of compulsory years from eight to
twelve and this redefined the education system into three levels - primary, lower, and upper
secondary education, each in duration of 4-years.
17
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Private education institutions are private schools, courses and training centers which operate under Law No. 5580 on Private Education Institutions, which entered into force on
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February 14, 2007. These institutions carry out their activities under the supervision and inspection of the Ministry of National Education.
Private primary and secondary education institutions are established by Turkish natural
and legal persons. Private foreign schools in turn are established by foreign nationals and
corporate bodies. Private minority schools are established and operated by non-Muslim minorities. International private education schools are established either solely by individuals
and corporate bodies with foreign nationality, jointly through partnership with Turkish nationals, by Turkish nationals, or corporate bodies.
Anyone who wishes to attend private education institutions may do so provided that
s/he meets the conditions required by the institution and is able to afford the education
expenses. Those who want to establish a private education institution may do so at every
level of education in accordance with the relevant legal arrangements. Establishment of
such institutions is subject to the Law No. 5580 on Private Education Institutions. Such
institutions may provide education within the framework of the said Law.
As part of recent policies and practices, Turkey has three key documents which steer
education:
• The Strategic Plan for the Ministry of National Education (2010-14), which sets the
medium - and long-term education goals;
• An overall government strategy which includes education, currently established in
the Tenth Development Plan (2014-18); and
• The Lifelong Learning Strategy Paper, which is linked to the European Union’s
strategy.
According to its strategic documents, by 2023 the Turkish government aims to:
• Achieve a society of educated individuals.
• Launch the Movement of Enhancing Opportunities and Improving Technology
project (FATIH), which aims to equip each classroom with an interactive white
board and each student with a tablet computer.
• Increase participation rates in pre-school, basic and secondary education to 100%.
• Promote the importance of vocational education.
• Implement reform of the Council of Higher Education (Yüksek Öğretim Kurulu
(YÖK).
• Increase the number of private universities.
• Improve the quality of universities.
• Increase the number of academics in universities.
• Implement a policy of language learning.
• Terminate gender and regional disparities and
• Prepare students for upper education and the future in a more flexible structure.21

21

OECD, Education Policy Outlook: Turkey, 2013
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E. INSTITUTIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR
IMPLEMENTING NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICIES

Basic Law of National Education of 1973 provides for the Ministry of National Education
(MoNE) as the responsible body for the education system, with the directorates and their
units responsible for different aspects of education and policy compliance. The highly
centralized education system and bureaucratic structure however, in particular in the
aftermath of the July 15, 2016, attempted coup, provides for limited capacity of schools to
address their immediate challenges.
Other important bodies in supporting and implementing education policies and strategies are the Provincial and District National Education Directorates across 81 Turkish provinces. The following bodies also play an important role in the Turkish education system:

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Council of Higher Education (YÖK), responsible for higher education policies.
National Council of Education, serving as an advisory body to the Ministry of
Education which convenes every four years.
Board of Education, entrusted with developing curriculums, plans, objectives, and
approving textbooks.
Directorate for Strategy Development, serving as a consultation unit coordinating the
work in establishing education strategies, policies, and goals.
Vocational Education Council, deciding on planning and development, in coordination
with relevant ministries, organizations representing employees and employers, as
well as other key social partners.
Assessment, Selection and Placement Centre, responsible for university entrance
examinations and placement of teachers, in collaboration with the Ministry of
National Education.
National Council for Teacher Training, serving as an advisory body coordinating
between the Council of Higher Education and the Ministry of National Education.

Radical purges in the education system since 2014 and the closure of educational
institutions in the aftermath of the July 15 coup attempt make however most of the above
objectives certainly unattainable.
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I

n the view of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, violations of
Article 13 of ICESCR include among other, “the prohibition of private educational institutions.” In addition, the Committee is of the view that States have the obligation to
respect, protect and fulfil each of the “essential features” (availability, accessibility, acceptability, adaptability) of the right to education. In this context, a State must also respect the
availability of education by not closing private schools.22
The Constitution of Turkey23 provides for private primary and secondary schools to operate in accordance with the principles regulated by law in keeping with the standards of public
schools. Anyone who wishes to attend private education institutions may do so provided that
s/he meets the conditions required by the institution and is able to afford the education expenses. Those who want to establish a private education institution may do so at every level
of education in accordance with the relevant legal arrangements, in particular Law No. 5580
on Private Education Institutions. Such institutions may provide education within the framework of the said Law.

A. AN OVERVIEW OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS

P

rivate schools represent important contributors to economic, cultural, scientific, and
democratic life and to positive competition in
private and public sectors. In comparable conditions,
there are several factors which make private schools
more competitive and prone to quality education, including more managerial liberty compared to their
counterparts at public schools with certain restraints
from government. Private schools also have the liberty to hire teachers in conformity to their own standards, which is not the case for public schools.
The Ministry of National Education is the authority responsible for the establishment of private schools. Along with the General Directorate of
Private Educational Institutions the Ministry is also
the responsible authority for supervising and inspect-

ing private schools.
Private schools cannot be founded solely for profit and their establishment is based on
three major factors:
• Inability of public schools to address demand.
• Decrease in quality of public schools.
• Demands from parents for better education.
Admission to private schools is subject to same requirements as in public schools.
22
23

General Comment No. 13 (E/C.12/1999/10) on Article 13 of ICESCR. Twenty-first session, December 8, 1999
Article 42
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Entrance exams are not required for admission to primary section of private schools; however, for secondary education students need to take the Transition from Primary Education to
Secondary Education Exam (TEOG) organized by Ministry of National Education. Transfers
to another school are possible in accordance with the regulations set out by the Ministry of
National Education.
Private schools have a different organizational structure from public schools, as their organizational structure generally includes a chairman of the board, a founding principal, vice
principals, academic board, chief financial officer, public relations, heads of departments,
advisors, research, and development. Private schools have to submit their organizational
regulations to the Ministry of Education for approval.
Curriculums of private schools are subject to same regulations as public schools, while
minority schools in their curriculums are allowed to include classes for their native languages
and religions. International private schools submit their own curriculums in compliance with
the Turkish state’s security and interests.
The number of private schools in Turkey increased from 9,640 to 18,360 (by 91 percent) between 2009 and 2011. The number of students at private schools increased by 110
percent from 2,084,102 to 4,379,561. Most of the increase was due to the growth in the
number of students in pre-schools, with the number of institutions increasing from 637 to
1,054 and the number of students from 14,585 to 100,424. According to 2012-2013 statistics from the Ministry of National Education, the number of formal public schools was
55,648 compared to 5,942 private schools. The number of students in public schools in the
same period was 15,239,207, while in private schools 613,064.24
Due to the advantages private schools offer, there is evidence that overall performance of
students is higher compared to students studying in public schools. In terms of academic and
social performance, private schools in Turkey have been generally among the highest-ranking institutions. This also includes better performance in nationwide exams, TÜBİTAK25
Science Olympics and international competitions and exams.26
Among one million exam takers in 2009 SBS exam, first ten students with highest scores
were from private schools. Private schools also ranked high in terms of school average. 100
highest-ranking schools in 2009 were also private.27 PISA annual results also show that private school students perform better in all sections of the exam than public school students.28

B. CLOSURE OF PREPARATORY SCHOOLS
Preparatory schools (known in Turkey as dershane) are private teaching institutions that
aim to guide students and graduates in the courses that they want to be successful, to prepare
them to the entrance exams of higher schools and of public and/or private institutions, to
24
25
26
27
28

Bakioğlu and Kirişci Sarıkaya, 2013
The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey
Çelikten, 2010
Ibid
N. Aksit / International Journal of Educational Development 27 (2007) 129–137, p. 133

21

PART IV – ASSAULT ON PRIVATE EDUCATION

[JWF] Assault on the Right to Education in Turkey (January 24, 2022)

PART IV – ASSAULT ON PRIVATE EDUCATION

[JWF] Assault on the Right to Education in Turkey (January 24, 2022)

encourage them making research and analysis.2930 Preparatory schools emerged in the 1970s
to address the test-oriented system of admission and high competition in the selection of high
schools and colleges.
According to available statistics, in 2012 over two million students attended 3,800 preparatory schools, competing for approximately 300,000 spaces in 179 public and private
colleges and universities. In average, 44 percent of 8th graders and 61 percent of 12th graders
in Turkey attended preparatory schools annually before 2014. 31
Preparatory schools affiliated with the Hizmet Movement were first allegedly targeted
during a National Security Council meeting on August 25, 200432. Practical and concrete actions, including open assault against the preparatory schools, and in broader terms against
all educational institutions affiliated with the Hizmet Movement, intensified after the 2013
corruption scandal, which began with the detention of 52 individuals on December 17,
2013, connected in various ways with the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP).
Following the scandal, then-Prime Minister Erdoğan openly called to the public to boycott Hizmet-affiliated schools and take their children out of the schools. “Special warnings”
were even addressed to members of the parliament from the ruling AKP party, along with serious consequences in case of non-compliance. December 17, 2013 was also used as a reference date in later persecuting those who did not take out their children from the schools after
that date. In mid-August 2016, Sakarya Governor confirmed that public officials who continued sending their children to the Hizmet-affiliated schools after December 17-25, 2013,
were dismissed.
In addition to the above measures, former Prime Minister and President Erdoğan on many occasions after the 2013 corruption scandal clearly stated his further intentions in relation
to the Hizmet-affiliated schools; literally by “scraping the roots of all of them.” Measures in
his own words included “creating an intelligence state” by changing the law on the National
Intelligence Organization (MİT),33 and threatening to “settle accounts with them34 after March
30, 2014,” by “conducting operations and raiding their places.”35

29
30
31
32

33
34
35

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1057%2F9781137097811_12.pdf
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2009/10/20091021-1.htm
Fevzi Bilgin, Turkey Brief: The Preparatory School Debate, Rethink Brief 02 / 2013
See page 7 at Report: Assault on Education in Turkey and Abroad, available at https://jwf.org/jwf/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/
ASSAULT-ON-EDUCATION-In-Turkey-And-Abroad-Short-version.pdf
National Intelligence Organization (Turkish: Millî İstihbarat Teşkilatı, MİT)
Civil society structures, the business and the media
Many of the measures against Hizmet affiliated institutions, including raids implemented following the above threat are described
further down in this Chapter and the Annex on the preparatory schools
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C. LAW ON EXCLUSION OF PRIVATE TRAINING
CENTERS FROM THE SCOPE OF “PRIVATE
TEACHING INSTITUTIONS”
(NO. E.2014/88, K.2015/68)

O

n November 14, 2013, now-closed Zaman newspaper was the first to report on a
draft-law (then allegedly authored but denied by the Ministry of Education) - stipulating closure/conversion of all preparatory schools and learning centers by the end
of the 2013-2014 school year.36
The government initially denied the existence of the draft-law, reportedly to avoid discussion, public outrage, and anticipated reaction. Subsequently, the Ministry of Education
confirmed that “there had been some discussion about preparatory schools”, downplaying
the plan and stating that nothing has been finalized. The Government also claimed that the
newspaper misrepresented the initiative.
Media outlets went indeed further, publishing additional documents and interviews,
which revealed the clear position and intention of the government to close the schools.
Subsequently, after extensively being reported through news outlets, a large social media
campaign was launched by instructors working in preparatory schools, activists, and the
public at large.
ÖZ-DE-BİR, GÜVEN-DER, TÖDER and ÖZDER, umbrella organizations representing
around 3,000 preparatory schools at the national level, coordinated to overturn government’s decision in closing the schools. Other stakeholders, including educators, business
groups, civil society organizations, economists, legal experts, academics, intellectuals, and
many concerned parents - all gradually supported preparatory schools against the proposed
Government’s plan. Almost all opposition political parties criticized the government’s action
on a socially sensitive matter.
Ahead of Parliament’s action, educational and legal experts argued the following:
• The proposed bill would have practically laid off at least 100,000 instructors and
support personnel working at preparatory schools, having into consideration that

36

February 28, 2014 law set September 1, 2015 as the deadline to close down the network of preparatory schools
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while the discussion was taking place at least 250,000 teachers were awaiting
appointment.
• After a thorough evaluation of the situation, it was determined that only 263 or
6.6% of all preparatory centers out of a total of 3,961 centers could be successfully
converted into private schools.
• Converting preparatory schools to other private schools required very high investment
costs. The issue of the investment of 1 billion liras of over 3,000 investors who could
not convert into private school was never considered.
• The proposed act was unconstitutional since it contravened several provisions of the
Turkish Constitution. The proposed plan was also contrary to the case law of the
European Court of Human Rights.
• Preparatory schools were meeting equal opportunity gaps in higher education by
preparing students from poor families that could not afford private universities,
especially from the Southeast part of Turkey.
• Preparatory schools facilitated higher rates of acceptance in higher education, which
in turn contributed to fewer number of youth joining PKK37 in the Southeast part of
the country.
On February 28, 2014, however, the Turkish Parliament passed the bill which provided for the closure of thousands of private schools. The bill, which was approved late on
February 28, set September 1, 2015, as the deadline to close down the network of preparatory schools. The adopted bill was confirmed by the Former President Abdullah Gül on
March 12, 2014. In addition to adopting the law, the government resorted to immense pressure on parents and openly threatened them to withdraw their children from preparatory
schools.
A petition to overturn the law was filed with the Constitutional Court in Ankara by the
main opposition Republican People’s Party only eight (8) days38 after it was published in the
Official Gazette. The petition argued that the law violated the Constitution by depriving people of education and training. The petition briefly alleged that “the contested provisions had
not been introduced due to a pressing social need and that abolishment of the private tutoring centers which encompass the right to education and learning, the freedom of enterprise,
the right to labor was disproportionate and infringed upon the very essence of these rights.
It has also been maintained that the right to private enterprise was totally inhibited through
the prohibition of private training whereas the State was obliged to strike a fair balance between the public interest expected from the restriction and individual rights and freedoms.
It was therefore alleged that these provisions39 were contrary to Articles 2, 5, 13, 17, 35, 42,
48 and 49 of the Constitution.”40
On July 14, 2015 Turkey’s constitutional court overturned41 the law closing down the
preparatory schools, arguing in its judgment that “without introducing an arrangement of
the specified nature and putting forward a compelling reason in respect of the order of a
democratic society and without resorting to less restrictive means which shall accomplish the
37
38
39
40

41

Kurdistan Workers’ Party
April 19, 2014
Provisions of the adopted law
The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Turkey, Annual report 2015. Pages 90-95 http://constitutionalcourt.gov.tr/inlinepages/
publications/pdf/annualreport2015.pdf
Ibid
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purpose of restriction as well, closure of private training centers with a completely prohibitive
method was a restriction on the freedom of enterprise, which was disproportionate and not
necessary in the order of a democratic society.”42
Faced with the Constitutional Court decision to cancel the controversial law, the
Government however did not seize its efforts to close the schools at all costs. Police raids, inspections, and audit controls on preparatory schools throughout Turkey were reported immediately after the decision was announced. Ordered by local Governor Offices to scare away
students, parents and also teachers, illegal raids included sometimes by as many as eight
central government agencies, including the Finance Ministry, the Social Security Institution
(SGK), the Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning and the Ministry of Agriculture.43
Decisions by highest courts (Constitutional Court and the Council of State) did little to
deter the Government from its intention in closing preparatory schools. Non-implementation
of the court rulings is a powerful testimony on the state of the rule of law in Turkey, even before the attempted coup. Openly and unlawfully defying the authority of the court, many governors across the country officially notified (ordered) preparatory schools operating in their
territory to “immediately cease operations and close forever.”

A

D. AFTERMATH OF THE ATTEMPTED
COUP OF JULY 2016

rticle 2. b) of Decree Law No. KHK/66744 of July 23, 2016, concerning the measures taken in the scope of state of emergency provided for disbanding all “private
educational institutions and organizations as well as private student dormitories and
hostels” attached, affiliated, or connected with what the Government unlawfully labelled as
“pro-Fetullah [Gulenist] Terrorist Organization (FETÖ/PDY).”
According to Decree Law 667 - “Health practice and research centers of the disbanded foundation higher education institutions, and the movables and all forms of assets, receivables and rights, documents and papers belonging to all other disbanded institutions

and organizations shall be deemed to have been transferred to the Treasury against no cost;
immovable properties belonging to the aforementioned shall be registered to the Treasury
at the land registry office, in a fashion free from all forms of restrictions and immovable
42

43
44

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Turkey, Annual report 2015. Pages 90-95 http://constitutionalcourt.gov.tr/inlinepages/publications/pdf/annualreport2015.pdf
For more information see Annex 2
http://www.epsu.org/sites/default/files/article/files/Turkey%20EN%20State%20of%20Emergency%20Law.pdf
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liabilities. Students enrolled to the disbanded higher education institutions shall be placed
by the Higher Education Council (YÖK) in public or foundation universities. Until they graduate, these students shall continue making the due payments that they need to pay to those
foundation higher education institutions to the relevant university. YÖK shall be mandated
and authorized to set out the procedures and principles governing the implementation of
this paragraph; to steer implementation thereof; to take all forms of measures and to remove
all hesitations that may emerge in connection with the implementation of this paragraph.”

A decision by Turkey’s Constitutional Court in January 2017 ruled that government
decrees, including those issued during a state of emergency targeting seizure of assets of
individual’s are unconstitutional.45 No government decrees on property rights can be issued
according to the Constitutional Court, without a trial that requires a verdict. This ruling by
the Constitutional Court however had no practical effect, as it was simply disregarded and
left unimplemented.

