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RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN TURKEY

Following the Attempted Coup of July 2016 
The decline of democratic values and the erosion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Turkey in recent years was followed by an increasing discrimination against 
persons with disabilities, on two or more prohibited grounds. 

1. https://turkeypurge.com/2000-visually-impaired-people-among-those-dismissed-in-turkeys-post-coup-purge-amnesty-intl
2. See for example: https://turkeypurge.com/government-cuts-o!-funds-for-disabled-child-over-fathers-gulen-links. 
3. See for example: https://turkeypurge.com/autistic-children-le"t-unattended-as-teacher-parents-under-arrest-over-alleged-

coup-links. https://turkeypurge.com/mother-with-disabled-son-daughter-detained-over-alleged-coup-involvement. 
4. https://turkeypurge.com/even-disabled-son-was-arrested-in-bylock-operation-woman-decries-witch-hunt. 
5. For more see: https://turkeypurge.com/13-health-clinics-2-disability-associations-shuttered-in-new-govt-decree. 
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In particular in the a"termath of the attempted coup of July 15, 2016, persons with disabilities 
have become subject to an unprecedented and wholesale attack, aimed at suppressing all 
dissent among them, real or not. Among the most deplorable in the long list of violations and 
abuses in the post-coup Turkey are the extensive punitive measures against persons with 
disabilities and their family members - detained, arrested or dismissed over their alleged 
links to the Hizmet Movement, in flagrant breach of the obligations of Turkey under the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

Among over 160,000 civil servants and other professionals arbitrarily dismissed following the 
attempted coup of July 15, 2016, it is estimated that there are at least 2,000 visually impaired 
individuals.1 Along with their families, visually impaired dismissed o#cials have also lost 
housing and health care benefits connected to their jobs. 

Disability allowance for children belonging to individuals accused of links to the Hizmet 
Movement are regularly cut o!,2 and children with disabilities are sometimes denied the right 
to a family environment and le"t unattended a"ter their parents are arrested.3 To the dismay 
of the concerned families and the broader public, disabled persons have themselves been 
routinely taken into custody for alleged involvement in the attempted coup.4 In addition to 
the above devastating measures, health clinics and associations assisting disabled persons 
are among those shut down by decree-laws, on alleged links to the attempted coup.5  

Disability rights are human rights. As a State party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD), the Republic of Turkey should take all the necessary steps towards 
meeting the essential needs and promote the protection, safety and respect for the dignity 
of all persons with disabilities. They are entitled to equal access, without discrimination of 
any form, to opportunities to contribute to, and share in, the benefits of social and economic 
progress, free of torture, ill-treatment and arbitrary detention and arrest. 
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I Introduction and Background

The Republic of Turkey signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (herea!ter CRPD) on March 30, 2007 and completed relevant domestic ratification 
procedures on May 27, 2009. The CRPD entered into force in Turkey on September 28, 2009. 
The Optional Protocol to the CRPD was signed by Turkey on September 28, 2009, followed 
by its ratification on March 26, 2015.

6. Amendments of the Law No. 5378 of (2005).
7. See also Concluding observations on the initial report of Turkey on the implementation of the CRPD, para 4. Available at: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD%2fC%2fTUR%2fCO%2f1&Lang=en
8. The events related to the attempted coup began at 7:29 p.m. in the evening of July 15, 2016.
9. The faction called themselves the “Peace at Home Council”. 
10. Committee against Torture, Concluding observations on the fourth periodic report of Turkey, Addendum Information received 
from Turkey on follow-up to the concluding observations (CAT/C/TUR/CO/4/Add.1), November 8, 2016, para 61.
11. The state of emergency was extended seven times before being o#cially li"ted on July 19, 2018. 
12. For more statistics see also https://turkeypurge.com.
13. Turkish Ministry of Justice statistics as of March 2019. See for more:  http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/turkiye/1276109/
iste_yargidaki_FETO_bilancosu.html. 
14. According to o#cial data (Turkish Interior Ministry): 55,665 were jailed, 234,419 passports revoked since coup attempt, 
available at: https://turkeypurge.com/turkish-interior-minister-55665-jailed-234419-passports-revoked-since-coup-attempt. 

The ratification of the CRPD in 2009 led to mainly tangible legislative reforms, including 
amendments to the Constitution in 2010 which, inter alia, provide for a#rmative measures 
for persons with disabilities; the 2014 amendments to the Turkish Disability Act6 defining 
disability-based discrimination and reasonable accommodation; and finally, amendments 
to eighty-seven (87) laws and nine decrees to eliminate derogatory terminology as regards 
persons with disabilities.7  

In the late hours of July 15, 20168, a small faction of the Turkish Armed Forces9 attempted a 
military coup to overthrow the Government of Turkey. Two hundred fi"ty-one (251) people were 
killed and more than 2,000 were injured during the attempt.10 On July 20, 2016, the Turkish 
Parliament approved the declaration of the state of emergency. Initially meant to last only 
ninety days, the state of emergency was only li"ted two years following the attempted coup.11

In the a"termath of the attempted coup, the Government of Turkey began an unprecedented 
purge targeting perceived political opponents from all walks of life. The crackdown on dissent 
is still ongoing, with measures introduced under the umbrella of the state of emergency and 
post-state of emergency, severely limiting individual rights and liberties and fundamentally 
compromising judicial independence and the rule of law. 

Since July 2016, more than 160,000 civil servants have been arbitrarily dismissed, more than 
217,971 are taken into custody and over 96,885 are now arrested on terrorism-related grounds.12 
A total of 500,650 individuals have been investigated over real and alleged links to the Hizmet 
Movement, including 2,060 children.13 From July 2016 to December 2017, the Turkish authorities 
revoked 234,419 passports.14
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Documented human rights and other violations in the a"termath of the attempted coup in Turkey 
include arbitrary killings, suspicious deaths of persons in custody, enforced disappearances, arbitrary 
arrest and detention, torture and ill-treatment, violence against women and children, severe 
restriction of freedoms of expression, assembly and association, arbitrary closure of media outlets 
and civil society organizations, blocking websites and content, arbitrary deprivation of nationality 
and heavy restrictions on the freedom of movement. 

The decline of democratic values and the erosion of human rights and fundamental freedoms has 
unfortunately severely impacted persons with disabilities in Turkey, subject to discrimination on two 
or more prohibited grounds; a situation which has only continued to deteriorate. 

B. Scope of the Policy Brief 
The present Policy Brief focuses on the discrimination and the widespread and systematic human 
rights violations against persons with disabilities in Turkey, based on perceived political and other 
opinion, in particular in the a!termath of the attempted coup of July 16, 2016. The Policy Brief 
outlines serious concerns that persons with disabilities have been disproportionally and arbitrarily 
targeted a!ter July 2016, over alleged links to the attempted coup and membership in terrorist 
organizations. 

The present Policy Brief is intended to inform the work of the United Nations human rights system, 
in particular the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Right of everyone to the Enjoyment of the Highest Attainable Standard of Physical 
and Mental Health. The Policy Brief highlights areas of utmost concern in the Republic of Turkey and 
intends to contribute to the work of relevant organs of the UN human rights system, in raising these 
important issues under the respective UN mandates with the Government of the Republic of Turkey, 
through Joint Allegation Letters or other relevant procedures. 