45

The news was first published by Birgün daily
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O

n July 20, 2016, the Government of Turkey declared a State of Emergency (SOE)
for three months. Pursuant to the declaration of the SOE, “The purpose of the SOE
is [was] to take required measures in the most speedy and effective manner in the
fight against FETÖ/PDY46 terrorist organization.”47 On July 21, 2016, the SOE decision was
communicated to the UN and the CoE, along with a notice of derogation from the ICCPR
and ECHR.48 The government notified the United Nations Secretary-General of its invocation of Article 4 of the ICCPR, and that the derogation involved obligations under thirteen
articles.49
Thirty-two (32) emergency decrees enacted during the state of emergency provided for
more than 300 amendments to over 150 separate laws, many of which with severe human
rights implications. Administrative and practical measures targeted both, individuals and
also legal entities, the latter through unlawful permanent closure, confiscation of assets and
appointment of trustees. Even after the end of the state of the emergency, the decrees have
not been subject to effective parliamentary scrutiny and have not been reviewed by the
courts.
Serious human rights abuses in the aftermath of the attempted coup, including in particular
widespread torture and ill-treatment, enforced and involuntary disappearances, arbitrary detentions, assault on the right to freedom of expression, association, assembly, summary dismissals
and abusive prosecutions stripping away basic rights – overshadowed an important right provided for in major United Nations human rights and other treaties, which has been overlooked for too long, the right to education. Education policies followed by the authorities of
Turkey are cause for additional concern, as the right to education is not considered a basic
human right enjoyed by all children in Turkey without discrimination.
Article 2 of Decree Law no. 667 orders liquidation of organizations with the slightest
contact with the Hizmet Movement, organizations “which belong to, connect to, or have contact with” the “FETÖ/PDY”. These organizations include private health institutions, private
education institutions, private dormitories and lodgings for students, foundations and associations and their commercial enterprises, trade-unions, federations, etc. Under Article 2 (2)
all assets of those companies are transferred to the State without any compensation.
The measures provided for under the Decree Law 667 constitute a far-reaching interference with several rights provided by the Turkish laws and relevant international law incumbent upon Turkey. The unlawful seizure and liquidation of educational institutions in addition affects the students’ right to education as provided for in particular in Article 13 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and Article 2 of
Protocol No. 1 to the European Convention of Human Rights. Unlawful liquidation of educational institutions also concerns parallel obligations under, inter alia, Articles 19 and 21
regarding freedom of expression and association under the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR).
Pursuant to the provisions of decree law 667, 1,064 private education institutions, 360
study centers, 847 student dormitories, 47 healthcare centers and 16 private foundation universities were permanently closed.50
46

47

48
49
50

FETÖ (Fethullahçı Terör Örgütü) or Gülenist Terror Organization is a derogatory term used by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and his
political associates to refer to the Hizmet Movement
Committee against Torture, Concluding observations on the fourth periodic report of Turkey, Addendum Information received from
Turkey on follow-up to the concluding observations (CAT/C/TUR/CO/4/Add.1), November 8, 2016, para 70
Journalists and Writers Foundation, Post-Coup Turkey: State of Emergency, Torture and Impunity, Oct 2016, p. 7
OHCHR, UN experts urge Turkey to adhere to its human rights obligations even in time of declared emergency, August 19, 2016
https://turkeypurge.com/home-page-3
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The Turkish government is unsuccessful in Turkey with its educational policies. In the
aftermath of the attempted coup, the situation in the education in the country further deteriorated, with the right to education fundamentally affected. The magnitude of the repression
by the Turkish government on teachers and other education personnel, without providing a
single proof on any wrongdoing by those affected suggests a systematic and widespread effort to suppress any perceived threat to the government - in clear infringement of the right to
education and internationally recognized standards of academic freedom. Massive dismissals of teachers and academics, accused of links to Hizmet Movement have significantly affected the education sector and thereby the right to education.51

I

A. AVAILABILITY

n fulfilling the right to education, the first essential feature consists of creating and maintaining functioning educational institutions and programs in sufficient quantity, i.e., adequate infrastructure, sanitation facilities, safe drinking water, trained teachers receiving
competitive salaries locally and teaching materials.
For many years, the education system in Turkey has been subject to widespread assault
in line with the political and ideological goals of the ruling AKP, mainly to the benefit of interest groups within the party to radicalize and commercialize the system. The wholesale assault on the right to education by the Turkish government has been unprecedented, not only
in Turkey but anywhere in the world.

i. Crackdown on Primary and Secondary Education in Turkey
The measures taken in the aftermath of the attempted coup have taken a lasting and
devastating toll on the right to primary and secondary education.
In the aftermath of the attempted coup hundreds of thousands of individuals across
Turkey and abroad were prosecuted; not for something they had done, but for what they
are, as in the instant case – perceived members of the Hizmet Movement. It is estimated
that 34,274 teachers were dismissed by emergency decree laws, in addition to over 21,000
teachers having their teaching licenses cancelled.52 The crackdown also included the closure
of teacher’s union Aktif-Eğitim, in flagrant breach of the right to freedom of association.
The tens of thousands of dismissed teachers cannot return to their previous jobs, cannot
take other state positions, not allowed to work in the private sector and they cannot be
employed in another industry, because of the decree dismissal label. They therefore face
precarious living conditions, surviving with no income. According to the Education and
Science Workers’ Union (Egitim Sen), fifty-three (53) teachers who could not make it
anymore tragically committed suicide.53
At least 1,064 private education institutions, 360 study centers and 847 student dormitories were permanently closed through government decree. All their assets estimated at
around 100 billion US dollars54 were arbitrarily seized without compensation. Article 6 of
51
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See also OHCHR, “Report on the impact of the state of emergency on human rights in Turkey, including an update on the
South-East (January – December 2017),” March 2018, para 8. The report is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/
DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22853&LangID=E
https://turkeypurge.com/home-page-3
https://www.dw.com/tr/khkl%C4%B1-%C3%B6%C4%9Fretmenlerins%C4%B1k%C4%B1nt%C4%B1lar%C4%B1s%C3%BCr%C3%BCyor/av-59356722
Hürriyet newspaper, July 26, 2016. Available at: http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/kapatilan-kurumlarin-degeri-en-az-100-milyardolar-40170575
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Decree-Law 677, published in the Official Gazette No. 29896 of November 22, 2016, provides an absolute restriction with respect to claims for damages. It stipulates the following:
“Within the scope of the decree-laws enacted under the state of emergency declared upon
the Decision of the Council of Ministers dated 7/20/2016 and No. 2016/9064, the institutions and organizations closed for having membership to, affiliation, or connection with terrorist organizations or structures, formations or groups determined by the National Security
Council to carry out activities against the national security may under no circumstances claim
compensation for being closed.”

ii. Closure of Military Schools
In an effort to assert complete and absolute control over the Turkish military, on July 31,
2016, the government issued Decree-Law 669, providing for the closure of all of Turkey’s
war academies, military high schools, and high schools that train non-commissioned officers, to be replaced by a new university called the National Defense University under the
authority of the Ministry of Defense. The decree also formally brings the army, navy, and air
forces under the Defense Ministry, and the Gülhane Military Medical Academy and military
hospitals under the Ministry of Health.
In its Information Note55
submitted to the Council
of Europe specifically on
Decree-Law 669, the Turkish
government tries to justify its
actions with the following:
“No restriction was brought
on the rights and freedoms of
the public with the DecreeLaw.” The Information Note
56
however does not inform on around 16,409 military cadets and the tens of thousands of
students attending military high schools, including those training non-commissioned officers for five, six or more years, who were expelled with a stroke of a pen; with their dreams,
sweat and efforts for a career in the Turkish military shattered. Overnight, they became a
suspected class and continue to be arbitrarily detained and imprisoned over alleged links to
the attempted coup.
Graphic pictures circulated on social media the day following the July 2016 attempted
coup show one military cadet being “beheaded” by a mob and his bloodied body on one
of the bridges crossing the Bosphorus strait in Istanbul, as a group of people with belts and
sharp objects reportedly lynched six other soldiers. The crowd also tried to throw the lifeless
bodies of soldiers from the bridge, but reportedly “abandoned that intention” as the police
intervened.57 As of January 2020, three hundred fifty-five (355) military cadets were sentenced to life imprisonment on attempted coup-related charges.58
55
56
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https://rm.coe.intCoERMPublicCommonSearchServicesDisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680698fb7
https://stockholmcf.org/29444-military-members-dismissed-as-part-of-turkeys-post-coup-purge/
Journalists and Writers Foundation, Post-Coup Turkey: State of Emergency, Torture &Impunity, Oct 2016, p.11-12
https://turkeypurge.com/turkey-jails-mother-of-imprisoned-military-cadet
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iii. Freedom of Association in the Education System
The Venice Commission of the Council of Europe has already considered that the dismissals and the classification as members of terrorist organizations, because of trade union
membership amounts to the violation of human rights. In its Opinion on emergency decree
laws Nos 667-676, the Commission takes the view that, “[…] where a person is dismissed
for professing a particular religion, expressing an opinion, belonging to a lawfully existing
association or trade-union, or for sending children to a religious school, such action may
be seen as an interference with the rights under Articles 9, 10, or 11 of the ECHR, or under Article 2 of Protocol no. 1 thereof, accordingly (and Article 14 in conjunction with these
guarantees).”59

Prior membership to former Aksiyon-Iş and Cihan-Sen trade unions are used by the
Government of Turkey as “evidence” of terrorist links. The Cihan-Sen confederation had
22,104 members in July 2016, according to government data. A total of 18,015 of these
members were under the roof of Aktif-Sen, another union in the confederation. Thousands
of teachers have already been arrested and faced prosecution only because they were members of the Aksiyon-İş union.60
A confidential communication of May 2, 2018, signed by Nurcan Önder, director general
at the Ministry of Labor acting on behalf of Labor Minister Zehra Zümrüt Selçuk is addressed
to the Istanbul 33rd High Criminal Court and conveys the names of 29 trade union members
duly registered before the attempted coup to become members of their union of choice under
Law No. 6356 on Trade Unions and Collective Labor Agreements.
In 2018, in the aftermath of the attempted coup, prior membership (from 2014 – 2016)
of the closed trade unions is considered as evidence of terrorism against trade union members.61 This “evidence”, for prior membership to legally established and operating trade
unions, has already used to sentence thousands of teachers and other professionals. In short,
measures against trade union members have retroactively equated what have otherwise
been legitimate and normal activities with terrorism, thereby effectively criminalizing freedom of expression, association and other important rights.62
In April 2021, the International Labor Organization (ILO) Committee on Freedom of
59
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Venice Commission, Opinion on emergency decree laws Nos 667-676 adopted following the failed coup of 15 July 2016, 109th
Plenary Session (December 9-10, 2016), para 112
See also: https://www.nordicmonitor.com/2019/03/turkeys-labor-ministry-secretly-helped-persecution-of-critical-union-members/
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See for more: http://jwf.org/jwf/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/JWF-Policy-Brief-Turkish-Governments-Abuse-of-Counter-terrorismLaws.pdf
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Association and an ad hoc committee concerning Convention No. 158 held that, “the closure of trade unions and dismissal of workers violated ILO Conventions, and requested the
Turkish government to undertake a full, independent and impartial review with regard to
all those workers on whom sanctions were imposed for their membership in the dissolved
unions.” ILO further considered it unlawful the designation as a terrorist for individuals simply being a member of a trade union and recalled that closed trade unions had been constituted and were operating lawfully until the state of emergency.63

iv. Assault on Turkish Schools Abroad
In the end of May 2016 (approximately two months before the attempted coup), the
Turkish government presented a draft-law to the Parliament aiming to establish a foundation (Maarif64 Foundation), which would operate under the Ministry of National Education of
Turkey. Defending the bill on the Maarif Foundation in Parliament on June 16, 2016, the
Minister of Education emphasized that the foundation was owned by the state and described
the initiative as proof of the Turkish state’s
ambition to project greater power in the
world. He said the foundation would
operate in places from “the Balkans
to Eastern Turkistan [China’s Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region] and from
Somalia to Canada.” The proposal was
adopted by the Turkish Parliament on
June 17, 2016 and entered into force as
Law No. 6721 “On the Turkish Maarif
Foundation.”
Legally, the purpose and scope of the Law No. 6721 was to establish the Maarif
Foundation as a subsidiary of the Turkish Ministry of Education, with an initial budget of 1
million Turkish liras,65 with the objective of providing education services in foreign countries
at elementary, middle, and higher levels, as well as private courses, culture centers, libraries,
laboratories, arts, and sports centers, in addition to dormitories for students and instructors.66
The Maarif Foundation was specifically established and tasked by the Turkish government to incite foreign governments seize educational foundations operating in other countries, targeting enterprises run by individuals close to the Gülen/Hizmet Movement. In the
event seizures are successful, through mainly illegal administrative and practical actions,
the Maarif Foundation would be offered as an alternative foundation with the authority to
purchase, take over and rent properties. According to Birol Akgün, chairman of the Maarif
Foundation, as of August 2021 the Foundation has already taken over 216 schools affiliated
with the Hizmet Movement in 44 countries.67
The establishment of the Maarif Foundation and its stated goals have not gone unnoticed by the international community. The report by the co-rapporteurs, Ms. Godskesen
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https://www.turkishminute.com/2021/05/01/closure-of-trade-unions-dismissal-of-workers-over-gulen-links-violated-freedom-toassociate-right-to-organize-un-body-says/
Ottoman Turkish word for education, which comes from the Arabic word for knowledge or wisdom.
Around $285,294.52 USD according to the December 2016 average exchange rate
Law No. 6721 on “Turkish Maarif Foundation”
https://stockholmcf.org/turkeys-maarif-foundation-illegally-seized-german-run-school-in-ethiopia-says-manager/
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and Ms. Mikko of the Council of Europe’s Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and
Commitments by Member States of the Council of Europe (Monitoring Committee) published in May 2017 raised its concern “by the move made by the Turkish authorities, with
the assistance of the newly established Maarif Foundation, to incite foreign countries to close
down Gülen linked schools and institutions, and by reported cases of religious authorities allegedly spying on the Turkish community living abroad or inciting Turks to denounce alleged
members of the Gülen movement.”68
By the end of September 2021, at least 139 Turkish nationals were subject to enforced
disappearance, arbitrary detention and illegal transfer to Turkey from 31 countries, according to the Turkish government itself.69 In its follow-up report70 to the recommendations made
by the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances on its visit to Turkey
from 14 to 18 March 201671, the United Nations is particularly alarmed by allegations of
enforced disappearances reported to have been perpetrated under the pretext of combatting terrorism against actual or perceived members of Hizmet Movement. According to the
Working Group, distressing reports of abductions by state agents in broad daylight, followed
by months of torture and ill-treatment in clandestine detention sites aimed at extracting confessions for future prosecutions should be investigated as a matter of urgency. The 1992
Declaration for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances is very clear
about the connection between the systematic nature of enforced disappearances perpetrated by the Government of Turkey since July 2016 and crimes against humanity. The “systematic practice of enforced disappearances is by its very nature a crime against humanity”.72
One particular clear pattern emerging from those abductions is that most, if not all the
victims are teachers or educators at schools arbitrarily seized by the Maarif Foundation. In
addition, teachers abroad are certainly a suspected class, as Turkish diplomats are specifically instructed to investigate all Turkish nationals whose professions were listed as teachers
in different consular filings.73
Finally, in addition to educational institutions and Turkish teachers, the Turkish government also targeted, in a discriminatory manner, Turkish students in other countries. On
September 1, 2016, the Turkish government published Decree Law No. 673 revoking, inter alia, the diplomas and studentship of 158 Turkish students abroad, allegedly “affiliated
with or connected to the FETÖ/PDY terrorist organization, which were determined to pose
a threat to national security.” The list of individuals whose diplomas were revoked is contained in Annex 3.74

v. Assault on Higher Education
Article 15(3) of the ICESCR requires State parties to “respect the freedom indispensable for scientific research and creative activity.” As stipulated by ICESCR, “indispensable
68
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Council of Europe, Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member States of the Council of Europe
(Monitoring Committee), The functioning of democratic institutions in Turkey, 5 April 2017, 3.2.1. Extent of the measures taken,
lack of proportionality, para. 39, pages. 16/17
See for more: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/icisleri-bakani-soylu-garaya-giden-hdpli-vekili-acikladi/2151784
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/13/ADD.4
A/HRC/45/13/Add.7, https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G20/222/22/PDF/G2022222.pdf?OpenElement
Considering that enforced disappearance undermines the deepest values of any society committed to respect for the rule of law,
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and that the systematic practice of such acts is of the nature of a crime against humanity.
https://nordicmonitor.com/2021/06/turkish-govt-hunts-down-all-expat-turks-who-declared-their-profession-as-teacher-inconsular-visits/
See for more: https://www.karar.com/673-sayili-khk-ile-diplomasi-iptal-olanlar-1-eylul-1504134
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freedom” not only excludes censorship, but also imposes a positive obligation on State parties to encourage “scientists, artists and others to take part in international scientific and cultural research activities.”75 In addition, in accordance with the UNESCO Recommendation
concerning the Status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel (1997), “Autonomy is the
institutional form of academic freedom and a necessary precondition to guarantee the proper fulfilment of the functions entrusted to higher-education teaching personnel and institutions... Member States are under an obligation to protect higher education institutions from
threats to their autonomy coming from any source.”76
In 1999, in the light of its examination of numerous States parties’ reports, the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (CESCR) properly formed
the view that “the right to education
can only be enjoyed if accompanied by the academic freedom of staff
and students.” Relevant protections
for academic freedom were duly
included in the 1982 Constitution of
Turkey, which puts emphasis on the right to “study and teach, express, and disseminate science and the arts, and to carry out research in these fields freely.”77

Academic freedom includes the liberty of individuals to express freely opinions about the
institution or system in which they work, to fulfill their functions without discrimination or
fear of repression by the State or any other actor, to participate in professional or representative
academic bodies, and to enjoy all the internationally recognized human rights applicable
to other individuals in the same jurisdiction. The enjoyment of academic freedom carries
with it relevant obligations, such as the duty to respect the academic freedom of others, to
ensure the fair discussion of contrary views, and to treat all without discrimination on any
of the prohibited grounds. The enjoyment of academic freedom requires the autonomy of
institutions of higher education.78
The 1988 Lima Declaration on Academic Freedom and Autonomy of Higher Education
declares that “Academic freedom is a human right of special importance to the higher education sector. It is not the privilege of a small elite. The concept derives from the right to education and relates to the right to freedom of thought and freedom of opinion and expression.
Autonomy is the institutional form of academic freedom and is a necessary precondition for
higher education institutions to fulfil their proper functions. They must be protected from undue pressures from the state and business interests.”
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Committee on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights, General comment No. 21: Right of everyone to take part in cultural life
(Article 15, para. 1 (a), of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) (December 21, 2009), paras. 49
(c) and 52(e)
UNESCO, Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel, adopted by the General Conference
at its twenty-ninth session, Paris, October 21 - November 12, 1997 (November 11, 1997), paras 18-19
Article 27 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey (1982)
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 13 (E/C.12/1999/10), Twenty-first session, 1999 The right to education (article 13 of the Covenant), December 8, 1999, paragraphs 38-40
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Academic freedom is also protected by the European Convention on Human Rights, to
which Turkey is a State party. The European Court of Human Rights ruled in the case of
Sorguç v. Turkey (Application No. 17089/03), 23 June 2009, that “the importance of academic freedom […] comprises the academics’ freedom to express freely their opinion about
the institution or system in which they work and freedom to distribute knowledge and truth
without restriction.”
Following the last 1980 military coup and the oppression by the military junta that established the Higher Education Board YÖK to bring universities under its control, several reforms were slowly implemented over the years since the 1980s, including the intra-university election system, with the objective of providing long needed self-governance for Turkish
academia.
Since then, Turkey has come a long way in its quest for democracy and self-governance for Turkish academia and the situation was not satisfactory even before the attempted coup of July 2016. Put it simply, Turkish universities have never been fully independent.
Before the October 29, 2016 decree (KHK 676), all state and private universities were under the control of the (YÖK), whose head is appointed by the President of the Republic. The
President of Turkey had also the right to appoint the rectors of all state universities, based
on YÖK recommendations, while private universities were more independent, with boards
of trustees choosing rectors with the approval of the YÖK.79
All those hard-won reforms were in their entirety reversed by decree law 676 of October
29, 2016, during the state of emergency. In its Article 85, the decree provides for the power of the President to appoint all rectors, the top executive of all universities, including private run universities – in short, bringing all universities under the direct and full control of
the President.
The above move has had a devastating effect not only on the academic independence80
but also the quality of education overall. A study81 carried out in 2019 shows that out of 196
appointed rectors, 68 have been credited with no international publications and 71 have never
been cited in an academic publication. Only 49 rectors authored more than one publication or
received more than one citation.