The Policy Brief aims at assisting the relevant procedures of the United Nations in their e!orts 
towards ensuring compliance by Turkey with its obligations under international law, including the 
implementation of the CRPD and other obligations under domestic law, without delay. The patterns 
emerging from the human rights violations against persons with disabilities in Turkey are drawn 
from the detailed analysis of the information submitted by disabled persons, victims of arbitrary 
detention and arrest, their family members or legal representatives. 

The Policy Brief does not provide for the use of its findings for a purpose other than those mentioned 
above and to the extent that enforcement of national and international law is lacking, further inquiry 
is warranted. 
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This Policy Brief is dra!ted by the Journalists and Writers Foundation based on information 
provided by the victims, their family members, lawyers, academics and information obtained 
through monitoring open sources, including print and broadcast media. 

Based on a detailed progressive 
knowledge of the human rights 
violations against persons with 
disabilities and the examination 
of cases from di"erent sources, 
the Journalists and Writers 
Foundation found the allegations 
described in Part V of the Policy 
Brief to be credible. In several 
cases, the Journalists and Writers 
Foundation decided not to reveal 
the identity of victims and the 
sources, in order to protect 
persons with disabilities against 
eventual reprisals for cooperating 
with civil society organizations. 

C. Methodology and Structure of the Policy Brief
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II Persons with Disabilities in Turkey

In December 2002, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK) in cooperation with the 
Presidency of Administration for Disabled People (OZIDA-now defunct) carried out a 
Turkey Disability Survey.

15. Initial report of Turkey on the implementation of the CRPD, contained in document CRPD/C/TUR/1, para 9. Available at 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=1251&Lang=en
16. The Washington Group (WG) Short Set is a set of questions designed to identify (in a census or survey format) people with a 
disability. See for more: http://www.washingtongroup-disability.com/washington-group-question-sets/short-set-of-disability-
questions
17. Initial report of Turkey on the implementation of the CRPD, contained in document CRPD/C/TUR/1, para 9. Available at: 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=1251&Lang=en

A person with disability in the survey was defined as a “Person unable to ensure by himself or 
herself, wholly or partly, the necessities of a normal individual and/or social life, as a result of 
deficiency, either congenital or not, in his or her physical capabilities”. The survey found that in 
2002, the proportion of disabled population to general population was 12.29%. Total disabled 
population corresponded to 8,4 million and the population distribution as per disability types 
were as follows; 9.7% chronic 
illnesses, 1.25% orthopaedical 
disabilities, 0.48% mental 
disabilities, 0.38 speech and 
language disorders, 0.37% 
hearing disabilities and 0.6% 
visual disabilities.15

Source: http://eski.bingol.edu.tr/media/225884/15TuRKiYE-oZuRLuLER-ARAsTiRMASi.pdf

One of the underlying problems as regards persons with disabilities concerns the lack of 
reliable, inclusive and up-to-date data. The last Turkey Disability Survey in 2002 did not apply 
scientific methods and as a result most of the results from the study are not supported by the 
other research data. The fact that the data are not reliable significantly prevents the dra"ting 
and implementing relevant short, medium or long-term plans and projects to improve and 
further protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities.

In 2011, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK) carried out a Turkey Population and Housing 
Survey across the country, which included a disability module, in accordance with the 
Washington Group criteria.16 As the Government of Turkey itself acknowledges in its initial 
State party report for the implementation of the CRPD,17 the results of 2002 Disability Survey 
that was prepared in line with a medical approach are not comparable to the results of 2011 
Population and Housing Census carried out in conformity with International Classification of 
Functioning Disability and Health (ICF) perspective. 
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In the above context, in its Concluding Observations on the initial report of Turkey (2019), the 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities expressed its concern that the national disability 
database does not cover all persons with disabilities, such as those with disabilities in institutions. 
The Committee further expressed its concern about the lack of regular data about the situation 
of persons with disabilities, disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location and other criteria, for 
identifying the barriers facing such persons in exercising their rights. The Committee was further 
concerned that civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, 
cannot participate in processes concerning statistics and data collection.18

In July 2020, a member of the Turkish Parliament, Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu and Assoc. Dr. Bayram 
Erzurumluoğlu presented a comprehensive report entitled “Social Costs of the State of Emergency,”19 
which details the ongoing plight of hundreds of thousands of victims since the attempted coup of 
July 2016. 

The findings of the report do not allow for any accurate assessment and statistics on the number of 
persons with disabilities subject to discrimination and human rights violations in the a"termath of 
the attempted coup of July 2016. The report however notes that while the overall ratio of the disabled 

18. Concluding observations on the initial report of Turkey, October 1, 2019 para 62. Contained in document CRPD/C/TUR/CO/1. 
Available at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=1251&Lang=en
19. See for more: https://www.tr724.com/1500-sayfalik-khk-raporu-sosyal-kirim-ve-sivil-olum/
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persons to the general population is 12.29%, the disabled persons participating in the study was only 
2.4%. Among relatives of victims who participated in the research, the rate of the disabled persons is 
1.6%; The rate of individuals without direct victimization is 3.6%. This is a clear indication, according 
to the report, that the entire population of persons with disabilities in Turkey is first discriminated 
against, as regards their employment opportunities. The report further concluded that the majority 
of the disabled persons in Turkey continue to encounter a myriad of di#culties and obstacles as 
regards recruitment, education, social and participation in political life, transportation, social access 
to services and activities.

The study concludes that the victims of the state of emergency have become subject to trauma, 
distress, stress and helplessness, as the state of emergency not only directly targets them, but also 
their family members, their children, unborn babies, disabled persons, the elderly, other dependents, 
close friends and relatives. The victimization according to the report has now reached such depths, 
that it is harming them psychologically.

The report further notes that there are no disaggregated data on the number of deaths among the 
victims of the State of Emergency, including disabled persons. Even though relevant data from social 
media and other sources indicate high prevalence, there are no o#cial records and no such category 
as “deaths due to emergency decree-laws.” It is undeniable however that the state of emergency 
regime has made life unlivable, separated families, le"t scores with no economic sources of income, 
caused starvation and desperation, social lynching and isolation. Research data from the study also 
show a large number of deaths and suicides as a direct result of the emergency laws. According to 
the findings of the report, death prevalence among the general population of victims of the State of 
Emergency seems to be much higher than the death average among persons with disabilities.
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III Discriminatory Legislation and Decree Laws During the State of Emergency

The Turkish Constitution (Article 10) provides for equality before the law. The Amendment of 
Article 90 of the Constitution in 2004 ensured that the Convention (CRPD) has precedence in 
case of a conflict with national law, thus making CRPD superior to national law in disability 
policy. The Constitutional Amendments to Articles 10 (Equality before the law) and 90 
(Ratification of international treaties) passed in 2004, and finally those to Article 10 of the 
Constitution in 2010 were all aiming at ensuring equality in legislation. 

Article 10 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey provides for equality before the law 
without distinction as to language, race, color, sex, political opinion, philosophical belief, 
religion and sect, or any such grounds. With the additions made to this paragraph on 
September 12, 2010, with the Act No. 5982, the Constitution of Turkey goes further in providing 
for a#rmative action as regards, inter alia, disabled persons. It specifically reads: “Measures to 
be taken for children, the elderly, disabled people, widows and orphans of martyrs as well as 
for the invalid and veterans shall not be considered as violation of the principle of equality.” 

Along legislative improvements, however, one major setback was experienced in 2014 with the 
enactment of the changes to the Turkish Criminal Code, namely the amendment of its Article 
122, adding the prong of “hatred” to the requirements of defining discrimination.

Until 2014, the 2004 Turkish Penal Code (TPC) provided in its Article 122 for criminal sanctions 
against discrimination, including based on disability. Article 122 provided for the following: 
Discrimination - “Any person who makes discrimination between individuals because of their 
racial, lingual, religious, sexual, political, philosophical belief or opinion, or for being supporters 

State of Emergency (OHAL) and Decree Laws (KHK) were used to label innocent people as „traitors” or „terrorists” 
and created unlivable conditions with serious economic di"culties, starvation, social lynching and isolation.
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20. Through Article 15 of the Law no. 6529 dated 2 March 2014, the title of “Discrimination” was amended to read “Hatred and 
Discrimination”.

of di!erent sects and therefore; a) Prevents sale, transfer of movable or immovable property, or 
performance of a service, or benefiting from a service, or bounds employment or unemployment of a 
person to above listed reasons, b) Refuses to deliver nutriments or to render a public service, c) Prevents 
a person to perform an ordinary economic activity, is sentenced to imprisonment from six months 
to one year or imposed punitive fine.” This provision however was revised with the amendments of 
February 14th, 2014, which required that an act of discrimination be considered a crime only if based 
on hatred. “(Hatred and Discrimination)20. Article 122 – (Amended on 2 March 2014 – By Article 15 of the 
Law no. 6529) (1) Any person who (a) Prevents the sale, transfer or rental of a movable or immovable 
property o!ered to the public, (b) Prevents a person from enjoying services o!ered to the public, (c) 
Prevents a person from being recruited for a job, (d) Prevents a person from undertaking an ordinary 
economic activity on the ground of hatred based on di!erences of language, race, nationality, color, 
gender, disability, political view, 
philosophical belief, religion 
or sect shall be sentenced to a 
penalty of imprisonment for a 
term of one year to three years.”

Persons with disabilities 
in Turkey have long faced 
many challenges, including 
physical barriers to access 
public facilities, ill-treatment, 
obstacles to be employed and 
continue work, and significant 
obstacles preventing them to 
receive social benefits. The 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) entitles persons with disabilities to social 
protection and financial assistance to prevent poverty, cover their needs for personal assistance and 
overcome the disabling impact. It also obliges States parties to recognize the right of persons with 
disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves and their families through, inter alia, 
appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right without discrimination on 
the basis of disability. 

Measures implemented under the state of emergency law decrees further exacerbated the already 
critical situation of the victims, in particular of persons with disabilities labelled as members or 
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sympathizers of the Hizmet Movement, liberals, nationalists, le"tists, or belong to the Kurdish or Alevi 
communities. The rights of persons with disabilities significantly deteriorated following the attempted 
coup of July 2016. Initially meant to last only ninety days, the state of emergency was extended seven 
times before being o#cially li"ted on July 18, 2018 - two-years a"ter the attempted coup. Thirty-two 
(32) arbitrary emergency decrees with a sweeping nature were issued during the state of emergency. 
Along with the constitutional amendments following the April 16, 2017 referendum and the June 
24, 2018 elections, the emergency decrees have already radically transformed Turkey and used to 
consolidate extraordinary powers vested with the President. 

Most of the measures introduced under the emergency decrees and important changes introduced 
to key pieces of legislation in Turkey, including criminal procedure law are not limited to the duration 
of the state of emergency. With many of the state of emergency measures remaining into force, the 
extraordinary presidential powers continuing to strip away fundamental rights and freedoms and the 
adoption (July 25, 2018) of the anti-terror law following the termination of a state of emergency in the 
country - the li"ting of the state of emergency is considered largely cosmetic. 

Similarly, while significant pieces of legislation in Turkey specifically prohibit (for example the Labour 
Law No. 4857) “discrimination based on language, race, sex, political opinion, philosophical belief, 
religion and sect or similar reasons in the employment relationship,” persons with disabilities are 
legally barred from becoming judges or prosecutors because of the restrictions provided for in the 
specific law. For the same reasons, provided for in specific laws, persons with disabilities are also 
barred from taking certain high-profile professions, such as diplomats, governors etc.
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IV The Attempted Coup and Violations Against Persons with Disabilities, 

Alleged Members of the Hizmet Movement
While the attempted coup of July 15, 2016 was still ongoing, the government accused the 
Hizmet Movement for orchestrating it and its real or perceived members or sympathizers for 
membership of a terrorist organization attempting to overthrow the government. Following 
the attempted coup, the Hizmet Movement stands accused for literally everything gone 
wrong in Turkey. 

Real members, sympathizers, perceived members of the Hizmet Movement, or even 
individuals who have criticized the Hizmet Movement in the past, stand now accused of 
membership to Hizmet Movement (claimed by the Government of Turkey as a terrorist 
organization), without any link between the membership and the prohibited status or 
activity alleged to have been perpetrated. 

Hundreds of individuals, including persons with disabilities are detained or arrested 
every week since July 2016, for allegedly being members or sympathizers of the Hizmet 
Movement. On November 20, 2019, the Minister of Interior of Turkey stated during his 
briefing before the Parliament that since the attempted coup the government investigated 
559,064 individuals for alleged links to the Hizmet/Gülen Movement. On July 15, 2020, on 
the fourth anniversary of the attempted coup, he announced that 282,790 individuals 
were detained and 94,975 arrested.21

Deaths: Hundreds of lives were lost in Turkish prisons due to denial of health services and necessary surgeries, 
lack of medical treatment and medicine, shortage of nutritious foods, and restrictions on basic health needs.

21. See for more: https://stockholmcf.org/turkey-has-detained-more-than-282000-arrested-94000-since-2016-failed-coup/
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Persons with disabilities have also been 
disproportionally targeted and are subject 
to unnecessary su!ering and punishment, 
following the July 15, 2016 attempted coup. 
Despite the government’s stated zero tolerance 
for torture policy, individuals detained and 
arrested as part of the government crackdown 
on the Hizmet Movement have been and 
continue to be systematically subjected to 
torture and ill-treatment, using methods 
firmly prohibited under international law.22 
Brutal interrogation techniques,23 including 
against persons with disabilities, have been 
documented, inside and outside police 
stations and other facilities, aimed at mainly 
extracting forced confessions or coercing 
detainees to incriminate others. 

State agents acting on behalf of the 
Government of the Republic of Turkey 
have imposed on persons with disabilities deprived of their liberty over bogus charges, unnecessary 
su!ering and humiliation, solitary confinement, incommunicado detention, denial of medical treatment 
and adequate nutrition – a situation which in itself amounts to torture and other cruel or degrading 
treatment or punishment. In addition to their impairment, persons with disabilities deprived of their 
liberty are constantly humiliated, embarrassed and su!er as a result great physical and mental anguish, 
seriously impairing their health situation. 