Boğaziçi University Student Protests
The January 2021 protests by Boğaziçi university students, joined in solidarity by students
from other Turkish universities, show that the assault against academic freedom in Turkey
since 2016 has only intensified.82 Student protests were in reaction to President Erdoğan’s
appointment of Melih Bulu, an individual close to the AKP party, as the rector of Boğaziçi
University. The protests were held under the motto: “We do not want a trustee as a rector,
Melih Bulu is not our rector,” further adding that such antidemocratic practices by the
government are an assault on academic freedom and the right to education. The government
reacted violently to student protests by blocking access to university campus, using pepper
spray to disperse gatherings, beating and taking students into custody. The declaration read by
Boğaziçi students is contained in Annex 4.
79
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https://stockholmcf.org/bogazici-universitys-students-protest-rector-appointed-by-turkeys-erdogan-at-graduation-ceremony/
See for example https://stockholmcf.org/yok-responds-to-erdogans-request-to-eliminate-assistant-professorship-status/
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https://progressive.international/wire/2021-01-07-bogazici-university-protests-academic-freedom-versus-recep-erdogan/en
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The attempted coup of July 15, 2016 also intensified a trend long in the making in
Turkey: young, educated and affluent Turks
quitting home to make new lives abroad.
According to charities for at-risk scholars,
post-coup crackdown has also led to a large
number of requests for help. Turkey is now
the number one country for applications
from under-threat scholars seeking safety in
Western universities, according to two char83
ities that help at-risk academics. Augmenting fears of political instability also brought a
perception of a decreasing quality of education in Turkey and statements by influential
people seemed to denigrate the value of learning.
As a member state of the Council of Europe and a party to both, the European Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR) and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Turkey is obliged to protect and promote
freedom of thought, expression, and association, all of them at the heart of academic freedom
– and thus the right to education. Derogations from human rights instruments under the state
of emergency (July 2016 - July 2018) should have responded to the exigency of the situation
and should have not arbitrarily restricted academic freedom or justify the arbitrary dismissal
of thousands of academics across the country.

Academics for Peace Petition
Even before the attempted coup, in the
first half of 2016 alone, the Turkish government amassed a staggering record of violations of academic freedom and freedom of
expression. Since 2015, Turkish authorities
moved to retaliate against academics for expressing their political views - some merely for
signing the “Academics for Peace petition”84
merely criticizing human rights violations. Attacks against petition signatories included suspensions and terminations of academics from positions at universities, detentions, and interrogation of faculty members by prosecutors, threats, and attacks against signatories.
The pro-government criminal gang leader
Sedat Peker, who has been convicted of several crimes in the past also openly threatened academics who signed a petition calling for peace
in 2015 by stating that, “he wanted to take a
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https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/turkeys-purge-academia-leads-record-asylum-requests
The petition was made public at an Istanbul news conference on January 11, 2016 and was initially signed by 1,128 academics (followed
by more than 1,000 other academics). The petition, which declared that - “We will not be party to this crime,” condemned the government’s security operations against PKK youth movement in cities of southeast Turkey because of the disastrous impact on the Kurdish
civilian population. The petition also called for a resumption of peace talks with the PKK
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shower in the bloodbath of the academics.”85 Facing persecution and possibly death in the
hands of agents acting on behalf of the government of Turkey, either state or non-state actors, by the spring of 2016 many of the academics not yet detained fled abroad, with an
estimated one hundred (100) to hundred fifty (150) signatories finding refuge in Germany
alone.86
During a speech in early 2016,
Erdoğan accused the academics of being a fifth column of foreign power determined to undermine Turkey’s national security. He also used many insulting words
to describe the academics such as “immoral,” “vile,” “disgusting,” “ignorant”
and “traitor.”87 In March 2016, President
Erdoğan also proposed redefining Turkish
anti-terrorism laws to include the activities
of academics, journalists and NGO advocates, a move that threatened to permanently criminalize freedom of expression,
freedom of association and academic freedom for literally anyone critical of the government.
Among other forms of repression, on May 2, 2016, former rector of the Kahramanmaraşbased Sütçü İmam University, Professor Fatih Mehmet Karaaslan and twenty-two other academics teaching at the same university were among detainees in police raids carried out
in Kahramanmaraş, Şanlıurfa and Gaziantep. The chairman of the Kahramanmaraş-based
Lale Education and Cultural Association was also detained during the operations.

Academic Freedom in Higher Education
The threat to academic freedom and higher education worsened dramatically in the
aftermath of the attempted coup of July 15, 2016. All 1,576 deans from all universities in
Turkey were forced to resign simultaneously, without evidence of any wrongdoing or procedural protections to challenge the dismissals.88 By the end of January 2017, in total 6,986
academics were purged from their positions, along with 41,667 teachers and employees of
the Ministry of Education. Along with the academics, 1.421 administrative staff at universities, 15 officers at Student Selection and Placement Center, an officer at High Education
Board were dismissed through emergency decrees.89
The closure of sixteen private universities directly affected their 64.533 students studying
there at the time of the closure. In total approximately 8,000 academics became ineligible
to engage in academic work, with 6,086 dismissed by eight decree laws and 2.808 rendered
unemployed overnight because of the closure of their universities.90 Many of them were also
detained or arrested. The number of academics affected by the Turkish crackdown on dissent
85
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https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/probe-launched-into-mafia-leaders-bloodbath-threats-against-academics--93884
German broadcaster Deutsche Welle estimates
Source: turkishminute.com, Feb. 18, 2017
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Submission by Witboek - Stichting Witboek to the Third UPR process of Turkey, p. 1. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/
UPR/Pages/UPRTRStakeholdersInfoS35.aspx
https://turkeypurge.com/home-page-3
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is higher than the overall number of academics in many smaller countries. Regardless of
whether they were deprived of their liberty or not, all the dismissed academics faced travel
bans and labelled only because of their previous work in the closed institutions.
By July 2017, BBC reported that “a total of 23,427 academics had been affected by
a state of emergency (OHAL).”91 On August 12, 2016, the Turkish Higher Education
Council announced that 5,342 academic faculty and staff (4,225 faculty members and 1,117
administrative staff) across the country were suspended and were under investigation.
The travel ban imposed on all academics in the aftermath of the attempted coup and the
requirement that Turkish academics abroad return to Turkey was somehow relaxed, but all
faculty still required permission to travel, which would be granted by university rectors on a
case-by-case basis.

State of Emergency Decree Laws and Dismissals
The State of Emergency decree law (KHK 672) of September 1, 2016 provided for the
dismissal of 2,346 academic personnel from 94 universities across Turkey, including 455 full
professors, 472 associate professors, 658 assistant professors, 420 academic research staff,
243 lecturers and 98 other academic staff in research and teaching positions. The decree
announced the permanent removal of their positions of over 40,000 civil servants, including
over 28,000 members of the Ministry of Education. The decree also canceled the passports
of the purged personnel and their spouses. All of those affected by the decree were dismissed
on charges of being members of a terrorist organization or undermining the national security
of the state; however as in the previous cases academics were not provided any evidence to
justify the dismissals and the serious charges.92
Emergency decrees of October 29, 2016 (KHK 67593 and KHK 67694) resulted in two
further disturbing assaults on the higher education in Turkey as follows:
• An additional 1,267 academic personnel were dismissed from their positions at 74
universities across Turkey. Those dismissed were either full professors or associate
professors, assistant professors, lecturers and other academic staff in research and
teaching positions.
• The decrees eliminated the system by which universities elect their own rectors and
university administration, replacing it with a system whereby all rectors of public or
private universities would be selected directly or indirectly by the President’s Office
working in coordination with the Turkish Higher Education Council (YÖK). Three
candidates selected from among academic rank faculty with at least three years’
experience would be selected by YÖK to be presented to the President of the Republic,
whose office will then select the candidate to be appointed rector.
The decree was immediately applied to Boğaziçi University,95 where the former vicerector was appointed as a rector, instead of the candidate who received 84 percent of the
votes. The appointed rector was also an immediate family member of an MP from the ruling
party, further adding to concerns on nepotism and political crackdown on academic freedom.
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On October 31, 2016, Turkey’s Science Academy issued a statement96 highlighting among
other that “allowing a central authority ... to decide on how every institution - especially
universities where specialization is at the highest level - should conduct its affairs means to
entrust the entire country to the supposed infallibility of a single individual in a world where
economy and technology advance at an immense pace.” The statement concludes by stating
that “...this goes against democracy and rationality.”
The decrees of October 29th [2016] also provided for the permanent removal of over
10,000 civil servants from their positions, including more than 2,200 members of the Ministry
of Education. As in the case of previous decrees, the Government canceled the passports of
academic personnel and their spouses. All those affected by the decree were dismissed on
very serious allegations - such as being members of a terrorist organization or undermining
the national security of the state.
The above allegations do not appear to include direct involvement in the planning or
execution of the attempted coup, but rather, suggestions or perception of sympathy, financial
or other ties to the organizations linked or perceived to be linked to the Hizmet Movement.
In addition, a significant number of those dismissed by decrees of September 1 and October
29, 2016, were reportedly either members of the leftist trade union Eğitim-Sen, leftist, proKurdish or other critical academics; suggesting that actions by the government (even by its
own standards) were not targeting in any perceivable way individuals suspected of being
connected to the coup attempt. The scale of detentions and arrest of academic staff, travel
restrictions, suspensions and imposed resignations in the education sector go much farther
than merely targeting individuals who might have had any connection to the attempted coup.
Dismissals did not merely imply loss of their jobs, but rather subjected academics across
Turkey to a slow social death. Decree Law No. 677 for example provides that, “dismissed
academics and administrative personnel are subject to a lifetime ban from seeking employment as civil servants; cancellation of their passports; and stripping them immediately of the
right to access public housing. Those living in public housing were forced to evacuate within 15 days.”97
The crackdown on the education sector was a purge of those deemed inadequately loyal
to the current government, which has already damaged the structure and autonomy of Turkish
higher education through university closures, asset seizures, freezing of bank accounts, mass
suspensions of faculty and staff, investigations, and detention of academics. The troubling
actions by the Turkish government represent an unprecedented assault on the principles of
academic freedom and freedom of expression and apparently seek to dismantle, with an
accelerating and alarming speed, much of the existing structure of Turkish higher education
through purges and restrictions; towards eventually finalizing the process of asserting total
control on academic institutions. This claim is also supported by adequate research concluding
that, “the political power aims to abolish academic freedoms completely.”98
In addition, Turkey has also maintained, since 2016 its place as “a global leader” for
attacks against academia, including killings, violence, enforced disappearances, imprisonment, prosecution, dismissals, and travel restrictions. In its 2017 report entitled “Free to
96
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http://www.sciencemag.org/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Latest%20Intervention%20Against%20University%20Autonomy%20
in%20Turkey%20-%20October%202016.pdf
Decree-Law 677 was published in the Official Gazette No. 29896 of November 22, 2016
https://insanhaklariokulu.org/konferans/en/index.php/2020/11/27/akademik-ozgurlukler-mucadelesinde-egitim-sen-ozgur-bozdogan/
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think 2017,”99 the Scholars at Risk documented a total of 257 attacks in 35 countries between September 1, 2016, and August 31, 2017. The report found that 49 (more than 19%)
of those attacks took place in Turkey.
The crackdown on education has had a detrimental and, in many aspects, an irreversible
effect on the education system as a whole. Human rights and other prominent organizations
focused on academic freedom in the world had never before experienced such a record
number of violations of academic freedom and freedom of expression in such a short period,
in the history of their activities. Beyond the permanent damage caused to the careers and
livelihoods of many of its academia - the actions by the Turkish government have regrettably
caused irreparable damage to what was perceived for years to be increasingly one of the
leading systems of higher education in the region.
Lastly, research also supports the above conclusions, revealing that “One of the most
obvious effects of State of Emergency on academic freedoms is that it has increased self-censorship; it forced academics to practice partially or completely self-censorship in their courses, studies, theses and publications.”100

vi. Academics Dismissed and Detained over Coup Charges
On July 23, 2016, fifteen (15) universities were closed, and their assets were seized. Their
academic personnel lost their positions under the first emergency decree.101 Ever since, the
purge and deprivation of liberty of academics and other staff in higher education institutions
have continued unabated. On December 19, 2019 the Turkish authorities also closed the
İstanbul Şehir University.
Credible reports point out at serious allegations of ill-treatment and torture against
academics and other higher education personnel deprived of their liberty, including severe
beatings, verbal and psychological abuse, as well as denial of food, water and medical
treatment. The ongoing purge and repression against academics taking place in an
atmosphere of fear and paranoia, combined with a situation of a total absence of the rule of
law - contributes to a mounting psychological pressure on academics and other staff of higher
education institutions.
Emin Kömürcüler, Assistant
Professor at Aydın Adnan Menderes
University jumped to his death from
the fourth floor of the university
building on July 26, 2016. Before
committing suicide, he was denied
a request for a meeting with Rector
Cavit Bircan, the person in charge of
the so-called “anti-Gülen operation”
within the university.
On July 5, 2017 Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP) Hatay
99
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https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Free-to-Think-2017.pdf
Please see here: https://insanhaklariokulu.org/konferans/en/index.php/2020/11/27/olagan-ustu-hal-doneminde-insan-haklari-akademisyeni-olmak-ulku-doganay/ and here: https://insanhaklariokulu.org/konferans/en/index.php/2020/11/27/turkiyede-akademinin-ohali-korku-iklimi-oto-sansur-ve-kapanma-inan-ozdemir-tastan/
Decree Law No. 667
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MP, Mevlüt Dudu, claimed that Harran University Rector Ramazan Taşaltın profiled 124
academics working at the university due to suspected affiliation with the Hizmet Movement.
Mevlüt Dudu claimed that Taşaltın sent a dossier including the names of profiled academics,
whom he categorized as A, B and C, to the Şanlıurfa Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office so
that investigations could be launched against them. The A category concerned those who
were “suspected of having definite links to the movement at a militant level”; academics in
the B category “suspected of being somehow linked but have no links to the movement at a
militant level”; and finally the C category concerning individuals who “possibly had a loose
link to the movement in the past, but it is not certain if they still have any links now or if they
are related to someone who is linked to the movement.”
vii. Timeline of Repression
Mapping a comprehensive magnitude of the unprecedented ongoing crackdown against
academics in Turkey is virtually impossible, given the relentless reprisals on both, academics
and those investigating, gathering information, reporting, or speaking out against human
rights violations. The incomplete timeline contained in Annex 2 of the present report however
reveals a clear pattern of the wholesale attack against Turkish academia in the aftermath of
the attempted coup.
Pursuant to the information contained in Annex 2, it does appear that in 2016 and 2017
thousands of Turkish academics faced dismissal, detention, and arrest. Since the beginning
of 2018 however, along with continuing detentions, those dismissed and arrested on bogus
terrorism charges during 2016-2017 are convicted and subject to long prison sentences over
alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
viii. Closure of Higher Education Institutions
In the aftermath of the
attempted coup, fifteen
(15) universities engaging
in total 2,808 academics
and attended by 64,533
students, were closed
and sealed as they were
crime scenes. Another
university (İstanbul Şehir
University) was closed
in 2019. In addition, 823
student dormitories were
closed across Turkey.
The closure of these
institutions left 61,382 students in academic limbo, wondering if they could continue their
studies and worried about the label of a “Hizmet school” on their college record.102
Sixty-eight (68) Turkish students studying abroad with a scholarship from the Scientific
Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) were also stripped of their student status. The
current number of imprisoned students is not known, however Turkish authorities made sure
to not allow any of them conclude their studies. Among other chilling provisions, Decree-Law
102