Thirteen health clinics and hospitals were closed down by the Turkish government with Decree-Laws 
689 and 690. The Ankara-based Physically Disabled Association and Denizli-based, Denizli Disability 
Association, were among the shut-down prominent associations protecting the rights of persons with 
disabilities. At the local level, a Kurdish-language audio library, established specifically for disabled 
children in 2014 was shut down a"ter the government seized the administration of the Diyarbakir 
Municipality over terror charges. All institutions that used to provide service in social and cultural fields 
were closed a"ter the government appointed trustees to the municipality. The employees working at 
such organizations were either dismissed or transferred to unrelated branches.24

22. http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/TUR/INT_CAT_NGS_TUR_25838_E.pdf. 
23. More details and statistics are available at the report by the JWF report, “Post-Coup Turkey: State of Emergency, Torture and 
Impunity,” October 2016. Available at http://jwf.org/jwf/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Torture-Report-in-Turkey-2017.pdf. 
24. See for more: https://turkeypurge.com/govt-trustee-shuts-kurdish-language-audio-library-disabled-children
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Article 16 (1) and (2) of the Law No. 5275 “On the execution of penalties and security measures” provides 
the following on the postponement of execution of sentences due to illness: “(1) The prison sentence 
of a convict who is mentally ill shall be postponed and the convict shall be placed under protection 
and treatment in the health institution specified in Article 57 of the Turkish Criminal Code until he is 
rehabilitated. The period of time spent in the health institution shall be deemed to have been spent in 
prison. (2) In any other case of illness, the execution of the prison sentence shall be continued in those 
parts of o#cial health institutions which are allocated for convicts. However, if the execution of the 
prison sentence even in this way presents an absolute danger for the life of the convict, its execution 
shall be postponed until he is cured.” 

Prison conditions in Turkey do not accommodate some disabilities and there is no independent reporting 
system to ensure that all detainees can report ill-treatment without fear of reprisals. Sometimes 
conditions of detention or arrest are so abhorrent as to in itself, and in combination with other factors, 
primarily their disability - they amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. Arbitrarily deprived 
of their liberty for long periods of time, the health of persons with disabilities is also under imminent 
threat and ongoing damage of a very grave nature, which can easily turn in several cases into a life-
threatening situation. In many instances therefore, as provided for in the respective chapters below, 
their situation continues to constitute a time-sensitive matter, and many have already lost their lives in 
situations that could have been easily prevented with necessary measures and proper treatment. 

25. The text of the law is available here: http://www.lawsturkey.com/law/the-law-on-the-execution-of-penalties-and-security-
measures-5275

Prison Conditions: Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu, a police o"cer expelled from his job by Decree laws, died in a solitary confinement 
cell in Gümüşhane Prison on August 29. The guards allegedly found him dead sitting on a plastic chair.
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According to the Human Rights Association (İHD), there are currently 1,605 sick prisoners in Turkish 
prisons, 604 of whom are critically ill. In the first eight months of 2020 alone, five (5) critically ill prisoners 
passed away because they were not released on time to receive proper medical treatment.26

Systematic Human Rights Violations and Other Deprivations
Through monitoring and its network of human rights defenders and disability rights organizations in 
Turkey, the author of the present Policy Paper has been able to conclusively document and determine 
the following widespread and systematic human rights violations and other deprivations against 
persons with disabilities subject to discrimination on two or more prohibitive grounds, in particular 
political or other opinion:

• Arbitrary detention, arrests, imprisonment, and dismissals from jobs
• Deaths due to lack of healthcare, torture, ill-treatment, insulting behavior, discrimination and 

hatred inside and outside of places of deprivation of liberty
• Cancellation of passports, freedom of movement and restrictions on travel abroad 
• Cancellation of social security, healthcare, employment, and retirement benefits 
• Denial and lack of health services, necessary surgeries, treatment, medicine, and basic health needs
• Extreme hardship and di#culties due to denial of daily needs 
• Denial of toilet, bathroom and hygiene needs 
• Denial of legal assistance, including during court proceedings and lack of access to counsel
• Restrictions of the right to information and communications with the outside world, including 

access to written and visual media, television, newspapers, magazines, publications and books for 
the visually impaired 

• Lack of glasses and hearing aid devices for persons with disabilities
• Extreme hardships for persons with mental disabilities 
• Wheelchair needs for persons with physical disabilities, crutches, walking sticks, etc. 
• Lack of medical treatment for disabled persons with serious illnesses, such as cancer 
• Extreme conditions for persons with disabilities in prolonged solitary confinement 
• Shortages of food and potable water 
• Unwarranted restrictions and di#culties in participating in prison programs and activities 
• Neglect and abuse of disabled persons by prison guards or/and other prisoners 
• Restrictions of religious rights for persons with disabilities
• Separation of disabled children from parents and family environment
• Leaving disabled children without protection and supervision by family members
• Closure of health clinics and associations that serve persons with disabilities
• Severe restriction on freedom of expression and opinion
• Violation of the right to freedom of assembly and association
• Legislative restrictions for state professions and jobs

26. See for more: https://stockholmcf.org/paralyzed-woman-sentenced-to-prison-on-alleged-terrorism-charges/
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• Suicides, traumas, distress, stress and helplessness; psychological, mental, and socio-emotional 
disorders

• Unlivable conditions, separated families, economic di#culties, starvation and desperation, social 
lynching and isolation

• Delaying and rejecting to issue medical reports
• Labeling as „traitors” or „terrorists”

The July 2020 comprehensive report entitled “Social Costs of the State of Emergency,”27 by the member 
of the Turkish Parliament, Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu and Assoc. Dr. Bayram Erzurumluoğlu included 
a short survey of the general public, whether disabled persons “deserve” what they are enduing under 
custody and prisons. 95.1% of all those interviewed responded that disabled persons do not deserve 
such treatment, while only 4.4% were of the view that their treatment was appropriate. 0.5% of those 
interviewed did not have any opinion on the matter.  

In this context, the report further noted that prison health boards are delaying and regularly rejecting 
to issue medical reports for disabled persons and those with life-threatening conditions. Persons with 
disabilities and life-threatening conditions are only released few days before their death, only to die at 
home. Unfortunately, such decisions, solely designed to make living conditions unbearable, amount to 
genocide. Therefore, according to the report, public o#cials making those decisions should be dismissed 
and promptly face justice. 

In the a"termath of the July 2016 attempted coup, provisions of the Decree Laws, administrative and 
practical actions by the Government of Turkey against those perceived as members or sympathizers of 
the Hizmet Movement, liberals, nationalists, le"tists, or belong to the Kurdish or Alevi communities, are 
at the very least discriminatory, arbitrary, and unjustified. 

In its Opinion on Emergency Decree Laws Nos. 667-676,28 adopted following the attempted coup of July 15, 
2016, the Venice Commission outlined the main concerns related to the current constitutional situation 
in Turkey among which pointing out the following discriminatory features that disproportionally a!ect, 
inter alia, persons with disabilities arbitrarily dismissed, detained or arrested over bogus terrorist-
related o!enses: 

• The Government implements its emergency powers through ad hominem legislation. 
In particular, tens of thousands of public servants were dismissed on the basis of the 
lists appended to the emergency decree laws. Such collective dismissals were not 
individualized, i.e. they did not refer to verifiable evidence related to each individual 
and described in the decisions.