https://freedomforturkishacademics.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/turkeys-erdogan-shuts-universities/
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No. 677103 prevented those deprived of their liberty from taking university exams.
Tens of thousands of academics and schoolteachers from other academic institutions
across Turkey were also purged, deepening concerns about curtailment of academic freedom
and free speech. Credible reports sufficiently indicate that students attending the closed
schools were harassed on social media and labelled as supporters of the coup, because they
attended Hizmet-affiliated schools.
The closed universities, with a cumulative enrollment of 67,490 students and 3,211
academics (including İstanbul Şehir University) at the time of closure are listed below:104
1. Bursa Orhangazi University, Bursa: Established in 2011 the Bursa Orhangazi
University had 2,138 students and 131 academics.
2. Canik Başarı University, Samsun: Established in 2012 Canik Başarı University
had 2,220 students and 120 academics.
3. Fatih University, Istanbul: Established in 1996 the Fatih University had 14,219
students and 540 academics. Three hospitals operating under the Medical Faculty
of Fatih University were taken over by the Ministry of Health.
4. Gediz University, Izmir: Established in 2008 Gediz University had 7,965
students and 287 academics. After all students were forced to enroll in public
universities it was taken over by the government and reopened as a public
university under a new name (Bakircay University).
5. İpek University, Ankara: Established in 2011 the İpek University was the only
Arts and Humanities university in Turkey, with nearly 1,000 students and 128
academics.
6. İstanbul Şehir University, Istanbul: Established in 2008, İstanbul Şehir
University had 6,108 students and 454 academics.105 On December 19, 2019,
its administration and students were transferred to Marmara University, and the
university land was transferred to the Treasury. With a decision published in the
Official Gazette with the signature of President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on June
30, 2020, the operating license was revoked.106
7. İzmir University, Izmir: Established in 2007 İzmir University had 5,964
students. After all students were forced to enroll in public universities, it has been
taken over by the government and reopened as a public university under a new
name (Izmir Democracy University).
8. Kanuni University, Adana: Established in 2013 it was never allowed to admit
students.
9. Melikşah University, Kayseri: Established in 2008 Melikşah University had
4,500 students and 164 academics.
10. Mevlana University, Konya: Established in 2009 Mevlana University had
2,622 students and 175 academics.
11. Murat Hüdavendigar University, Istanbul: Established in 2012 Murat
Hüdavendigar University had 213 students and 17 academics.
12. Selahattin Eyyubi University, Diyarbakır: Established in 2013 the
Selahattin Eyyubi University had 1,283 students and 54 academics.
13. Şifa University, Izmir: Established in 2010 as a medical university center,
103
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Published in the Official Gazette no. 29896, dated 22 November 2016
https://freedomforturkishacademics.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/turkeys-erdogan-shuts-universities/
http://www.pervinkaplan.com/detay/universiteleri-taniyalim-istanbul-sehir-universitesi/7768
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/İstanbul_Şehir_Üniversitesi
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Şifa University also housed a well-funded hospital, which was closed after July
15, 2016. Şifa University had 2,625 students and 180 academics.
14. Süleyman Şah University, Istanbul: Established in 2011 Suleyman Sah
University had 2,068 students and 84 academics.
15. Turgut Özal University, Ankara: Established in 2009 Turgut Özal
University had 7,783 students and 356 academics.
16. Zirve University, Gaziantep: Established in 2009 Zirve University had
8,699 students and 302 academics.
ix. Cancellation of Passports
Decree No. 667, the first decree under the
State of Emergency, published in the Official
Gazette on July 23, 2016, provided in its Article
5 for the cancellation of passports of all those
subjected to administrative acts, criminal investigation and prosecution, without any court order and in clear violation of international human
rights law and Article 23 of the Constitution of
Turkey.
On September 1, 2016, an amendment to
the decree extended this power, enabling the
authorities to cancel or confiscate the passports
of spouses and partners of those under investigation.107 Article 10(2) of KHK 673 reads as follows: “The following Paragraph has been added to Article 5 of the Decree-Law 667:“(2) The
passports held by the spouses of persons, whose names are notified to the relevant passport
unit under Paragraph 1, may also be cancelled by the Ministry of Interior on the same date
where it is considered as detrimental in terms of general safety.”108 No legal grounds however, including Constitutional provisions or the 1950 Passport Law justify the cancellation of
passports of family members.
From July 23, 2016, to December 2017 Turkish authorities cancelled 234,419 passports,109 in absence of any individual review and without providing any explanation on why
that was necessary or proportionate. By the end of September 2021, the number of cancelled passports is estimated to be around 650,000.
There are no statistics on how many students have been affected by the cancellation of
passports since 2016, however eleven (11) students (out of 28) participating in the survey reported that their passports had been cancelled as part of the dismissals or criminal processes
in the aftermath of the attempted coup.110

x . Crackdown on Foreign Academics, Students, and Institutions
The closure of academic institutions in Turkey did not impact Turkish students but also
foreign academics or students who were studying in Turkey during the attempted coup.
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Human Rights Watch, Turkey, State of emergency provisions violate human rights and should be revoked, - Joint NGO Letter,
October 20, 2016
Decree with the force of law No. 673, Article 10(2), September 1, 2016. Available from: http://www.turkishpedia.com/2017/01/25/decree-with-force-of-law-no-khk-673-english/
Turkish interior minister: 55,665 jailed, 234,419 passports revoked since coup attempt, available at: https://turkeypurge.com/turkish-interior-minister-55665-jailed-234419-passports-revoked-since-coup-attempt
See Part IV.C of the present report, question 12
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Marjus Hoxha, an Albanian academic working for Zirve University was detained of July
24, 2016, on bogus terrorism charges for alleged links to the Hizmet Movement. He was
acquitted of charges in 2019.111 During the same trial nineteen (19) of his colleagues from the
Zirve University were convicted to long prison sentences over alleged links to the Hizmet
Movement.
On October 1, 2016, more than
fifty (50) Nigerian students, mainly
from Fatih University (closed in
the aftermath of the attempted
coup), were detained by Turkish
police at İstanbul Atatürk Airport
for allegedly being students of a
“terrorist organization.” The arrest
and deportation of the Nigerian
students came months after the
Turkish ambassador to Nigeria
asked the country to close 17
schools linked with the Hizmet movement. According to him, the schools were used to
“recruit terrorists.” The Nigerian House of Representatives gave subsequently the Turkish
government a seven-day ultimatum to release the students. Representatives stated that
the detained students were forced to sign documents for deportation, pay penalties on the
allegation of illegal entry into Turkey, humiliated and abused. Press reports also reported
that members of the House of Representatives also warned Turkish citizens in Nigeria risk
indiscriminate arrest in retaliation for the “unjustifiable assault” on Nigerian students.112
In the aftermath of the attempted coup, Turkey’s Higher Education Council (YÖK)
also cancelled accreditations of 29 universities from 17 countries blacklisted for perceived
affiliation with the Hizmet Movement.113 “Diplomas from six United States universities,
three in Austria, three in Poland, two in Iraq, Albania and Colombia, as well as one university
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Nigeria, Cambodia, Belgium, Romania, Kirgizstan,
Kazakhstan, Georgia and Bosnia and Herzegovina were no longer acceptable in Turkey.
Thousands of alumni have also reported the refusal of diplomas issued by other universities
collaborating with institutions allegedly linked to the Hizmet Movement. In April 2017, for
example, a graduate of the KU Leuven University reported that her application for recognition
of her diploma was refused as the YÖK claimed in a refusal letter that the university supports
terrorism. KU Leuven University in Belgium simply collaborated with the Intercultureel
Dialoog Platform, an association affiliated with the Hizmet Movement, as part of research
activities.
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https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/fetonun-kapatilan-zirve-universitesi-davasinda-karar-41213426
https://www.turkishminute.com/2016/10/13/turkey-offer-scholarship-nigerian-students-effort-defuse-tensions/
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T

B. ACCESSIBILITY OF EDUCATION

here are three main reasons why the crackdown on dissent has disproportionally
affected the children belonging to alleged Hizmet volunteers. First, since the
attempted coup of July 2016 in Turkey they are subject to direct discrimination for
either attending Hizmet-affiliated schools or somehow associated to the Hizmet Movement
on another basis. Second, all Hizmet-affiliated schools where many of those children were
enrolled were closed down in the aftermath of the July 15, 2016, coup attempt, some 2,099
educational institutions across Turkey, including hundreds of private K-12 schools. All assets
of closed schools were expropriated and transferred to the Treasury without compensation.
Third, children belonging to perceived Hizmet followers are discriminated against because
their parents have been either dismissed, detained, or arrested over terrorism-related charges.
Especially at risk and disadvantaged are children of poor (Hizmet Movement), children with
special needs and disabilities, laboring families, girls and children living in rural areas who in
practical terms cannot benefit from the right to education on equal terms and free of charge.
(i) Discrimination
In the aftermath of the attempted coup of July 2016, hundreds of thousands of individuals, including their children across Turkey and abroad were prosecuted; not for something
they had done, but for what they are – perceived members of the Hizmet Movement.
Children of individuals allegedly linked to Hizmet Movement continue to face direct and
indirect discrimination; the latter also based on their families` economic hardship, exclusion,
violence and humiliating and degrading treatment, in particular in places where individuals are deprived of their liberty and in health-care facilities. Children belonging to perceived
Hizmet supporters feel rejected, at school and out of school, avoided and feared by other
children and their families. They often face bullying at schools because a parent is in prison
or simply labeled as “terrorist”, and sometimes feel treated as if they were criminals.
The denial of the right to life has been “extended” to include children born in discriminated families, through intentional, targeted discriminatory policies in the provision of health
care and other necessary services to children. In many cases, unborn children have not survived due to government’s victimization and the psychological pressure on their parents.
The government has resorted to intentional methods and practices of violence that are
particularly harmful and dehumanizing against members or sympathizers of the Hizmet
Movement, with the intention of causing humiliation, fear, and terror. As a direct result,
children of individuals accused of being close to the Hizmet Movement have increasingly
resorted to changing their last names, in order for them not to be associated with Hizmet
Movement and avoid, inter alia, discrimination, harassment, and pressure at schools, in their
neighborhoods and beyond.114 In several cases children have succumbed to the immense
psychological and other pressure. Some also appear to have committed suicide.115
Using antiterror legislation, the government has also targeted family members and children to exert pressure on wanted individuals with perceived ties with the Hizmet Movement.
In thousands of cases, Turkish consulates have declined to provide consular services to

114
115

See e.g. https://turkeypurge.com/imprisoned-journalists-children-changes-surname-amid-peer-pressure
B.N.M., a high school student committed suicide on October 24, 2016 by jumping to her death from the walls of Boyabat fortress
(Northern Turkey) - after being reportedly bullied by classmates and lecturers over her father’s alleged links to the Hizmet Movement
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Turkish nationals outside the country and cancelled, refused to extend, or issue passports
to minor children of individuals who were wanted for or accused of ties to the Hizmet
Movement. Hundreds of children of Turkish nationals have therefore been born stateless.
In determining or assessing the affiliation of individuals to the Hizmet Movement, the
Government
of
Turkey uses the socalled Feto-Meter
or Fetömetre, developed by Retired
Rear Admiral Cihat
Yaycı.116 The program was initially employed by the
Turkish Navy, but gradually became widespread in identifying the perceived Hizmet followers based on 78 main and 253 secondary criteria. Fetömetre has reportedly similarities with
the program developed by Huawei to assist the Chinese government spot members of the
ethnic Uighur minority.
The software conducts a detailed background check of individuals, collecting and
analyzing data about them as regards the suspect’s training, lifestyle, career, evaluation by
superiors, family ties, marriage, service locations, courses attended, postgraduate studies,
education of his wife and children and financial situation. The criteria can be grouped in seven
main categories: (1) personal data; (2) education; (3) school entrance examination results; (4)
social life data; (5) professional knowledge; (6) foreign language examinations and service
abroad; and finally (7) information from state organs. A person who the algorithm assigns
four points is identified as a suspect and faces a series of consequences, including dismissal
and criminal prosecution on terrorism-related charges.
Following the closure of sixteen (16) universities in the aftermath of the July 2016
attempted coup, a considerable number of students were detained for allegedly supporting
terrorist organizations and denied the right to receive their school/university transcripts or
grades. All of them have been subject to discrimination despite being academically very
successful and able to communicate in several languages, including in English. Many had
also participated in the past in international projects and received medals in both - national
and international Olympiad competitions.
Over the years, the Turkish government has secretly blacklisted around 138,000 K-12
students117 because they were previously enrolled in schools allegedly linked to the Hizmet
Movement, once among country’s best-performing schools. According to government documents, the Directorate for Information Processing in the Ministry of Education set up a special database listing all students studying in Hizmet-affiliated schools. Children listed in the
database would most likely be stigmatized, denied government jobs in the future on national
security pretexts, and even face prosecution based on previous attendance of these schools.
116
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Statewatch “Algorithmic persecution in Turkey’s post-coup crackdown: The FETÖ-Meter system”, November
2021. Available at: https://www.statewatch.org/publications/reports-and-books/algorithmic-persecution-in-turkey-s-post-coup-crackdown-the-feto-meter-system/
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Profiling and Discrimination with Decree Laws
The profiling and discrimination have not only targeted students attending the closed
educational institutions in the
aftermath of the attempted coup, but
rather all alumni and those graduating
from the closed institutions. In
order to mark all individuals even
loosely connected to Hizmet with the
terrorist label, the following clause
was included on their diplomas118:
“… student of Turgut Özal
University, which was closed-down
with the Decree Law No. 667…”119
In addition, even previously earned
diplomas are re-examined, with unclear ramifications in the future for their holders who had
already graduated.120
Students transferred to other universities from the closed universities often faced
discrimination by the teaching and administrative staff, bearing their Hizmet label wherever
they go. According to the General Directorate for Student Loans and Dormitories for Higher
Education (Yüksek Öğrenim Kredi ve Yurtlar Kurumu Genel Müdürlüğü), transferred
students who were receiving scholarships would not be able to receive any deposits until
they were placed in a new institution,121 while students paying tuition, would continue to
pay the same rates, even though they would be assigned to a less expensive state or private
university.122
KPSS Exam – Teacher Candidates disqualified by Oral Interviews
Finally, over the years discrimination has been also extended to teachers who are not
politically associated with the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP). As in many
other countries, Turkey uses the Selection Examination for Professional Posts in Public
Organizations (hereafter: “KPSS”) to hire professionals for public service, including teachers. All pre-service teachers who want to become teachers are required to take the KPSS exam after they graduate from an undergraduate program at faculties of education in Turkey.
Following the KPSS, candidates are subject to an oral exam.
As part of the recruitment process by the Ministry of National Education, the results
of oral interviews for the appointment of 15,000 contracted teachers were announced on
December 27, 2021. Thousands of teachers were however unsuccessful during these interviews, even though they had received sufficient, and sometimes the highest points
during KPSS. Thousands of candidates were therefore considered ineligible for recruitment,
something which sparked public outrage across Turkey, as the rejections are believed to
118
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Paving the way for lifetime tagging. Diplomas that say students were successful at universities shut down by decree-laws pave the way
to being tagged for life,” Cumhuriyet, 28 February 2017 http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/687779/Hayat_boyu_fislemenin_
onu_acildi.html
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/mezuniyet-belgelerinde-fisleme-diplomayi-goren-ise-almiyor-618864
Huge shock for graduates of Zirve University! Diplomas will be investigated,” Gaziantep Pusula, 5 July 2017, http://www.gazianteppusula.com/haber/zirve-universitesi-mezunlarina-sok-haberi-42445.html
“Students whose universities were closed down feel anxious,” P24, August 18, 2016. Available at http://platform24.
org/haberarastirma/1686/universitesi-kapatilan-ogrenciler-kaygili
“Students at closed colleges seek solutions,” pervinkaplan.com, 24 July 2016, http://www.pervinkaplan.com/detay/kapatilan-okullarin-ogrencileri-cozum-ariyor/1272: “Announcement regarding students who are placed in institutions of higher education based on
Decree-law 667, http://www.yok.gov.tr/documents/10279/27657791/667_kayit_ve_diger_hususlar_ogrencilere_aciklama_23092016.pdf
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be politically motivated. Pre-service teachers massively reacted to the Ministry of National
Education and the government with the hashtag #interview on social media.123

(ii) Closure of Educational Institutions and Dismissals
As a State party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Government of
Turkey is obliged under Article 3 (1) to ensure that the best interest of the child is a primary
consideration. There were however no assessments carried out, either before or after the
dismissal of tens of thousands of teachers, on the impact these unlawful measures would have
or had on millions of Turkish children.
The closure of thousands of educational institutions across Turkey in the aftermath
of the July 2016 attempted coup was followed by the unlawful dismissal of teachers and
administrative personnel from their positions, according to conservative assessments over
44,385 teachers in total. Along with their careers and the right to work, the unlawful dismissals
increasingly contributed to unnecessary precarious economic circumstances for hundreds of
thousands of families.
Due to the mass dismissals and suspensions following the declaration of the state of
emergency, more than 1.5 million students were left without a teacher at the beginning of the
2016-2017 school year, forcing the authorities sometimes to appoint paid teachers in several
regions. The suspension of most of the teachers in the schools in some provinces and districts
through arbitrary decisions, the prevention of the students’ right to education, caused the students to be left without teachers and also teachers without students.
Massive and unprecedented dismissals seriously jeopardized the future of approximately
1.5 million students, irreversibly impacting the future of education in Turkey.
(iii) Discrimination based on Family Ties
In addition to the Fetömetre (see above), on September 3, 2016, the Daily Milliyet newspaper revealed124 a non-exhaustive “list of 16 criteria” used to “guide” the dismissals from
state functions and prosecutions. Individuals who are “fitting” the criteria in varying degrees
are subjected to official processes and labelled as ‘terrorists’ – followed many times by their
detention or arrest. One of the main criteria used to assess someone’s affiliation to Hizmet is
the following: Continuing to enroll their children in the organization’s (Hizmet) schools and
maintaining the organization’s newspaper and magazine subscriptions.
The closure of education institutions adversely impacts children when considering that
many of their parents (sometimes both parents) have been detained over their Hizmetaffiliation, forcing many bright students to abandon their studies altogether, in order to economically support their families. In the aftermath of the July 2016 attempted coup, the most
severe trauma was experienced by children whose teachers or parents were arbitrarily dismissed or detained. Tens of thousands of children subsequently tried to pursue their education lives by dealing with desperation, sense of shame, guilt, shyness, cowardice, anxiety,
anger, fragility, distrust, worthlessness, and meaninglessness etc. As guidance counselors
and school administrations have not carried out any meaningful work with children whose
parents were dismissed from public sector, the whole situation has given rise to deterioration of psychological damage.125
Many students and their parents subject to discrimination and detention or arrest in
123
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Turkey have already perished trying to escape persecution by the Government of Turkey.
Hüseyin Maden (40), a physics teacher and Nur Maden (36), an elementary school

teacher serving in the Daday district of Kastamonu province, were both dismissed under
Decree-Law 675126 and prosecuted for alleged links to Hizmet Movement. The members of
Maden family, allegedly linked to the Hizmet Movement drowned after their boat capsized
in the Aegean Sea, off the western coast of Turkey. The bodies of Hüseyin Maden, his wife
Nur Maden and their children, Nadire Maden, Bahar Maden and Feridun Maden were reportedly discovered over several days during November 2017, in different parts of the Greek
island of Lesbos.
The closure of thousands of institutions immediately forced over 128,000 students to
either terminate their studies or relocate to other schools. Many of them were presumably
children belonging to alleged Hizmet supporters, facing some of the gravest consequences of
school closures. Turkish students studying in other countries and foreign students studying
in Hizmet-affiliated schools abroad were also adversely impacted. For example, the status
of 301 Turkish students studying abroad was immediately cancelled, while foreign students
studying in Hizmet-affiliated schools abroad are banned from visiting Turkey.127