27. See for more: https://www.tr724.com/1500-sayfalik-khk-raporu-sosyal-kirim-ve-sivil-olum/
28. Venice Commission, Opinion on emergency decree laws Nos 667-676 adopted following the failed coup of 15 July 2016, 109th 
Plenary Session (December 9-10, 2016), para 227. 
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• Basic rights of administrative due process of the public servants dismissed by the 
decree laws have not been respected. 

• Collective dismissals [of public servants] have been ordered because of the alleged 
connections to the Gülen Movement or other organizations considered “terrorist”, but 
this concept was loosely defined and did not require a meaningful connection with 
such organizations (i.e. such connection which may objectively cast serious doubt in 
the loyalty of the public servant). 

• Some of the measures associated with the dismissals unduly penalized family 
members of the dismissed public servants. 

• Collective dismissals “by lists” attached to the decree laws (and similar measures) 
appear to have arbitrarily deprived thousands of people of judicial review of their 
dismissals. 

Even though there are no o#cial disaggregated data on the number of people with disabilities 
dismissed in the a"termath of the attempted coup, based on observations made by civil society 
organizations, it is estimated that there are at least 2,000 disabled persons among over 160,000 
civil servants and other professionals arbitrarily dismissed following the attempted coup of July 
15, 2016.29 On December 22, 2016, in response to CHP Istanbul deputy Sezgin Tanrikulu’s question, 
Turkey’s Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag stated that there were 581 disabled convicts and detainees 
with disabilities in 370 prisons across Turkey, as of October 3, 2016.30 In 2019 Journalist and writer 
Mehmet Akkaya criticized the government for not conducting any research about persons with 
disabilities in 17 years since the 2002 Turkey Disability Survey.31

According to the Alternative Report on Disability Rights in Turkey by Equal Rights Watch Foundation, 
the Law No. 5275 on the Execution of Penalties and Security Measures allows the disabled and seriously 
ill-patients to postpone their sentences or send them to full-fledged health institutions. However, in 
practice, individuals with such serious illnesses or disabilities continue to be kept in the sick wards 
of prisons instead of hospitals.32

According to the data by Human Rights Association, there were 402 seriously ill prisoners in Turkey 
as of March 2019. Some of these people could not continue their daily lives on their own. Again, 
according to the same data, 3,500 sick prisoners lost their lives in prisons in the last 17 years.33

29. See for example Confederation of Public Employees’ Trade Unions (KESK), The Regime of State of Emergency and Decree Laws: 
Dismissals Council (Ankara, Turkey: April 2017), page 141. Available at http://www.kesk.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/OHAL-
KHKrejimi_ihracKurultayi.pdf.
30. https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/adalet-bakani-bozdag-cezaevlerindeki-engelli-mahkum-sayisini-acikladi-649392
31. https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/17-yildir-engelli-arastirmasi-yapilmadi-mehmet-akkaya-kose-yazilari-mart-2019
32. https://www.esithaklar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ESHID-Engelli-Hakları-Komitesi-Gölge-Rapor.pdf
33. ibid.



20

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN TURKEY

34. See https://turkeypurge.com/3-year-old-child-with-fever-denied-treatment-as-father-under-arrest-over-gulen-links. 
35. In Turkish: Kamu Emekçileri Sendikaları Konfederasyonu (KESK).
36. Confederation of Public Employees’ Trade Unions (KESK), The Regime of State of Emergency and Decree Laws: Dismissals 
Council (Ankara, Turkey: April 2017), page 158. Available at http://www.kesk.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/OHAL-KHKrejimi_
ihracKurultayi.pdf.

Following the attempted coup, state agencies responsible for administering social support programs 
engaged in extensive discrimination against persons with disabilities. Due to the stigma of being 
branded “terrorists” under the Decree-Laws many, if not all, disabled persons have not been able 
to find any work at all and have lost housing healthcare and other benefits. Dismissed public sector 
employees, including disabled persons, have been also prevented from seeking employment abroad, 
as the decrees also require the cancelation of their passports. 

Family members of the disabled persons unlawfully dismissed from their positions face unnecessary 
precarious economic circumstances. In particular, the well-being and the future of children in those 
families is significantly and irreversibly impacted, in the most negative manner. The government has 
cut o! disability and social benefits to spouses or children of parents detained or arrested over alleged 
links to the Hizmet Movement. 
Children of individuals perceived 
close to the Hizmet Movement 
are also denied health care in 
hospitals and health centers.34

Pursuant to a 2017 study carried 
out by the Confederation of 
Public Employees’ Trade Unions 
(KESK)35  78% of the total number 
of dismissed persons with 
disabilities have also dependent 
children.”36 Therefore, the future 
and wellbeing of tens of thousands of children are adversely and unlawfully impacted by legal, 
administrative and practical measures introduced under the decree laws.

Finally, by severing disability pensions, the government has made sure that economic and social 
distress faced by disabled persons perceived members of the Hizmet Movement, liberals, nationalists, 
le"tists, or belong to the Kurdish or Alevi communities, continue indefinitely. These deep economic 
issues faced by disabled persons, have ultimately resulted in broken traditional bonds within 
respective families.
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rt 
V Cases Based on Interviews with Victims

Since July 2016 and in the course of dra!ting the present Policy Paper, the author collected 
evidence on cases illustrating the plight of persons with disabilities in Turkey. Based on 
interviews with the victims and/or their close relatives, this Policy Brief looks in detail 
at ten (10) cases in which the persons with serious disabilities have been subject to 
torture, ill-treatment, detention, arrest, arbitrary dismissal, social exclusion and other 
deprivations of rights, because of their alleged links to the Hizmet Movement, liberals, 
nationalists, le!tists, or belong to the Kurdish or Alevi communities. 

The author carefully examined and found the allegations listed consistent and credible. 
Elements of the cases listed were also corroborated with information from at least 
another source. 

The author of the present Policy Brief is grateful to all persons with disabilities and their family 
members (many times disabled as well), who contributed with their stories in facilitating the 
dra"ting of the brief. Their accounts have all helped the author to draw relevant conclusions 
and make recommendations to address this increasingly important issue. 

They all enthusiastically expressed readiness to tell their stories, with the hope that 
their accounts would help improve the situation facing the persons with disabilities in 
Turkey.  Even though almost every victim agreed to have their names disclosed, following 
a thorough analysis, the author decided to withheld names of the victims interviewed and 
other relevant information, such as dates, times, place of detention and profession, to 
protect them and their families against possible reprisals. Where persons with disabilities 
or their family members did not want any identifying information included, because of fear 
of reprisals – a decision was made to omit that particular case from the present Brief.

The cases listed in the present chapter represent only a fraction of the credible cases received 
by the author or reported in the written or visual media on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
They are illustrative of a much broader pattern of the government’s assault against persons 
with disabilities, who are perceived as members or sympathizers of the Hizmet Movement, 
liberals, nationalists, le"tists, or belong to the Kurdish or Alevi communities. While mapping 
the full extent of human rights violations by the Turkish government against persons with 
disabilities in Turkey on two or more discriminatory grounds remains very di#cult; these 
matters certainly warrant a constant and closer consideration.
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CASE 1
• Victim: K. A. [name withheld]
• Disability: 68% disability, amputation, hip degeneration, coronary angiography and 

herniated disk surgery, risk of being paralyzed, hypertension, atherosclerotic heart 
disease and low urine specific gravity.

• Occupation: Teacher, Educator, Consultant

The case of K.A., a 65-year-old amputee, is illustrative and encompasses the discrimination and the 
extensive su!ering of persons with disabilities in Turkey, based on their perceived links to the Hizmet 
Movement. 

K.A. was arbitrarily detained in Ankara on December 11, 2015 and immediately transferred to Sincan 
F1 Maximum Security Prison, for allegedly attempting to violate the provisions of the Turkish 
constitution and overthrow the Turkish government, for which he faced two life sentences and 132 
years imprisonment. The bogus allegations against K.A. also included establishing and leading an 
armed terror organization, political and military espionage, unlawfully seizing personal data, white 
collar fraud, embezzlement, forgery of o#cial documents within the scope of terrorist activities, and 
money laundering.  

K.A. health situation includes very serious conditions, including amputation, hip degeneration, coronary 
angiography and herniated disk surgery, risk of being paralyzed, hypertension, atherosclerotic heart 
disease and low urine specific gravity. His disability is medically assessed to be around 68%. His 
extremely poor health condition and disabilities are exacerbated by the conditions of detention and 
his old age.

A"ter being detained, K.A. was placed in a prison cell with a squat toilet which he could not use 
due to his disability. A"ter some pressure from my clients’ family and social media, prison o#cials 
transferred him to a cell with a toilet seat. He shared this cell with three inmates, all of them have 
voluntarily helped him with his daily needs and chores in turns, to shower, clean, wash his clothes, 
and to get him in and out of bed. Since he needs to take o! his prosthetic leg when he showers, he 
faces a significant risk of falling and hurting himself with just one leg. This is why he needs someone 
to constantly help him. 

Following his arrest, K.A. applied to an Ankara Hospital to make a finding that prison conditions were 
not suitable to his health conditions. A"ter around four months of “evaluation”, he was shocked to note 
that the assessment report outlined that, “There is no need for a sentence postponement.” Adding 
insult to injury, because of his perceived links to the Hizmet Movement, in the end of 2017 prison 
o#cials presented him a document outlining their decision to place him in solitary confinement, 
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without any evidence to support their claim or any explanation as to what triggered such a decision. The 
only explanation made was a copy-paste of article 76 of the Regulation on the Enforcement of Penalty 
and Security Measures. According to this regulation, K.A. was now a “dangerous prisoner”. Under section 1 
of the article, a “dangerous prisoner” is - “a prisoner who is a serious risk to society, or there is evidence 
or serious indications that the prisoner will violate the institution’s security and order, according to the 
nature of the crime and the way it was committed.” There is not even one crime he had committed or 
a disciplinary penalty that he has been given for the two years before this decision. How was it even 
possible for an old and disabled person like K.A. who has serious health conditions and cannot even go 
to the toilet without assistance, violate the security and order of a maximum-security prison? 

In solitary confinement, K.A. was undergoing psychological and physical torture. Since he was le"t on 
his own, his blood pressure was constantly increasing, and he was taking sublingual pills to stabilize 
his condition. The violations taking place during his time in solitary confinement since the end of 2017 
included the following:

• All inmates in his cell were relocated and K.A. - who cannot even go to the bathroom 
without assistance from others - was le"t alone. 

• A sign reading “Dangerous Prisoner” was hung on the cell door of K.A.
• His cell was infected with bugs and had constantly a bad odor, because he was unable 

physically to clean his room without assistance.
• His right to access television and newspapers was totally restricted by prison authorities.
• K.A. could leave the cell for only one hour during the day. This is still indoors and not 

outside to be considered “fresh air”.
• Compared to other prisoners, visiting hours for K.A. are much shorter and take place in 

a di!erent, secluded section of the prison, away from other prisoners and their families. 

In June 2018, the Ankara 4th High Criminal Court pronounced aggravated life sentences to four out of seven 
defendants on charges of “attempted violation of the constitution” immediately before a controversial 
coup attempt of July 15, 2016, among them K.A. In August 2018, the Ankara Prosecutor’s O#ce filed a 
petition with the Ankara 4th High Criminal Court, to reinstate the monitoring of the meetings of K.A. with 
his lawyer, measures previously li"ted following the end of the state of emergency of July 18, 2018. As 
the li"ting of the measures under the state of emergency are not applicable in cases involving alleged 
members of Hizmet Movement, in K.A. case the court approved the prosecutor’s demand and thus the 
state of emergency measures were once again reinstated against K.A.37

37. https://www.turkishminute.com/2018/08/30/state-of-emergency-measures-continue-for-inmates-arrested-over-gulen-links/
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CASE 2
• Victim: M.B. [name withheld]
• Disability: Serious heart condition
• Occupation: Research Assistant

The author interviewed the victim, who agreed to provide below a very detailed account of the 
ongoing human rights violations against him. 

While I was a Research Assistant at [name of university withheld], I was dismissed 
with Decree No. 675.38 I am writing this piece as a summary of how my life darkened 
a%ter October 29, 2016. Fate has devoted the greatest pains to my supposedly happiest 
days. My wedding was scheduled to take place in November 2016. All the preparations 
were done, I was fidgety waiting, but my wedding was censored because of the stigma 
of “terrorist groom”. My life has been delayed. Prison came to my heart.

First, I prayed like every believer, for hours and days. Not satisfied with days, I moved 
to nights. Then I realized that this black frost is permanent for a while. I decided to 
fight. At first, I looked for a job for days without any success. Then I decided to move to 
Şanlıurfa. I had no hope of finding a job, my intention was to be “lost” and be forgotten. 
But it was not so. I got a job as a marketer in a medical company. It didn’t take long, 
the terrorist stigma that got on me was caught in the ‘Fetömetre’.39 I was able to work 
only one day. Then I started working as a foreign trade sta! in a factory because I speak 
English. As a requirement of the job, the day they wanted me to travel abroad was my 
30th day. KHK [Decree-Law] “broke my spoon” here as well; because of my passport 
restraint, I had to quit my job. I finished two long years looking for work. When all my 
hopes were exhausted, I decided to return to [name of city withheld] to take refuge with 
my family to survive. On the way back, I was detained during a police search. I remained 
in a disgusting surveillance with human stools on the walls. Before the prosecution 
testimony, the police inculcated me to accept the charges. A%ter the statement, I was 
released with a court date. I was put on trial before the high criminal court on charges 
of deliberately and willingly aiding and abetting a terrorist organization. 