T

C. ACCEPTABILITY
he form and substance of education, including curricula and teaching methods, have
to be acceptable (e.g. relevant, culturally appropriate and of good quality) to students and, in appropriate cases, parents; this is subject to the educational objectives
required by article 13 (1) of the Covenant
(ICECSR), and such minimum educational
standards as may be approved by the State.

i. The Rise of İmam Hatip Schools
İmam-Hatip school is a secondary
religious educational institution originally
founded in lieu of a vocational school
126
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Decree-Law 675 of October 29, 2016 provided for the dismissal of 10,131 individuals from public service, including 1,262 academics and
the closure of 15 press/media organizations, including 10 newspapers, 2 news agencies and 3 magazines
See for example: https://stockholmcf.org/turkey-denying-visas-to-kyrgyz-students-at-gulen-affiliated-schools-and-their-families/
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to train government employed imams; after madrassas in Turkey were abolished by the
Unification of Education Act128 (1924), as a part of “Ataturk’s reforms.” In 1933 the Faculty
of Theology was abolished and İmam-Hatip schools were discontinued, to be reinstated in
1951, through the establishment of seven special secondary schools.129 Ever since the schools
encountered several times the threat of closure until the 1980s when their graduates gained
the right of entry to all university departments.
Ever since the beginning of its rule, since 2011, the AK Party embarked on a systematic
effort to permanently Islamize Turkey’s education system through, inter alia, boosting İmamHatip schools. During his final term as prime minister lasting from 2011 to 2015, President
Erdoğan resolutely pursued his vision to materializing his so-called “pious generation”130
project. This objective would be allegedly achieved by mainly expanding the state-sponsored
religious schools and expanding religious education in the existing secular schools, as well as
introducing AKP personnel in schools and throughout education institutions. When the Justice
and Development Party (AKP) came to power in 2002, only about 2.6% of eligible children
attended religious-based schools.131 The “reforms” implemented the AK Party embarked on
since the beginning resulted in 932,000 students attending İmam-Hatip schools in 2014–2015
school year from 65,000 at the beginning of the AKP rule in 2002, roughly a 93.5 percent
increase. The next school year (2016-2017) the total number of children studying in İmamHatip schools increased to 1,291,020 students, following extreme efforts by the Government
of Turkey aimed at favoring İmam-Hatip schools at the expense of mainly the public, but
also private schools, including in terms of practical policies, financing, physical or technical
equipment and infrastructure.132
The efforts to further the political Islamic agenda include the increase of the number of
students attending İmam-Hatip schools through extensive incentives targeting poor families.
During 2016-2017 school year, İmam-Hatip schools received a significant boost, as it is
estimated that approximately 60% of thousands of private schools unlawfully confiscated
following the July 2016 attempted coup were forcibly converted into İmam-Hatip schools.
The policies implemented by the current Government of Turkey increasingly favor religious education, in defiance of the basic principles of secular education. In this connection,
the Ministry of National Education has concluded various protocols with religious foundations, which activity is conducted in with the ideological views and objectives of the government. In this ongoing process essential components of education have been constantly
ignored, rejecting any opinion, criticisms, or suggestions by education experts. These government policies have already introduced structural problems in the education system, not
only constantly diminishing its quality, but also deepening inequalities, and even encouraging child marriage, sexual abuse, and violence against children in schools and dormitories.
Even though İmam-Hatip schools are increasingly unpopular and students who attend
them tend to perform lower academically on average than secular-oriented schools,133 many
128
129
130
131
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In Turkish: Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu.
İmam-Hatip Okulları
Devoutly religious generation
Rusen Cakir, Irfan Bozan, and Blakan Talu, “Imam-Hatip liseleri:Efsaneler ve gercekler”, p. 68 http://tesev.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Imam_Hatip_Liseleri_Efsaneler_Ve_Gercekler.pdf
For a detailed analysis on Imam Hatip schools please see JWF report “Assault on Education in Turkey and Abroad”, available at: https://
jwf.org/jwf/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ASSAULT-ON-EDUCATION-In-Turkey-And-Abroad-Long-Version.pdf
See for example: https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/turkey-erdogan-education/
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students coming from poor families are forced to attend İmam-Hatip schools due to lack of
options where they live or based on unsatisfactory performance on entrance exams leaving
them no other option.
President Erdoğan’s parallel administration -- as well as TÜRGEV, the private foundation run by his extended family that is spearheading the expansion of İmam-Hatip schools
-- will continue to have a strong informal but direct influence on the education bureaucracy.
Ultimately, the Islamic overhaul of the education system is bound to have implications for
Turkey’s civilizational identity, and on choices it will make on where it belongs politically.134

ii. Change in School Curricula
In parallel with all other efforts to Islamize the education system, in July 2017, Turkish
government announced a new school curriculum135 that, inter alia, excluded Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution and removed Ataturk’s accomplishments – in substance attacking
the very foundations of the Republic’s secular principles. In addition, new policies require
all schools to have a prayer room, which according to critics “destroy the principle of secularism and the scientific principles of education.” The curriculum also obliged Turkey’s
growing number of “İmam-Hatip” religious schools to teach the concept of jihad as patriotic
in spirit.
The new curriculum also introduced discussions on the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
the so-called ISIS and the Hizmet Movement, the latter designated by the Turkish government as a terrorist organization. The new curriculum containing fifty-three (53) different subjects was immediately effective in the 2017-2018 school year. The curriculum was not subject to any prior pilot application anywhere in Turkey.
Experts and education unions criticized the new curricula,136 prepared in their view by
ignoring the most basic principles of educational science and the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child and created in line with the world view of political power, rather
than the long-term needs of education and society. In this connection the new curricula reduce philosophy, science, and art classes, putting the emphasis instead on religious education, including compulsory lessons for children with autism and mental disabilities, religious
activities for pre-school and primary school students, including religious competitions, visits
to mosques, fasting education, etc.

E

D. ADAPTABILITY

ducation needs to be flexible so it can adapt to the needs of changing societies and
communities and respond to the needs of students within their diverse social and cultural settings.
Turkey is ethnically, religiously, and linguistically a diverse country. Its rich diversity
however has been long viewed by the Turkish Republic as an existential threat to the state

134
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The Turkey Analyst, “The Islamization of Turkey: Erdoğan’s Education Reforms,” September 2, 2015
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-education-curriculum/turkey-rolls-out-new-school-curriculum-without-darwin-idUSKBN1A31EZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-education-curriculum/turkey-rolls-out-new-school-curriculum-without-darwin-idUSKBN1A31EZ
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and its unity. Consecutive governments have taken affirmative action in introducing very restrictive policies on the rights of different ethnic and religious groups, including for example
against the Kurdish language, seriously violating the fundamental rights and freedoms of the
Kurdish population (estimated at more than 20 million citizens), including their right to education. Students of military academies and high schools closed in the aftermath of the attempted coup also report the absence of Kurdish students in these institutions.
In the aftermath of the July 2016 attempted coup, further restrictions were introduced
to the use of the Kurdish language. These extreme restrictive measures include prosecuting academics that called for a peaceful solution to the Kurdish question, arbitrarily shutting down Kurdish language teaching departments in universities; closing private schools in
which Kurdish was the instructional language; shutting down Kurdish TV and radio channels;137 forcibly closing NGOs, teaching centers, associations and foundations working on
the promotion of the Kurdish language; and erasing Kurdish names from southeastern cities.

137

The government for example shut down Dünya TV, which it claimed was established by the Hizmet Movement in Gaziantep to influence the Kurds. More information available here: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/feto-kanali-dunya-tvnin-pkk-yandasligi-iddianamede-/1169186
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I

n the process of drafting the present report, the Journalists and Writers Foundation
identified and interviewed 28 students and former students who have been subject to
serious violations of their right to education by the Turkish government, in Turkey and
abroad.
Students from different universities and in various disciplines, enthusiastically shared
their stories, answering a total of twenty (20) questions, and reflecting on three further issues,
in the hope that their accounts and views would help improve Turkey’s record in ensuring
the right to education to future generations.
The Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF) carefully examined the accounts and
personal circumstances of the students and found them credible and consistent with the
ongoing crackdown of the Turkish government on the right to education, both inside and
outside Turkey. The cases highlighted in the paragraphs below are not isolated, but rather the
accounts of only 28 out of approximately 1.5 million Turkish students whose dreams have
been unnecessarily and arbitrarily shattered following the July 15, 2016 attempted coup.
The JWF has withheld student names and other relevant identifiable information, such
as location and names of high schools, universities, and other institutions - to the extent considered necessary to protect the victims and their relatives in Turkey and abroad from eventual reprisals.
The JWF is grateful to all students who contributed with their accounts in facilitating the
drafting of the report. All contributions helped the author draw important conclusions and
make recommendations to properly address many of the violations identified in the report.
The violations against the right of education should not be overlooked and all victims
deserve justice. The report as a whole therefore, including all the cases listed below have also
been shared with relevant stakeholders for possible remedies.

A. HIGHLIGHTS FROM STUDENTS’ ACCOUNTS
1. A.D.
I was unlawfully expelled from the Turkish Military Academy at the end of my 3rd
year of my studies through a State of Emergency (hereafter: SOE) decree law.
Following my expulsion, I applied and was accepted to a law school. What I sadly observed while attending the law school is that not only teachers, but even students were afraid to discuss “delicate matters” among themselves. I was forced
to separate from my wife only after fifteen days into our marriage. Almost certain
that because of my political views I would become subject to prosecution based
on an outstanding criminal case against me, I was forced to leave Turkey after attending only two years of law school. The traineeships of my cousins were
suspended, as the organizers of the training program indicated that “there are
FETÖ members (myself) in your family.”
2. A.B.
I enrolled to the Military Academy in 2013, to pursue what I have always
dreamed – serve my country’s military. In 2016 however I was dismissed from
52

the military profession, and left by my own government, in the middle of uncertainty for my future. After the military schools were closed, I was transferred
to [redacted] University. Although I graduated second in university, I was not
granted a degree, since I was a transfer student from one of closed institutions
in the aftermath of the attempted coup. Under pressure and at risk of detention or arrest, I was able to flee Turkey, to continue my education abroad.
3. T.B.T.
I was proud to attend one of the high schools with the highest standard providing
quality education, including through projects intended for participation in international competitions abroad. The school was closed by the government in the
aftermath of the attempted coup, as teachers and students alike were in shock,
receiving constant news that entire families of my close friends were arrested.
Many of the schoolteachers were forced to flee abroad, while inexplicably my
family was declared terrorist. Students, their families, teachers, and school staff
who used to study or work in closed high schools became terrorists overnight.
The psychological stress of all my family members significantly deteriorated in
anticipation of eventual detention or arrest. Only my close friends are aware of
the fact that I attended one of the closed high schools and I cannot openly talk
about it at the university. My sister experienced many challenges when she was
transferred to another high school as a freshman, as she was forced to attend a
high school she didn’t like, and it took a long time to get used to her new environment.
4. E.K. 1
I completed my undergraduate studies at the Kuleli Military High School, after which I enrolled at the Turkish Military Academy. I was a student during the
attempted coup of July 15, 2016, after which all students in our school were
declared terrorists without any questioning. The military academy was closed,
and all students were transferred to other universities, where we were subject
to social pressure and discrimination. In the aftermath of the attempted coup,
along with my schoolfriends I was detained while attending the school’s summer
camp. The prosecutor took statements from all of us separately, and we were
subject to degrading treatment we certainly did not deserve.
I have gone through many sacrifices for eight years of studies to become a military officer. Myself and my colleagues were dismissed without any investigation,
just because a government minister stated publicly on TV that 95 percent of students attending military academies were terrorists.
5. E.D.
I was about to graduate from high school in 2016 when an arrest warrant was issued for my apprehension in the aftermath of the attempted coup. My fiancé was
the first to be arrested, spending 12 months in detention. Six months following
his detention, an arrest warrant was issued for my apprehension, after which I
was forced to go into hiding and eventually flee Turkey. I was forced to interrupt
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my studies. In the aftermath of the attempted coup, all of my former friends and
my social group cut off every communication with me, fearing eventual reprisals.
6. E.K. 2
I was a student of a military academy during the attempted coup and was transferred to [redacted] University, following the closure of my school. My entire
life and future plans were completely changed, but the worse had still to come.
Many of my friends were hit with bogus terrorism charges, while all academic
personnel of the military school were dismissed without investigation. I was summoned to testify before the prosecutor and a travel ban was imposed on me not
to leave the country. Under immense psychological pressure and anticipating
certain detention or arrest, I was able to flee Turkey and settle in a safe country. Following my departure from Turkey several of my relatives were dismissed
from their positions, forcing them to survive on minimal income.
7. E. B.
I completed my high school studies in different cities, including (.................)
High School, in Gaziantep, and in Niğde. Following the attempted coup of July
15, 2016, I was labeled by the school and considered a terrorist, even by my former friends. My close friend with whom I shared everything before [the attempted coup] targeted me by shouting at me repeatedly as if I was a terrorist and a
traitor. I was too afraid to attend school after that day.
On September 4, 2016, I was detained for 4 days over bogus terrorism charges.
Detained for the very first time in my life I didn’t know what to do and my first
night under custody was the most difficult of all. Nine people were sharing a very
small unhygienic place, without beds, bedding, and no blankets. During investigation the police threatened me to accept a crime I certainly did not commit.
I was eventually sentenced to 6 years and 3 months imprisonment over bogus
terrorism charges for using the messaging application ByLock. My court hearing
lasted for less than 10 minutes, while the judge imposing the sentence did not
even listen to me or look at my face. Under extreme distress I am unable to share
the ideas I strongly believe, even in this written interview. I feel like I am not only
expelled from society based on my thoughts and opinion; I was also disowned
by my own father and expelled from the family home altogether.
8. F.C.
I passed the relevant Military High School exams in 2008 and began my secondary education in the [redacted] Military High School. The Military Academy
I was attending in 2016, one of the oldest schools in Turkey, was closed with
Decree Law 669 and I was transferred to [redacted] University. My education
process, for which I have worked hard for years was wasted, and it became impossible for me to contribute to the profession I had always dreamed of. Instead,
I was blacklisted because of the school I was attending, preventing me from applying for work and education.
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I was born in Gaziantep but completed primary and secondary school in Osmaniye
and high school in Adana, returning in Gaziantep for my university degree. I was
not subject to ill-treatment or arrest, only because I have tried so hard to conceal my identity, without revealing my thoughts or ideas. In October 2019, I fled
Turkey, fearing detention or arrest because of my attendance of schools closed in
the aftermath of the attempted coup. By fleeing abroad, I was also forced to interrupt my Ph.D. studies.
10. H.
Originally from Gaziantep, I successfully passed necessary examinations to study
at [redacted] Military High School in 2012. The military school was closed before I graduated in 2016, after which I experienced exclusion and verbal abuse
by my friends, but also relatives. In 2017 I enrolled at the Political Sciences and
International Relations faculty of the [redacted] University but was forced to drop
the following year (2018). Fearing persecution and further prosecution from the
government, I fled Turkey in 2018.
11. H.G.
On July 15, 2016, I was a student at the Military Academy, with no links to the
attempted coup or coup plotters whatsoever. In the aftermath of the attempted
coup, government officials were publicly stating that students of the military academy are terrorists. Following these ludicrous claims, the military academy was
closed, and I was transferred to the [redacted] University. Myself and my fellow
students were detained inside the school. The prosecutor took our statements one
by one, subjecting us to a degrading treatment. At my new university, I was always struggling to “prove” to professors and new colleagues that I am not a terrorist and that everything is slander. Professors also wanted me to repeat lessons
and take exams I had already successfully passed before. My diploma was delayed six months, even though I passed all the courses successfully.
12. H.
I was dismissed from my school by government decree and transferred to another
school, where I was simply treated as a criminal, not by the teachers, but rather
from several students. I was subsequently detained and went through nine hours
of interrogation. Under threat of torture and in absence of defense counsel, I was
forced to make false statements incriminating other individuals.
13. H.
I am a former military school student, a graduate of [redacted]. Subject to a criminal investigation against me following the attempted coup, I had to postpone the
beginning of my master’s studies planned for September 2020. I was detained in
September 2020 and arrested the same day. I spent 15 days in solitary confinement under the justification of coronavirus measures. Unable to take the graduate
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exams, I could not begin my studies. After two months under custody, I was released under judicial control and the court imposed a travel ban against me. I
already lost one year of my studies.
14. H.I.
I was detained in the beginning of February 2021, during the anti-rector protests on university campus grounds. I was subject to forcible arrest and violence
and kept under custody for three days, without appearing before a judge. The
LGBTI + studies club, which I was a part of, was arbitrarily closed. At the time
of the interview, I had not been yet subject to any criminal process, however a
disciplinary investigation was initiated against me following my detention.
15. I.H.K.
I attended primary and high school in Osmaniye and was enrolled at the Police
Academy in 2012. I continued my studies at the Police Academy until a newly adopted law in 2015 ordered the closure of police academies. Following the
adoption of the law, Police Academy students were transferred to various universities, and I was transferred to İnönü University, from where I graduated in
2016. I then studied at Gazi University Faculty of Law for my undergraduate education and Fırat University Public Administration department for my master’s
degree. After studying in the public administration department for one year, I
could not continue education due to an outstanding arrest warrant issued against
me. Following the arrest warrant, I was prevented becoming not only a police officer, but also a lawyer.
16. I.O.
I am now 25 years old, and I graduated from [redacted] Faculty of Medicine in
2019. While I was still a student, I was summoned to the police station twice;
in the middle of my 5th year and in the last three months of the 6th year. During
this process, I was asked about the use of ByLock application and whether I
prayed together with my friends. I was engaged to be married before graduating
in 2019. Following the encounters with the police however, the family of my fiancée did not want anything to do with me. I was therefore forced to call off the
engagement.
Normally job appointments occur in September, but me and others similarly situated were appointed in November. We had to allegedly pay 70,000 Turkish
liras to attain the right to work, as some of us were considered newly graduates
and had never been employed before. Following my appointment, I faced a
criminal case, followed by a weekly signature requirement. I earned the emergency medicine specialty at [redacted] University and began my career there.
Only after eight months into the new position, I was arrested during my second
hearing and subjected to house arrest at my third hearing. Under extreme distress and anticipating long prison sentence, I fled abroad while under house arrest. I recently learned that my fear was substantiated, as I was sentenced to 8
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17. I.T.
I completed my high school studies at the Turkmen-Turkish High School in
Turkmenistan and began my higher education studies in [redacted] Northwestern
Turkey in 2011, followed by my master’s degree. I successfully completed all the
necessary courses and was planning to pursue a career as an academic, but I
was arbitrarily detained before my graduating date. Under custody I was subject
to both, physical and psychological torture before being sentenced to 6 years
and 3 months imprisonment on bogus terrorism charges. I spent 3 years and 8
months of my sentence before being released.
18. K.B.E.
I was dismissed from a Turkish Military Academy in the aftermath of the attempted coup, shattering my dreams for a career in the army. My military school was
closed along all other military schools in Turkey following the attempted coup
and I was transferred to another educational institution.
19. M.K.
I began my military career in a military academy in 2013, but the academy was
closed in the aftermath of the July 2016 attempted coup, and I was labeled as a
terrorist. Following the closure of the military school I was transferred to [redacted] University. My high school and university diplomas were stamped with the
label “closed by a decree law”, something that prevented me to apply and accept employment in any government agency, or even the private sector. When
realizing that I was a former military student, the very first question during a job
interview was the following: Are you a FETÖ member?
Since 2016 I was constantly under distress fearing that I would be detained
someday, and this is precisely what happened in February 2020. I was detained
and taken into custody on February 10, 2020. On the day of my arrest, I was
transferred from [redacted], one day driving distance. Along the way, prison
guards constantly pressured me psychologically, indicating that I should show
remorse (incriminate others), or would spend my next 15 years in prison. After
being detained for two months, I was taken before a judge and the first court
hearing was scheduled 14 months later.
20. M.A.
I am a military student whose uniform, which I was proud to carry on July 31,
2016, was stripped. I was forced to leave the military school where I was preparing for my military life with dignity. Afterwards, I tried to be a person who holds
on to the civil life in the best way possible. I am a university student now, continuing my education. My dream to become a soldier and serve the homeland
in the best way was all of a sudden taken from me, and they forced me to live a
life that I did not choose.
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21. M.G.
I completed primary and secondary education in Southern Turkey. After the military school, I was attending was closed in the aftermath of the attempted coup,
I was transferred for the last year in another high school and then enrolled to
[redacted] University, Department of Psychological Counseling and Guidance.
I am confident my right to education was violated and those who violated my
rights are the highest government officials.
22. M.P.
During the July 2016 attempted coup, I was attending a military school, which
was thereafter closed through a decree law. All students at military schools were
considered suspicious and therefore myself and my school friends were labeled
as terrorists and enemies of the state. After taking one-year break from school, I
was able to pass all examinations and enroll into the faculty of architecture, but
under pressure and imminent threat of detention or arrest, I was forced to flee
Turkey and now establish myself in a new safe country. I am now trying to make
a living with financial assistance of 150 Euros per month from Catholic Relief
Services. It is barely enough for me to cover rent, however, despite all the difficulties, I still remain in a much better position than having to deal with the risk
of arbitrary detention and imprisonment in Turkey.
23. M.E.O.
I graduated from the [redacted] Anatolian High School and he then attended the
International Black Sea University in Tbilisi, Georgia. I could not graduate from
the university, as the Turkish government closed the High School and also tried
to close International Black Sea University in Georgia. Attending the [redacted]
High School and the International Black Sea University were the reasons for my
arrest in Turkey. During my time in prison, the authorities also took away from
me the right to study. After my release the authorities placed a travel ban prohibiting me to continue my studies in Georgia. Due to the travel ban I could not
graduate from the university. When I was arrested in 2017, I was subject to psychological torture in prison for ten months. After my conditional release, I fled to
Germany to continue my studies.
24. M.S.
Following my graduation from primary school in 2009, I was enrolled to continue my studies in the Naval High School [redacted]. After five years of high
school, I began my studies in the Naval Academy in 2014. Following the July
2016 attempted coup, all cadets were dismissed on July 30, 2016. I was transferred to [redacted], from where I graduated in 2020.
The school where I was studying for seven years (2009-2016) and my dreams
for the future were taken away. I could not get rid of the effects of my trauma
for a long time and could not focus on my lessons at my school where I was
58