38. The Decree-Law 675 was published in the O#cial Gazette on October 29, 2016. Decrees 675 and 676 summarily dismissed 
more than 10,000 civil servants, among them health workers and teachers and more than 1,200 academics. For more please see: 
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pd#le=CDL-REF(2017)011-e
39. FETO-METER or Fetömetre is an o#cial list of 70 basic and 250 discrimination sub-criteria to “determine/asses” someone’s 
a#liation to the Hizmet Movement, in practice a tool of genocide. According to the o#cial explanation from the Turkish Army, 
“FETO-METER analysis so"tware is based on the strategy of “first identify and then destroy the Gulenist sta! inside Turkish 
Armed Forces.” It is developed and used with the purpose of “identifying the ‘deep extensions of the organization’ and avoid the 
infiltration of the next generation who are related with the organization in the future years.” More information is available here: 
https://www.politurco.com/feto-meter-how-the-witch-hunt-system-works-in-turkey.html
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Meanwhile, the OHAL (Emergency State) commission, which has been waiting for two 
years, sent an excellent dismissal order in the high criminal court as soon as the case 
was opened. A%ter the heavy criminal case was opened, I was acquitted at the first hearing 
and I filed a return case to the Ankara administrative courts.

My heart did not endure such sorrow and one night I had an aortic aneurysm lying in 
my bed. I was urgently taken to open heart surgery. Aortic replacement was performed 
(gra%ts were replaced instead of the aorta). A%ter 14 days of intensive care, I tried to hold 
on to life again. I was “sentenced” to high blood pressure medications. I can’t work hard. 
I die little by little every day. My right to work, my right to travel, my right to go abroad, 
my right to education, and most importantly, my right to live has been stolen. 

I set up an education consultancy site to distract me. Here, I translate articles and do 
statistical analysis. I get very rare work, but I try to hold on to life. Meanwhile, even 
though I know that nobody cares, I am still writing international articles on my field to 
represent my state. A%ter being dismissed, I managed to publish many publications in 
the world’s best clinical neurological journals.

CASE 3
• Victim: S.O. [name withheld] – The account is given by his spouse
• Disability: 60 % orthopedic disability
• Occupation: Municipal O"cer

The victim spent five days of detention along with ten other detainees, in a cell with a capacity for 3 
people. He was arrested despite his disability report. His wife is also disabled. The first court hearing was 
in January 2017 as his detention continued in February. Showing his hands, he cried that he could not 
meet his needs by himself. The judge referred him to Kayseri health authorities to assess his disabilities. 
Reluctant to follow the decision of the court, he was finally referred to the physician. The doctor was 
afraid to give him a report, so they took him to another physician who was against the handcu!s. He 
questioned whether they arrest people like this and gave the report. However, the authorities claimed 
that they lost the report in the courthouse. Without a report, the court could not release him and asked 
for the report again. Following unsubstantiated delays by the authorities, the victim filed a very strong 
petition with the court, a"ter which he was released.

Other prisoners helped him like the superhuman angels, but it was hard to be up to them. He wanted to 
wash his clothes himself, he did not want to give them to someone else, but he could not shave even his 
beard. He applied for retirement on July 20, 2017. The Social Security Institution of Turkey (SGK)40 issued a 
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40. See here for more. http://www.sgk.gov.tr/wps/portal/sgk/en/home-page/mainpage
41. VakıfBank is the fi"th (5th) largest bank in Turkey
42. DenizBank A.Ş. is a large private bank in Turkey, currently owned by Emirates NBD 

report concluding that he could retire, the municipality approved it, but the municipal o#cial canceled. 
They showed he was working; dismissed him on August 1 [2017] and added his name to the list of people 
dismissed from their positions.

Vaki"bank41 does not release the funds in his account. SGK retired him and then his retirement pension 
was obtained in Denizbank.42 He began pruning trees and mowing grass, so that he would not be a 
burden to the state. Those trying to protect the state’s finances were stigmatized as traitor, while those 
exploiting the state became patriots! In the commission’s file about his case, there is a slight chance 
that he could be reinstated to his former position, however his wife states that, “I wish the innocent and 
children in prisons get out, it is not important that my husband returns to work at all.”

CASE 4
• Victim: Undisclosed, the account is given by his spouse
• Disability: 78% disabled
• Occupation: Medical Doctor

The authorities dismissed him due to the school his children were attending [allegedly Hizmet-a#liated 
school], now closed. Following his dismissal, even his friend didn’t recruit him as a dishwasher, and as a 
result he could not a!ord even the medicine he has to take constantly. The family was forced to move to 
Istanbul, where he found a job with an exhausting 24-hour shi"ts, but which provided health insurance. 
He has also been a patient for 2 years compulsorily. There is a tax deduction for the disabled in the 
hospital and he works 24 hours shi"ts, even during religious holidays. My husband was paid only 3,000 
TL for work, while another individual at the same position (a Bulgarian national), was paid 11,000 TL. The 
foreign national had eleven (11) shi"ts, while my husband got twenty-six (26).

The psychology of the children is broken. My daughter was 4 years old; the fever wouldn’t go down one 
day ... His father was away as he had to travel for work in another city. No one from the family called 
or asked. Because this hospital gave him a hand, he endured everything. How can I take care of my 
husband, myself or my children? 

My spouse asked me clearly one day, “divorce me if you want, so you can try to end the stigma and 
stereotypes against you and children. All of these were done not only to us but also to our children.” We 
did not know much, my heart beats in fear of the fact that others might tell my kids “your father is a 
terrorist” at school.
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CASE 5
• Victim: H. O. [name withheld]
• Disability: 90% dialysis patient
• Occupation: Municipal o"cer

H.O. was engaged and dismissed from his position two months before he got married. He had kidney 
disease for 30 years and could not take every job. A"ter being labelled as a “member of a terror 
organization” he discussed it with his fiancé, stating that “my situation is not clear, if you want, let’s 
separate.” The fiancé would not leave him anyway, and they got married. His wife’s income is modestly 
enough, and they live in his father’s house.

No reason for his dismissal was specified in his file. Shortly before 17:00 end of work hours, around 
16:50 the vice-president called him and said simply he was dismissed because he had deposited money 
in Bank Asya. It was his bedridden grandfather’s money. They invested there as it was an interest-free 
bank. He withdrew the funds to cover expenses of his grandfather but then the grandfather passed 
away. Grandfather’s last request was to deposit that money back in the bank, and the victim fulfilled 
his last wish. He further stated, “I would never want to be a civil servant in such an environment. Right 
now, they are not government o"cials, they have become party o"cials. I see only moral and cultural 
deterioration. It was psychologically wearing. 30 years of dialysis, kidney transplantation, again dialysis. 
My mother and uncle gave their kidneys. 20 years of dialysis, 10 years of transplant period. The fact that 
I was in my new marriage period, being a burden to my wife, the e!ects of 100,000 su!ering turned my 
psychology upset. I can’t stand to see goodwill people, innocent people like this. You aren’t considered 
as a citizen... you can’t use your rights.”

CASE 6
• Victim: S. I. [name withheld]
• Disability: 51% orthopedic disability
• Occupation: Teacher

The disabled victim interviewed in this case was a Quran course teacher at the Presidency of Religious 
A!airs for 20 years, a"ter which she wasn’t paid any compensation. In order to survive the whole family 
were forced to knit and sell the “products”. Without any income, despite her disability, they had to move 
to her father’s house. 
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CASE 7
• Victim: S. Y. [name withheld]
• Disability: 69% orthopedic disability
• Occupation: O"cer

The victim su!ered a tra#c accident in 2008, when a 24-hour shi"t vehicle tumbled over her vehicle, 
leaving her badly injured. A"ter multiple surgeries, in eight years she received a forensic medicine report 
on June 25, 2016, less than a month before the attempted coup. The physician determined that she had 
10.2% disability and she could continue working as a civil servant. 