[JWF] Assault on the Right to Education in Turkey (January 24, 2022)

dents at the school where I was transferred. In addition, the faculty management
did not recognize me some of the rights offered to other students.
I was suspended from the Istanbul Technical University Naval Architecture and
Marine Engineering Faculty, as government officials accused me of being a terrorist without a shred of evidence. Two years after the attempted coup I was
detained while studying in 2018 and spent 14 days under police custody under very bad conditions. I was then released conditionally and required to sign
weekly with the local police authorities. A travel ban also deprived me of study
opportunities abroad.
25. Name/Initials withheld
Following the attempted coup, the authorities began arresting all my friends one
by one, a situation which is ongoing. For this reason, I was forced to flee abroad.
All those graduating from closed educational institutions had to start a life with a
diploma that states, “graduated with statutory decree.” The same statement was
included in the back of my high school graduation certificate which also bears
the statutory decree stamp. My graduation diploma from [redacted] University
has a large statement on it that states “with a statutory decree”.
26. S.B.
I attended a military school for five years, which was closed and targeted in social media, something we did not deserve. I lost five years of my life, seriously affecting my psychological situation. Even though I have so far escaped detention
or arrest, all my friends have been arrested, some of them subjected to torture,
as the government assumed that all military students are traitors. After the closure of the school in 2016, I was transferred to [redacted] University, where I was
subject to discrimination, in addition to being repeatedly told that I am a traitor.
27. U.A.
I graduated from [redacted] Military High School. We were not going out from
our military building for 15 days following the attempted coup of July 15, 2016.
Every night, civilians came to our military camp shouting at us as terrorists.
I was in the final class of the Turkish Military Academy when they literally “took
my uniform from my hands,” and dismissed me from profession with the Decree
Law in the last year of the Turkish Military Academy. I have never been part or
participated in a terrorist activity. My dreams were destroyed by the government.
I experienced for a short time psychological difficulty, but thanks to the training
I have received for years I managed to overcome these challenges. I have skills
to survive in every condition as I have been thought. I have been representative
in a respected company. But I have decided to set out abroad to achieve my
dreams.
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28. Y.S.
I was born in [redacted], where I completed primary, secondary, and high
school education. I passed the necessary requirements and began my studies in
the Military Academy in 2014. On July 31, 2016, my school was closed with the
decree 669 and all students were dismissed. Whether with my first-degree relatives or in my new university environment, I encountered marginalization and
treated as if I was guilty of something.
In 2016, I was dismissed from the school with the statutory decree 669. I continued to study Public Administration at [redacted], until there was an investigation against me on the account of being a member of a terrorist organization.
We were detained and investigated collectively immediately after the coup. The
education you have for the homeland before the coup and your detention as a
“traitor” the next day makes you sufficiently psychologically miserable. We were
released after the detention. In 2019, a lawsuit was filed against me, this time
for being a member of an [terrorist] organization. They wanted to accuse me of
being a member of a terrorist organization because they could not find me guilty
of participating in the attempted coup, and I was detained in 2019.
The detention process I went through at the police station was quite arduous. Insults, swearing, and humiliation were activities that had become commonplace in safety. I was in custody for 7 days alone. There was light only in
the hallway. It was pretty dark, and you couldn’t tell what time of the day it was.
During the interrogation I was subject to physical torture and pressure. Later,
when I was arrested and sent to prison, I was subject to strip search which was
recorded. Following my release, I was forced to flee abroad, where I am currently living.
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B. KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE INTERVIEWS

K

ey takeaways from all interviews are summarized in the paragraphs that follow.


 The majority of students resettled in safe countries are hopeful about their future.
They are aware of the lack of opportunities in Turkey and are eager to contribute to
the social and economic development of host countries, towards a better future.
 The majority of students interviewed believe that their persecution in Turkey will only come to an end when the ruling party (Justice and Development Party (AKP)) is
no longer in power.
 Most participants in the survey managed to transfer to another institution of higher education after the closure of their universities in the aftermath of the attempted
coup.
 All participants stated that they were stigmatized and labeled as terrorists, traitors,
and criminals by their teachers and peers at school. They highlighted that they experienced mental and psychological trauma and they are/were “very tired” of trying to
prove to their social networks that they are not terrorists.
 Most of the students interviewed are of the view that the government only protects
and promotes the rights of its own supporters, suppressing the rights of all critics.
 Participants from Turkey exercised extreme self-censorship, even when they had the
option of concealing their true identity.
 Due to the lack of legal certainty, after having witnessed the detention of their colleagues, friends, family members or other individuals, many students were forced to
leave the country out of fear of being deprived
 of their freedom themselves, even if there was no outstanding warrant against them.
 The lack of a merits-based system and qualifications are the two words used the most
to describe the level of academic freedom in Turkey.

C. SUMMARY OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

I

n addition to the in-depth and structured interviews with twenty-eight (28) students in Turkey
and abroad, the present section contains a summary of student responses to the twenty (20) questions.

1. Tell us about your educational background?
What are your educational and career goals?
Twelve (12) responders among the interviewees were former students in military academies until 2016; eight (8) were attending higher education in
61

PART VI – INTERVIEWS WITH STUDENTS

[JWF] Assault on the Right to Education in Turkey (January 24, 2022)

different universities (sociology, languages, computer engineering, mechanical engineering,
medicine, and anthropology); four (4) were attending military high schools; one (1) was a
former student of the police academy; one (1) individual a former student in the gendarmerie vocational school; and one (1) student attending a high school. One individual among
those interviewed declined to answer.

2. What is your opinion about academic freedom in universities? Please explain
All of the 28 responders concur that one cannot expect academic freedom in Turkey, a
country where there is no freedom. Key reasons listed for the lack of the academic freedom
are: (i) the merciless crackdown against academics in the country; (ii) the fact that all the authority and decisions, including on all aspects of higher education derive from only one person; and (iii) lack of a merit-based system in the appointment of academic and other staff.

3. What has changed in your personal and academic life after the failed coup attempt in Turkey?
All the responders reported having been forced
to cut short their studies in the aftermath of the attempted coup. Eleven (11) responders report having
experienced mental and identity crisis, psychological trauma and lack of motivation. Four (4) reported experiencing extreme social pressure, six (6) experienced accusations from their peers for allegedly
being a “terrorist” and one responded having been
subject to mistreatment and discrimination by teachers. One reported no major effects, as
he/she was well-trained to handle the impact of his/her expulsion from school and with time
adapted to the “new reality”.

4. Are you detained, arrested, physically or psychologically tortured or ill-treated
following the failed coup of July 15, 2016? Please describe the event(s) and the
incident(s).
Twelve (12) responders reported having been
detained or arrested, and several already convicted on bogus terrorism-related charges. Four (4)
responders reported having been interrogated by
the police on terrorism-related activities, while
one (1) reported been subject to an active arrest
warrant. Several responders believed that they
were not detained only because they fled just on time, as all their colleagues, commanders and professors had already been detained or arrested on terrorism-related charges.
“We have already been stigmatized by the closure of our schools after the 15
July attempt. This stigma was no different from situations such as arrest or detention.
But, in addition, while I was studying at the architecture faculty in [redacted], I was
detained in the dormitory where I stayed attending my second year of my studies in
the early morning, as police knocked on my door. In the dormitory where I stayed, I
was brought down in the company of the police with a harsh attitude. When we came
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down, two additional civilians, either plainclothes police or young officers from another unit, made verbal heavy insults and curses. They were about to assault us, but
with the intervention of other people, this attempt was interrupted. Afterwards, I was
handcuffed and put in a civilian vehicle in front of the people in the dormitory, and
after walking around certain areas of [redacted], I was sent to the [redacted] Police
Headquarters. In the meantime, I was handcuffed by squeezing my hands hard with
plastic handcuffs from behind. After I got out of the vehicle, I was paraded in front
of the cameras. When I entered the police station, a police officer ‘greeted’ me with
heavy insults as soon as I entered the door. ‘Is this the soldier?’ he asked, and the officers who brought me acknowledged it. When I was taken to the interrogation room,
in addition to severe insults, a few officers beat me. During the interrogation, all the
officers who came and went in a way that was psychological pressure and mockingly
said things, addressing me heavy insults. After 4 days in detention, I was taken to before court and arrested. I was put on trial until the next hearing. Of course, the prison
process is a different story for me. It would be too long for me to write it here; I will
not mention it too much so that the interview does not lose its meaning. After about
three months of detention, I was asked by the Rectorate of [redacted] University to
testify that I became a terrorist. Three months later, I was conditionally released with
a reduced sentence of six years and three months.”

5. Do you believe that your right to education is violated or denied? If yes, by
whom? Why? Please describe.
All the twenty-eight (28) responders unequivocally believe that their right to education
was seriously violated, and they hold responsible President Erdoğan and respective rectors/
administrators of their institutions as direct perpetrators.
“Every human being can understand that the government attempted to control
the army. The only institution that thieves and liars were not allowed was the military.
With the attempted coup of 15 July, the uniforms were stripped-off unjustly from up
to thirty thousand military students. Military students have received thousands of lifetime sentences.”

6. Has the educational institution (school, university, dormitory) where you studied
been closed by the government? For this reason, have you been subjected to profiling, marginalization, targeting, cultural and social segregation and accusation?
Twenty-two (22) out of twenty-eight responders reported that their schools were arbitrarily closed in the aftermath of the July 2016 attempted coup, and they were facing profiling, labeling, marginalization, discrimination, segregation, and accusations solely for having attended those schools in the past. One student reported that his/her dormitory s/he was
staying was closed and this is why s/he was facing discrimination and imprisoned. Another
student reported that his/her university was not closed, but the LGBT club at the university
was arbitrarily closed. Three students reported that they were studying in public universities
and therefore they were not closed after the July 2016 attempted coup.
“The military school I studied was closed by the government. 98 percent of the
military schools that were closed were considered to be terrorist organizations. Even
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if this discourse was not present, these closed schools were demonized in the eyes of
the people. Therefore, we have always been labeled in the social life, in our family
and close friends. I was always excluded from my immediate surroundings. It did not
make sense to them even if I try to explain that I did not do anything wrong, that I
was treated in a way I did not deserve. It was not enough to destroy the political perception created by the current power.”

7. Have you been transferred to another educational institution because the educational institution (school, university, dormitory) you studied was closed by the
government? How did this process affect your education, psychological and social
life?
Twenty (20) responders reported having been
transferred to study in another school or academic institution. Two (2) students informed that their
schools were closed, and they just did not continue
education. One reported having simply resigned and
fled abroad, while another one reported having been
“transferred” to prison rather than another education
institution. One student fled to Germany while three (3) responders stated that they were
studying in public universities and these institutions were not closed.
“After the military schools were closed, there was a waiting period of approximately 3-4 months. I will not be able to forget that period in my life. It was one of the
most difficult and weary times of my life. It was a question of uncertainty as it was not
clear which school I would go to, and whether I would continue my education life.
Because of this situation, me and many of my friends can say that we are seriously
worn out psychologically.”

8. Have you been subject to discrimination or punished by the students/faculty/administration at the university? If yes, please explain by whom and the circumstances.
Thirteen (13) responders reported no discrimination or punishment by students / faculty / administration in universities where they were transferred. In
several cases, the victims were aware of discrimination in other schools and were not sure whether this
was a result of ignorance/disregard by professors and
staff or simply because they were trying hard to suppress any information about their past. Eleven (11)
responders reported having been subject to discrimination at school and three (3) stated
they were not attending school after the attempted coup. One individual declined to answer.
“Even though many teachers showed understanding after these extraordinary situations, some academics who saw themselves as close to the government were insistent not to behave well to the students transferred to their schools. They did not hesitate to say that if you try to organize a coup while we have this leader in our head,
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9. Did you or your siblings experienced any discrimination, stigmatization, and/or
bullying from peers or teachers? Please explain how.
Ten (10) responders reported either them or their siblings having experienced discrimination or bulling at school, on the account of allegedly being perceived as having ties to the
attempted coup. Two (2) respondents stated that even though they had not been subject
to such treatment, they were aware of other friends or colleagues subject to discrimination,
while another one stated that he/she was discriminated not by teachers but other students.
Eleven (11) responders held that they or their siblings did not experience any such discrimination or bulling, with one student informing that the teachers supported him/her in completing the studies. Three (3) responders declined to answer.
“When they saw that I was a military student while going for job interviews, the
first question was - are you a FETÖ member? In addition, on-the-job training programs implemented by the state for the private sector were out of reach for those dismissed through Decree-Law. There is also a lot of verbal harassment in social life.”

10. Did any of your friends committed suicide or died because of bullying by classmates and/or lecturers over alleged links to any social group?
Most of the responders stated that they or close friends had suffered psychological trauma but did not have knowledge about anyone close who had committed suicide or died as
a result. Two of the responders stated that they had heard about suicides in other schools
but did not personally know the victims.
“None of my friends have committed suicide, but there were those who turned
their school into a ‘prison’ because of too much stress.”

11. Did the government cancel (deny) to you or someone you know any benefit? Social security? Healthcare? Scholarship? Other benefits? If yes, please describe.
Nine (9) responders stated that their social security, healthcare, and other benefits were
canceled once their schools were closed. One (1) responder informed that his friend’s benefits had been canceled. Eighteen (18) responders reported they had not received any benefit in the past.
“While in military school, students had insurance. After being fired, they cut the
monthly money and canceled the insurance.”

12. Do you have a passport? Has your passport ever been cancelled? Can you study
abroad? If not, why not?
Eleven (11) responders reported their passports had been cancelled as part of the dismissals or criminal processes they were subject to in the aftermath of the attempted coup.
This has also been one of the reasons the majority has not able to pursue educational opportunities abroad. One responder stated that even though he/she has a passport, he/she
cannot apply for a visa protocol document online as all other Turkish nationals but has to
apply at a police station in person, where he/she fears detention or arrest. Another responder stated that even though he/she has a passport he/she fears detention if he/she visits a
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Turkish embassy for consular services, or that his/her passport would be cancelled. Eight
(8) responders reported that they had a passport, and, in their knowledge, it has not been
cancelled. Two (2) responders stated they did not possess a passport in 2016. Three (3) responders declined to respond.
“In 2016, I was banned from traveling abroad for about one year. The investigation resulted in no charges, and I left my country. After I travelled abroad, the police
came to my house and stated that there was another investigation against me. For my
personal safety, I cannot go to the embassy or consulate and ask about my situation.”

13. Did you or your parents have to leave Turkey after July 2016? Explain why?
Nineteen (19) responders reported they had to leave Turkey as it was the only way to
escape persecution, certain detention or arrest, unfair trial, and imprisonment. Nine (9) responders stated they have not left Turkey after 2016, while one of them reported that his
brother had tried to leave but was unfortunately caught by Turkish law enforcement.
“Following the issuance of an arrest warrant against me, I had to go into hiding for
two years, and I was very well aware of what could have happened to me if I was
caught. After being on the run for 2 years, I was left with no other choice but to

leave Turkey.”
14. Are you deprived of your family environment? Where and who are you living

with?
Twenty-one (21) of the responders reported being deprived of family environment for
many years, either because they had to flee in exile, or because their families were too
scared of being eventually associated with them. Seven (7) responders reported either living
with their parents or having the possibility of visiting their families.
“I had serious arguments with my father after July 15, 2016, and after my sentence was confirmed by the court, my father banished me from the house and told
me, ‘Don’t come to my house again.’ I had to leave the country illegally and I am living alone now.”

15. Do you think you have adequate standard of living? Social, Financial, and
psychological well-being?
Half of the responders (14) reported having financial, social and psychological
issues, either in Turkey or the country of their current residence. Five (5) responders
stated that they did not have any major financial hardship, but they were still suffering psychologically. Eight (8) responders reported enjoying an adequate standard of
living. One of those interviewed declined to answer.
“My psychological condition is fragile, my other situations are bad, but I manage. At least I can express myself freely in Greece.”
16. Do you have any disability or special needs that affect your access to education?
Twenty-six (26) responders reported having no disability that could affect their access to
education. Two (2) responders reported having minor disabilities, which would not impair
their access to education in any sense.
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17. Did you find any opportunity for internship or job after graduation? If not, please explain why?
Seven (7) responders reported not being able to find a job or internship opportunity following their graduation. Nine (9) responders reported having been able to find a
job or internship opportunity, either after many rejections, or because they were able
to hide their previous dismissals, detentions, or arrests. Eleven (11) responders stated
that the question did not apply to them, as they were still studying, or they were subject to outstanding arrest warrants.
The job interviews I held after my graduation ended negatively because I mentioned that I was a military student and there was an ongoing investigation against me.
18. Are there any individuals in your family who were dismissed, detained, arrested, or imprisoned because of their links to any social group(s)? How was your
academic life affected by this? Please describe.
Twelve (12) responders reported having their close family members dismissed, detained,
arrested, or imprisoned, because of their perceived links to social groups. Twelve (12) responders stated they did not have any close relative subject to dismissal, detention, arrest,
or imprisonment. Four (4) responders declined to answer.
“We were still engaged, and my fiancé was arrested and spent 12 months in prison. I couldn’t visit him because we were not yet married. Six months after his detention, an arrest warrant was issued against me, and I was in psychological distress.”

19. Are there any people from your social environment (relatives, friends, teachers,
etc.) who were dismissed, detained, arrested, or imprisoned because of their connection with any social group(s)?
Twenty-seven (27) out of twenty-eight responders confirmed they knew many individuals from their social environment dismissed, detained, arrested, or imprisoned because of
alleged links to social groups. One responder declined to answer this question.
“In Turkey, no one I believe is able to answer ‹no’ to this question.”

20. What should be done, in your opinion, to improve the higher education system
in Turkey?
Eighteen (18) responders are of the view that the only way to improve the education system is to ensure academic freedom and introduce a merit-based system. Three (3) responders were of the view that the conditions in universities should be improved, while reducing
their overall number. Two (2) responders did not believe anything could change until the
current government was in power. Two (2) responders were of the view that to improve the
education system, law and order should first prevail in Turkey. One (1) responder was of the
view that a complete overhaul of the education system is first necessary to ensure a better
higher education system, while two (2) responders declined to answer this question.
A fair and impartial trial system should first be established to eliminate the fear of
detention of students and teachers. Then, an environment where ideas can be freely expressed should be created. Finally, students and teachers should be given financial and
mental support to be able to carry out research.
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Reflections on Obligations and Violations
1) Article 13 (1): Aims and Objectives of Education
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, education shall be directed to the “human’s dignity”, enable all persons to participate effectively in a “free
society”, and promote understanding among all “ethnic groups”, as well as nations
and racial and “religious groups”.
Do you think that the Turkish government ensures that education respects your
dignity and helps you participate effectively in a free society without any discrimination?
Answer: All twenty-eight (28) responders concur that the Turkish government
does not ensure an education system which respects the dignity and helps students
participate effectively in a free society without any discrimination.

2) Article 13 (2): The right to Receive an Education
Education shall be available, accessible, acceptable, and adaptable to all citizens and
meet the needs of students within their diverse social and cultural settings regardless of any
discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, or socio-economic backgrounds.
Do you think that the Turkish government ensures that all students enjoy the
right to education without any discrimination?
Answer: All twenty-eight (28) responders are of the view that the Turkish government
does not ensure that all students enjoy the right to education without any discrimination.

3) General Legal Obligations
The state has immediate obligations to guarantee that the right to education will be exercised without discrimination of any kind and to take steps towards the full realization of the
right to education. The state is obliged to respect, protect, and fulfil the right to education,
like all human rights.
Do you think that your right to education is guaranteed, respected, protected, and fulfilled by the Turkish authorities?
Answer: All twenty-eight (28) responders are of the view that the right to education is
not guaranteed, respected, protected, or fulfilled by the Turkish authorities.

4) Constitutional Legal Obligations
Pursuant to Article 42 of the Constitution, the State will further provide scholarships and
other means of assistance to enable students of merit lacking financial means to continue
their education and will adopt measures of rehabilitation for persons in need of special education.
Did you or your friends lose your scholarship and other means of assistance
due to alleged links to a social group? If yes, please describe.
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Answer: Responders who were receiving scholarships or other means of assistance before the 2016 attempted coup, had these benefits cancelled in its aftermath.

5) International Agreements and Obligations
As a state party to international treaties, Turkey is obliged to protect and promote freedom of thought, expression, and association, all of ideas at the heart of academic freedom.”
Have academics or students been accused of having links to or being a member of a terrorist organization for exercising their right to freedom of thought,
expression, and association? Were they suspended or expelled or arrested and
sentenced for these allegations? If yes, please explain.
Answer: All twenty-eight (28) responders are well aware of the fact that thousands of
academics and students across Turkey were deprived of their liberty for merely exercising
their right to freedom of thought, expression and association.
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VII. CONCLUSIONS

VII. CONCLUSIONS
The Republic of Turkey was once a promising vibrant democracy, an example for the
deeply troubled countries across the world, and a facilitator of a positive social change in the
Middle East, Central Asia, and Africa.
Even though the relentless attack on the education system is ongoing at least since 2014,
dismissals and prosecutions, school closures and confiscations in the context of the so-called
“fight against the coup” turned very fast into a wholesale attack on the entire education system, including against teachers and academics who opposed government’s practices in the
past or present, defended secular, scientific and mother tongue education, and took part in
activities opposing government’s corruption and wrongdoings.
By seriously violating the right to education of millions of Turkish students since 2014:

 The Government of Turkey has introduced legislation which clearly discriminates, in
particular against those perceived close to the Hizmet Movement, on the grounds of
allegedly holding different political or other opinion. It has done so not only in defiance of the Turkish legislation and rulings of highest courts,138 but also applicable international law.
 The Government of Turkey has still to reverse or repeal any of de facto discriminatory legislation or practices in the education system.
 The new school curricula arbitrarily introduced in the aftermath of the attempted coup
(2017) is inconsistent with educational objectives and ignores the most basic principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
 The Council of Higher Education (YÖK) and all other monitoring bodies are fully
dependent from the Turkish government and have failed to maintain a transparent
and effective system to monitor conformity with article 13 (1) of the ICESCR.
 The closure of thousands of educational institutions, including at the pre-K level
rendered pre-K and primary education inaccessible for tens of thousands of students.
 Through the commercialization of education and poor quality of public education in
recent years, the government has failed to promote a primary education compulsory
and available free to all.
 Deliberately promoting the rise of İmam-Hatip schools and religious education, the
government has failed to take concrete and targeted measures towards the progressive
realization of secondary, higher, and fundamental education.
 In its quest to promote the rise of İmam-Hatip schools at any cost, the Government of
Turkey has failed to ensure that these institutions conform to the “minimum educational standards”.
 The government has arbitrarily closed and confiscated thousands of private educational institutions in a discriminatory manner, including thousands of pre-K, primary,
secondary, higher education institutions, learning centers and dormitories.
 Efforts to eradicate the Hizmet Movement (in Turkey and abroad), a renowned movement combating extremism and radicalization by promoting secular education, may
138
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inevitably have its own cost and long-term negative social and political repercussions

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS
Reversing all the legal, administrative, and practical measures against the right to education in Turkey is not only possible but also necessary, to comply with its obligations under
domestic and international law and ensure progressive realization of secondary, higher, and
fundamental education. The JWF therefore urges the authorities of Turkey:

 To review and repeal all discriminatory legislation, and comply with international law,
the Turkish legislation, and rulings of highest courts.139
 Reverse all the de facto discriminatory legislation or practices in the education system, including the physical replacement of diplomas not to bear the label - “closed by
a decree law”.
 Review and amend the school curricula to be consistent with educational objectives
and the basic principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
 Reorganize the Council of Higher Education (YÖK) and all other education monitoring
bodies with the view of maintaining a transparent and effective system and ensure
conformity with article 13 (1) of the ICESCR.

 Take concrete and targeted measures towards a primary education compulsory and
available free to all, and the progressive realization of secondary, higher and fundamental education.
 End its incentives for İmam-Hatip schools and ensure that these institutions are on
equal footing with all other educational institutions, and they conform to the “minimum educational standards”.
 Rescind the decisions to close and confiscate private educational institutions and return the thousands of pre-K, primary, secondary, higher education institutions, learning centers and dormitories to their legitimate owners.
 End its attack on the institutions and individuals perceived close to the Hizmet Movement, in Turkey and abroad.
 Reverse all the charges and unconditionally release teachers and academics deprived of
their liberty over alleged ties to the Hizmet Movement, and for nonviolent exercise of
academic freedom, freedom of expression and freedom of association.
 Restore all teachers, academics, scholars, students, and other educational personnel subject of emergency decrees, to their former positions.
 Ensure academic freedom and the right to assembly and association for educators, teachers, and academics.
139
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in Turkey, the volatile region and beyond.
 The actions of the Turkish government since 2015 have profoundly impacted the entire
Turkish higher education sector, denying academic freedom to staff and students.
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ANNEX 1
Core International Instruments and Declarations / Recommendations in
the Field of Education Relevant to Turkey
United Nations framework (declarations and instruments)

ANNEX 1

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) – Article 26.
• Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) – Article 22.
• International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) – Articles 13
•
•
•
•
•
•

and 14.
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) – Article 18.
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) – Articles 28 and 29.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979)
– Article 10.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1966) – Articles
5 and 7.
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) – Article 24.
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
their families (1990) – Articles 12.4, 30, 43-1 and 45-1.

UNESCO framework
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Recommendation concerning the status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel
(1997).
Recommendation on the Recognition of Studies and Qualifications in Higher
Education (1993).
Recommendation on the Development of Adult Education (1976).
Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms (1974).
Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers (1966).
Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action on Special Needs Education (1994).
Hamburg Declaration on Adult Learning (1997).
Dakar Framework for Action – Education for All: Meeting our Collective Commitment
(2000).

ILO framework
•
•

ILO Convention No. 138 on the minimum age for employment (1973) – Articles 2
and 6.
ILO Convention No. 182 on Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999) – Preamble and
articles 7 and 8.
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International Humanitarian Law framework
•
•

Geneva Convention III relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (1949) – Article
19 and 38, 72 and 125.
Geneva Convention IV relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
(1949) – Articles 24, 50, 94 and 108.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protocol 1 to the European Convention for the protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms (1952) – Article 2.
Revised European Social Charter (1996) – Part I, Articles 7, 10, 15 and Article 17.
European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (1992) – Article 8.
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (1995) – Articles
12-14.
European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers (1977) – Article 14.
Convention on the recognition of qualifications concerning higher education in the
European region (1997).
Recommendation on ensuring quality education (2012).
Recommendation on the education of Roma/Gypsy children in Europe (2000).
Recommendation on the education of Roma and Travelers in Europe (2009).
Recommendation on the public responsibility for higher education and research
(2007).
Recommendation on gender mainstreaming in education (2007).
Recommendation on the Council of Europe Charter on Education for Democratic
Citizenship and Human Rights Education (2010).

Declarations, Recommendations and other Instruments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lima Declaration on Academic Freedom and Autonomy of Institutions of Higher
Education (1988).
World Declaration on Education for All (1990).
Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities (1992) - Article 4.
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (1993), Part I, para 33 and Part II, para
80.
Plan of Action for the UN Decade for Human Rights Education 1995-2004 (1996).
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007) – Articles 14-17 and 21.
Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training (2011).
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ANNEX 2
Timeline of Repression Against Turkish Academics
•
•

ANNEX 2

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

August 23, 2016 - Afyon Kocatepe University (AKÜ) dismissed 25 of its personnel,
including 22 academics.
August 23, 2016 - 29 academics and staff members from the state-run İzmir Katip
Çelebi University were arrested.
August 25, 2016 - 13 academics from Bartın and Pamukkale universities were detained.
August 26, 2016 - 92 academics from Isparta Süleyman Demirel University (SDU) and
62 from Adıyaman University were suspended.
August 29, 2016 - 36 academics and 4 university staff of the Atatürk University were
detained.
September 1, 2016 – 2,346 academics from 93 Universities were dismissed.
September 3, 2016 - 15 academics arrested from Hatay Mustafa Kemal University.
September 8,2016 - 25 individuals were arrested, including faculty members and
personnel at Malatya İnönü University.
September 12, 2016 - 9 academics were arrested in Konya.
September 16, 2016 - 12 academics from Erzincan University were detained.
September 28, 2016 - 7 academics were detained in Çorum and Trabzon provinces.
September 30, 2016 - 90 academics from Gaziantep University were detained.
October 2, 2016 - 15 academics from Ege University were detained over the use of
ByLock application.
October 5, 2016 - 6 academics from Karadeniz Technical University (KTÜ) were
arrested over the use of ByLock application.
October 20, 2016 - 46 staff members of Aksaray University (Central Turkey), including
the university’s former rector were detained.
October 25, 2016 - 29 academics and university personnel from Canik Başarı University
were arrested over coup charges.
October 26, 2016 - 30 academics and students from İzmir Dokuz Eylül University were
detained.
November 2, 2016 - Detention warrants were issued for 137 academics.
November 3, 2016 - 40 academics from Marmara University were detained over
ByLock use.
November 18, 2016 - 70 academics were detained at Yıldız Teknik University.
November 22, 2016 - 242 academic personnel from 21 universities and 1,100 members
of the Higher Education Council (Yükseköğretim Kurulu, YÖK) were dismissed.
December 1, 2016 - 45 academics were detained simultaneously in Karabük, Isparta
and Kocaeli provinces.
December 6, 2016 - 14 academics, including professors, associate professors and
research assistants from İstanbul’s Yıldız Teknik University were arrested.
December 10, 2016 - 51 academics from İstanbul University were detained.
December 13, 2016 - 21 academics from Alaaddin Keykubat University in Alanya were
detained after the police raided their homes.
December 15, 2016 - 7 academics at Yıldız Teknik University were arrested over Gülen
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links.
In İzmir prosecutors sought a sentence between five to ten-years imprisonment for
social scientist İştar Gözaydın on terror charges. The indictment cited her job at Gediz
University, her appearance on TV programs on the now-closed-down Samanyolu TV
and Can Erzincan TV, and her having a bank account at Bank Asya, as evidence of her
membership to a terror organization.
December 31, 2016 – twenty-six (26) academics and university personnel from Eskişehir
Osmangazi University (ESOGÜ) were arrested on coup charges.
January 3, 2017 – twenty-two (22) academics were dismissed from R.T. Erdoğan
University.
January 6, 2017 - 649 academics were dismissed from different universities across Turkey
pursuant to the Decree-Law issued on January 6, 2017.
January 20, 2017 - 19 individuals from Gaziosmanpaşa University, including academics
were detained in the central province of Tokat over alleged links to the Gülen movement.
January 20, 2017 - Turkish prosecutors issued detention warrants for 37 academics at
İstanbul Technical University (İTÜ), over alleged links to the Gülen movement.
On January 24, 2017, an İstanbul prosecutor sought a 15-year sentence for each of
83 academics from Yıldız Technical University for alleged membership of Hizmet
Movement.
January 25, 2017 – Seven academics (C.K, D.H, E.G, İ.Y, M.A, İ.H.K. and M.A.) were
detained in Bursa on charges of using ByLock.
On Feb. 3, Suay Karaman, an academic at Gazi University in Ankara and the general secretary of the Association of Academic Staff (TÜMÖD), was sentenced to 11 months, 20
days in prison, for an alleged insult to President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.
February 5, 2017 - Former assistant professor at Istanbul University’s faculty of engineering (E.Ö.) was detained along with his family in Turkey’s border town of Meriç as
they were attempting to flee to Greece.
February 7, 2017 - 22 out of 28 administrative and academic staff members from İstanbul
Technical University (İTÜ) were arrested due to alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
February 10, 2017, at least 11 individuals, including university professors, were detained
after police used pressurized water and pepper spray to disperse a group of protesters at
Ankara University. The group gathered in front of Ankara University to protest the most
recent government decree dismissing 330 academics over coup charges.
Academic Betül Havva Aymaz, dismissed from her position as part of a government purge
following the attempted coup, was stuck in Germany because the Turkish government
cancelled her passport on the grounds that a warrant was issued for her detention in
Turkey. Aymaz announced her intention to hold peaceful sit-in everyday between 12 a.m.1 p.m. in German city of Tübingen to protest her dismissal.
February 13, 2017 - Turkish police detained ten students of Kocaeli University as
they were urging the public to vote against the executive presidency in the upcoming
referendum held on April 16, 2017.
February 18, 2017 - President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan stated that academics must also pay
the price of their mistakes just as others: “If politicians, bureaucrats and technocrats must
pay the price for the crimes they committed, shouldn’t professors, assistant professors
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and doctors pay, too? No offense! If they are part of efforts to divide my country, if they
are linked with ‘FETÖ’ or the PKK [Kurdistan Workers’ Party] of course they have to
pay a price. In such cases whatever is legally necessary must be done. No one should be
uncomfortable with this.”
February 16, 2017 - four academics from the Rize-based Recep Tayyip Erdoğan University were detained for their alleged use of ByLock, a messaging phone application.
February 18, 2017 - seven academics who were earlier dismissed from Sakarya University were arrested over their use of ByLock messaging phone application.
February 24, 2017 - Mehmet Fatih Traş, a research assistant at Çukurova University in
the southern province of Adana in Turkey, committed suicide on Friday evening in his
home after he was fired from his job at the university.
February 27, 2017 - Mustafa Sadık Akdağ, a 34-year-old assistant professor at the Faculty of Dentistry at the Ordu University in Turkey’s Black Sea region committed suicide
because of the psychological trauma for being under investigation due to alleged links to
the Hizmet Movement.
March 3, 2017 - Turkey’s Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Faruk Özlü
announced that a total of 1,846 employees (out of around 4,500) were dismissed from
the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBİTAK) due to their
alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
March 3, 2017 - Twelve academics and staff from Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University were
detained over their perceived links to the Hizmet Movement.
March 6, 2017 - Ninety-five individuals were detained across Turkey for their alleged ties
to the Hizmet Movement, including 11 academics in provinces of İzmir, Giresun, Balıkesir, Edirne, Erzincan, Siirt and Kilis.
April 10, 2017 - An indictment prepared against 77 academics from the Bolu-based Abant
İzzet Baysal University (AIBU) sought up to 15 years imprisonment for 75 individuals
and up to 22 years for the remaining two.
April 19, 2017, at least 18 more Sütçü İmam University academics and personnel were
detained over alleged links to Hizmet Movement.
May 5, 2017 - Detention warrants were issued for 72 academics and staff of the now
closed Süleyman Şah University, as part of the crackdown against Hizmet Movement.
May 9, 2017 – Sixteen employees of the Eskisehir Osmangazi University (ESOGÜ) were
detained over alleged ties to the Hizmet Movement.
May 17, 2017 - Fourteen academics from Eskisehir Osmangazi University (ESOGÜ)
were detained over ties to the Hizmet Movement, including ESOGÜ’s deputy rector
(A.B.) and the deputy chief physician (A.K.).
May 24, 2017 - Turkish police detained tens of people during the protests staged in support of jailed academics Nuriye Gülmen and Semih Özakça, who are on hunger strike for
76 days, in İstanbul. Eleven individuals were detained in Kadıköy and twelve in Beşiktaş district.
May 30, 2017 - Twenty-seven academics previously expelled from the İzmir-based Eylül
University were detained over alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
June 2, 2017 - Dozens of academics and staff members including deputy rectors and professors of the Tekirdağ-based Namık Kemal University were detained due to their alleged
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ties to the Hizmet Movement.
June 8, 2017 – Forty-three people, including military personnel and academics were
arrested in the Erzurum province in two separate raids over their alleged links to the
Hizmet Movement. In addition, four other academics (Ç.Ş, M.G.K, M.A. and M.F.S.) of
Erciyes University were detained over the same charges. The former rector of Antalya’s
Akdeniz University, Professor Dr. İsrafil Kurtcephe was also detained over his alleged
links to the Hizmet Movement.
June 22, 2017 – Ten housewives and university students were detained in Kozlu, Kilimli
and Ereğli districts of Istanbul. Six academics including a rector from Namık Kemal
University in Tekirdağ were detained the same day over alleged links to the Hizmet
Movement.
June 27, 2017 - Six academics including Rector Osman Şimşek were detained at Namık
Kemal University in Tekirdağ due to alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
July 4, 2021 - Prosecutors issued detention warrants for a total of 105 individuals across
eight Turkish provinces for alleged use of ByLock messaging application. Detention
warrants concerned staff members technology companies such as Sürat Information
Technology Co., Türk Telekom, Turkish Airlines, the Scientific and Technological
Research Council of Turkey (TUBİTAK), Turkish defense industry manufacturer
Havelsan, former employees of Presidency of Telecommunication and Communication
(TIB).
September 11, 2017 - Prof. Dr. Mustafa Cüneyt Hoşcoşkun, the former Ege University
rector who dismissed 11 academics and allegedly suspended 39 students from the
university in the aftermath of the attempted coup, became himself a victim of Turkey’s
government crackdown against the Hizmet Movement. First dismissed on February 28,
2017, an arrest warrant was issued against Hoşcoşkun on September 11, 2017 over alleged
links to the Hizmet Movement.
November 8, 2017 - Detention warrants were issued against 19 academics and university
staff of the closed Selahaddin Eyyübi Üniversity, in Diyarbakır, Adıyaman, Bursa, Elazığ,
Erzurum, Gaziantep, İstanbul, Ankara, Kahramanmaraş and Malatya. They were accused
of alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
December 27, 2017 - Detention warrants were issued against 171 academics and former
personnel of the closed Fatih University over alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
Mass arrest operations carried out in 29 provinces across Turkey resulted in 54 arrests
(26 women and 28 men).
December 28, 2017 - detention warrants were issued against 23 academics and other staff
members of Hacettepe University of Ankara over alleged links to the Hizmet Movement.
January 8, 2018 - Detention warrants were issued against three Gaziantep-based academics.
January 10, 2018 – Turkish police detained academic Veysi Altındaş, a signatory of the
“Peace Declaration.”
February 23, 2018 - Three academics were sentenced on bogus terrorism charges for
signing the 2016 “Peace Declaration” calling for an end to state violence against Turkey’s
Kurds. They were the first to be convicted out of 148 academics facing charges over the
signature of the “Peace Declaration”. The three academics were also found guilty of
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using the media to spread “terrorist propaganda”.
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March 21, 2018 – The 2nd High Criminal Court in Turkey’s Kayseri province sentenced
Prof. Dr. Mahmut Dursun Mat140 to 10 years in prison on charges of “membership in
an armed terrorist organization.” 17 other defendands out of 21, including Melikşah
University general secretary Veli Demirci, deans, department heads, academics and staff,
were sentenced to prison terms ranging from six years, three months to 11 years and three
months, over their alleged links to Hizmet Movement.141

•

April 4, 2018 - Two prominent Turkish academics were sentenced by the İstanbul’s 32nd
and 14th High Criminal Court to one year, three months imprisonment on terrorism-

ANNEX 2

related charges for signing the 2016 peace petition calling for an end to state violence
against Turkey’s Kurds.
•

April 5, 2018 - Volkan Bayer, a research assistant at Osmangazi University in Eskişehir
province shot and killed four university employees142 who he accused of being members
of the Hizmet Movement. According to media outlets education faculty dean (Professor
Cemil Yücel) was the assailant’s primary target, but he was not present in his office at the
time of the attack.

•

April 9, 2018 – A court in İstanbul sentenced Associate Prof. Dr. Erhan Keleşoğlu, Research Fellow İrfan Emre Kovankaya and Assistant Prof. Dr. Sharo İbrahim Garip to one
year, three months for signing the 2016 peace petition.

•

May 12, 2018 – Sixty-four (64) academics and former staff members of the Denizli-based
Pamukkale University were sentenced to prison sentences ranging between 18 months
and nine years.

•

May 25, 2018 - Sixteen (16) academics from the prestigious İstanbul Technical
University (İTÜ) were sentenced to long prison terms over their alleged links to the
Hizmet Movement. Five academics were sentenced to six years, three months in prison,
while eight of them received 7,5 years in prison. Another academic was sentenced to four
years, two months imprisonment; while two others three years, one month and 15 days.
The court ruled to separate the trial for the remaining 19 academics in the same case.

•

May 28, 2018 – Fifty (50) individuals were detained across Turkey for their alleged links
to the Hizmet Movement, including 16 academics in the eastern province of Ağrı and
eleven (11) teachers and academics in Trabzon.

•

August 13, 2018 - Detention warrants were issued against fifteen (15) academics and staff
members from Ankara’s Hacettepe University over links to the Hizmet Movement.

•

October 25, 2018 - Sixteen (16) academics were detained in Ankara over alleged links to
the Hizmet Movement. February 7, 2019 - Three Turkish academics143 were sentenced in
İstanbul to one year three months imprisonment over bogus terrorism-related charges resulting from the signature of the 2016 peace petition calling for an end to state violence
against Turkey’s Kurds.

140

Last rector of Kayseri’s Melikşah University closed by a government decree
The court sentenced Veli Demirci to 11 years, three months, Onur Genç to eight years, nine months, Ceviz to seven years, six
months, Emirza, Vatansever and Bulut to six years, 10 months, and 15 days, and Eren, Yüzükırmızı, Güngör, Özbilen, Kalyoncu, Uyar,
Yılmaz, Köroğlu, Vapur and Umut Hazar to six years, three months in prison. Defendants Babayiğit, Yuvacı and Soylu were acquitted due
to lack of evidence
142
Mikail Yalçın, assistant dean of the education faculty; Fatih Özmutlu, secretary of education; research assistant Yasir Armağan;
and associate professor Serdar Çağlak
Academics Biriz Berksoy, İnci Özkan Kerestecioğlu and Canay Şahin
141

143
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February 22, 2019 - Twenty-seven academics were sentenced to a total of 57 years, 11
months and five days on charges of disseminating terrorist propaganda for signing the
Peace Declaration in 2016 calling for an end to counterterrorism operations in Turkey’s
Kurdish Southeast.
On December 19, 2019, İstanbul Şehir Üniversity’s 454 academics were dismissed, and
its operating license was revoked with a decision published in the Official Gazette with
the signature of President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on June 30, 2020.144

144

http://www.pervinkaplan.com/detay/universiteleri-taniyalim-istanbul-sehir-universitesi/7768
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Diplomas revoked with the Decree Law No. 673 – September 1, 2016
Decree Law No. 673 was published in the Official Gazette on September 1, 2016. With
the new decree, the diplomas from Hizmet schools abroad were cancelled. Also, the scholarship of 158 students studying abroad was also cancelled because of their alleged affiliation
with or link to the Hizmet/Gülen Movement. These students were accused of being a member of an armed terrorist organization, considered as a threat to national security, and dismissed from studentship.
As of September 1, 2016, the list of those who have been dismissed from both their diploma and studentship is as follows:145

145

Diplomas revoked with the Decree Law No. 673 – September 1, 2016 https://www.karar.com/673-sayili-khk-ile-diplomasi-iptal-olanlar1-eylul-1504134
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ANNEX 4
Declaration of Boğaziçi University students (January 4, 2021)146
“As done in 2016, with a bolt-from-the-blue decision taken during a midnight, we confront
the situation of an appointed rector. Until 2016, our university elected its own rector with democratic elections, which had been an important part of our societal culture. Nonetheless, after
2016, anti-democratically appointed trustee rectors started to get in charge. Even further, it is
the first time for an academic outside of the Boğaziçi Community to be appointed as a rector,
since the 1980s military regime era. This is yet another instance of the anti-democratic practices
that have cancelled the rectorate elections since 2016.”
Universities are the factories of ideas and science in our countries. They are crown jewels
when it comes to free thought. And academic autonomy is a necessity for the sustainability of
those institutions. The academy is superior to the ideologies and the politics. However, this appointment, made in defiance of the will and the freedom of the university community, is a completely political move. We, as the Boğaziçi students, by virtue of the principals and the elements
of our university, defend that the autonomy of our university be achieved by holding a democratic rector election, which is run completely by the university members; instead of an academic
appointed out of the sky, regardless of their personality and their background. Heartbreakingly,
we observe that the antidemocratic practices harm our university. In order to minimize the damages, we would like to repeat our commitment with the Academic Principles, approved by the
University Senate in 2012:
1. It is essential for the scientific and social progress that the universities be free from any
kinds of influence of a person nor an institution, and not be used as a medium of policy.
2. For the sake of the autonomy of the university, it is imperative that the decision-making
bodies be formed by the democratically elected committees and the academic administrators. The academic administrators such as but not limited to the rector, the deans, the
directors of institutions, the directors of college and the department heads can be only
appointed as a result of a democratic election by the university community, instead of
an appointment.
3. As academic and constitutional autonomous institutions, it is imperative that the university academics and/or related university bodies decide on the academic programs and
the research policies, for the prerequisite of freedom and creativity.
As the members of the Boğaziçi Community, our main issue is beyond the academic background and the personal stance of Melih Bulu. The issue is about academic autonomy, intellectual liberty and a democracy above the personalities. And the solution to this issue is determination of the university related decisions, by the university itself. That is why, we once again state:
We do not accept this intervention against the autonomous decision-making mechanism,
the democratic principles, the freedom of thought of our university. We do not want a trustee
rector and we do not back away. Our demands are as follows:
• We demand the resignation of all trustee rectors of the universities, and the democratic
re-election of rectors for those universities.
• We invite all the student fellows from the other universities and our alumni to unite for
this democratic necessity.
We do not accept, we do not back away!			
Boğaziçi University Students”
146

https://progressive.international/wire/2021-01-07-bogazici-university-protests-academic-freedom-versus-recep-erdogan/en
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Interview Questions
1. Tell us about your educational background? What are your educational and career goals?
2. What is your opinion about academic freedom in universities? Please explain
85 attempt in Tur3. What has changed in your personal and academic life after the failed coup
key?
4. Are you detained, arrested, physically or psychologically tortured or ill-treated following
the failed coup of July 15, 2016? Please describe the event(s) and the incident(s).
5. Do you believe that your right to education is violated or denied? If yes, by whom? Why?
Please describe.
6. Has the educational institution (school, university, dormitory) where you studied been
closed by the government? For this reason, have you been subjected to profiling, marginalization, targeting, cultural and social segregation and accusation?
7. Have you been transferred to another educational institution because the educational institution (school, university, dormitory) you studied was closed by the government? How
did this process affect your education, psychological and social life?
8. Have you been subject to discrimination or punished by the students/faculty/administration at the university? If yes, please explain by whom and the circumstances.
9. Did you or your siblings experienced any discrimination, stigmatization, and/or bullying
from peers or teachers? Please explain how.
10. Did any of your friends committed suicide or died because of bullying by classmates and/
or lecturers over alleged links to any social group?
11. Did the government cancel (deny) to you or someone you know any benefit? Social security? Healthcare? Scholarship? Other benefits? If yes, please describe.
12. Do you have a passport? Has your passport ever been cancelled? Can you study abroad?
If not, why not?
13. Did you or your parents have to leave Turkey after July 2016? Explain why?
14. Are you deprived of your family environment? Where and who are you living with?
15. Do you think you have adequate standard of living? Social, Financial, and Psychological
well-being?
16. Do you have any disability or special needs that affect your access to education?
17. Did you find any opportunity for internship or job after graduation? If not, please explain
why?
18. Are there any people in your family who were dismissed, detained, arrested, or imprisoned because of their links to any social group(s)? How was your academic life affected
by this? Please describe.
19. Are there any people from your social environment (relatives, friends, teachers, etc.) who
were dismissed, detained, arrested, or imprisoned because of their connection with any
social group(s)?
20. What should be done, in your opinion, to improve the higher education system in Turkey?
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Reflections on Obligations and Violations
1) Article 13 (1): Aims and objectives of education
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, education shall be directed to
the “human’s dignity”, enable all persons to participate effectively in a “free society”, and
promote understanding among all “ethnic groups”, as well as nations and racial and “religious groups”.
Do you think that the Turkish government ensures that education respects
your dignity and helps you participate effectively in a free society without any
discrimination?
2) Article 13 (2): The right to receive an education
Education shall be available, accessible, acceptable, and adaptable to all citizens and
meet the needs of students within their diverse social and cultural settings regardless of any
discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, or socio-economic backgrounds.
Do you think that the Turkish government ensures that all students enjoy the
right to education without any discrimination?
3) General Legal Obligations
The state has immediate obligations to guarantee that the right to education will be exercised without discrimination of any kind and to take steps towards the full realization of the
right to education. The state is obliged to respect, protect, and fulfil the right to education,
like all human rights.
Do you think that your right to education is guaranteed, respected, protected, and fulfilled by the Turkish authorities?
4) Constitutional Legal Obligations
Pursuant to Article 42 of the Constitution, the State will further provide scholarships and
other means of assistance to enable students of merit lacking financial means to continue
their education and will adopt measures of rehabilitation for persons in need of special education.
Did you or your friends lose your scholarship and other means of assistance
due to alleged links to a social group? If yes, please describe.
5) International Agreements and Obligations
As a state party to international treaties, Turkey is obliged to protect and promote freedom of thought, expression, and association, all of ideas at the heart of academic freedom.”
Have academics or students been accused of having links to or being a member of a terrorist organization for exercising their right to freedom of thought, expression, and association? Were they suspended or expelled or arrested and sentenced for these allegations? If yes, please explain.
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