She was on vacation on July 15, 2016, the night of the attempted coup and subsequently dismissed on 
August 11, 2016, followed by 3 days of detention. In the bogus charges against her three secret witnesses 
stated that they, “think she attended the gatherings.” According to her account, “the prison was very old, a 
terrible building. The judges started to come. Extra di#culty was faced in the FETO ward.43 There was a ban 
on communications and her two children aged 5 and 8 were le"t at home. 11 vehicles came for her home 
raid. Phones were taken and there was a ban on communications. Women were crying heavily. Women’s 
agony was utterly a far cry from. Then I myself experienced what it was like too.”

In July 2017 she was dismissed under Decree Law 692 and the Inquiry Commission44 sustained the decision 
on December 29, 2018. Her husband was also dismissed from his job and they had to relocate to another 
place inside Turkey where hoped they could try and lose their label as “members of terror organizations” 
The victim cannot retire due to her disability either. She studied occupational safety, but any occupation 
is forbidden for her, since she is dismissed under decree law. 

43. The ward “reserved” for individuals detained/arrested over terrorism charges for links to the Hizmet Movement
44. Commission of Inquiry for State of Emergency Practices. The Commission was established with the SoE Decree No. 685 of 
23 January 2017, in response to recommendations by various bodies of the Council of Europe, to make a determination on the 
applications for reinstatement by dismissed civil servants.
45. Decree Law No. 677 was issued on November 22, 2016. It provided for the dismissal of 15,726 civil servants working for the 
Turkish Armed Forces (TSK), Gendarmerie General Command, General Directorate of Security, ministries and a#liated institutions. 
For more please see: https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2016/11/turkey-1184-university-personnel-dismissed-emergency-decree/

CASE 8
• Victim: R. P. [name withheld]
• Disability: 40% Neurological disability
• Occupation: O"cer
I was working in the disabled personnel cadre. I was dismissed with Decree Law 677.45 I was born in 1984. 
I got 88 points at the 2004 KPSS (Turkish Civil Servant Selection Examination) and entered a public 
institution in December 2005 as a permanent worker to work in the status of o#ce worker in the disabled 
personnel cadre, and until I was suspended from my duty on the 25th of August [2016], I continued my 
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CASE 9
• Victim: U. M. [name withheld]
• Disability: Pharynx cancer. Le!t and right jugular veins  blocked
• Occupation: Civil servant

A civil servant arbitrarily dismissed from his position under the Emergency Decree Law No. 672, along 
with other 50.875 civil servants. His disability greatly deteriorated during his deprivation of liberty. He 
was arbitrarily deprived of his liberty in a penal institution for one year. The formula food that he should 

duty with dignity and success. I even received a certificate of achievement by the Governor. As I worked 
in the workers’ sta!, my salary was cut as soon as I was suspended. My wife was not working, my elder 
child was studying at 1st grade, and the younger had just turned 3 years old. I had a car loan and credit 
card debt, which was still ongoing besides the expenses of a household with four dependents. I have a 
complete loss of power on my right side. My right foot bumps and my right-hand trembles. I cannot work 
in every job for health reasons, and there is no job for those suspended under Decree Laws anyway. My 
wife’s family are poor people, but with their help, we paid the first installments. Then my wife got a job. 
It was a hard job with heavy shi"ts, but she was still working with the hope that I would return to my 
job once these days will pass. Our hopes vanished on November 22 [2016], when we learned that I was 
dismissed with Decree No. 677, and we could not make a living in that city anymore. 

The eviction notice reached us immediately anyway. We did not have the financial means to move, 
with the support of my family, the move took place. We settled in my family’s village like a shelter next 
to them. Our belongings remained somewhere in line. Also, about 11 years of unemployment 1% from 
my salary, the state took a 2% unemployment deduction from me. When I was dismissed, I applied for 
unemployment benefits, but they rejected the request, since I was subject to dismissal under decree 
laws. My child went to the village school and we survived with 3-4 months being unemployed with the 
help of relatives. Then my wife learnt how to work in the plantation for one year. Finally, my spouse 
found a shi"t job at a factory in the town, and we settled in the district. She worked while I looked 
a"ter the children. 

A"ter all these e!orts, I was detained and sentenced to 5 months imprisonment. The file is currently with 
the Supreme Court. The psychology of my spouse and children has been thoroughly impaired. I am still 
unemployed; I try to keep the morale high for them and our days pass with the hope that I will return 
to my job, one day. We are still surviving with the support of our families. I was able to write this much 
only in cold weather and on the phone. Thanks for your interest and care.
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46. The jugular veins are in the neck and drain blood from the head, brain, face and neck and convey it toward the heart. The 
external jugular vein collects most of the blood from the outside of the skull and the deep parts of the face.
47. Education and Science Workers’ Union (Turkish: Eğitim ve Bilim Emekçileri Sendikası), in 2005 it had around 200,000 members 
and was Turkey’s largest trade union
48. Confederation of Public Employees’ Trade Unions
49. The Commission reviews and rules on applications concerning the measures adopted under the state of emergency decree-
laws, such as the dismissal of public o#cials, cancellation of scholarship, annulment of the ranks of retired personnel and the 
closure of some institutions

CASE 10
• Victim: Identity withheld
• Disability: 70% visually impaired
• Occupation: Social Worker

A trade union activist who has been subject to discrimination on several prohibited grounds, including 
on the basis of his perceived links to the Hizmet Movement. 

First of all, we are a!ected excessively times more than a healthy decree law victim. Our laws say that 
“the disabled are powerless and under state protection”.

Let me tell you about myself. While I was a member of EğitimSen,47 a#liated with KESK union,48 I le"t my 
job by following my union’s decision not to produce service and to leave the workplace. This happened 
about 6 months before the coup attempt. They ruled out this situation a"ter the coup (one year later), 
using power as an excuse, they laid me o! on October 29, 2016 a"ter being suspended for two months. 
Of course, for someone who is unemployed and 70% visually impaired, the persecution continues with 
incremental. OHAL KOM (Commission of Inquiry on the State of Emergency Measures)49  hasn’t decided 
yet about me. While there is no administrative investigation about a person under state protection, the 
state leaves him unemployed, cuts o! insurance, imposes a travel ban, restricting his employment in 
the private sector to someone who has not already been able to work. Moreover, it prevents him while 
he has the right to retire due to being disabled. What more can I say? May God give conscience and 
compassion to this state. What more can I say? Maybe we should say as the disabled people two or three 
times what all the decree law victims will say. Greetings and best regards.

consume was not provided to him in the first month. In the penal institution, the le"t jugular46 vein got 
100% and the right jugular vein got 85% blocked. For 1.5 month, he wasn’t taken to the institution’s 
infirmary and denied health care. He was admitted to the penal institution as 63% disabled and released 
conditionally pending trial, as 97% disabled. He was sentenced to 6 years and 3 months imprisonment 
for membership of a terror organization.
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rt 
VI Illustrative List of Abuse Incidents Against Persons with Disabilities Based 

on Ethnicity or Perceived Political and Other Opinion
(in chronological order)50

Omer Seyfettin Cakmak and Tugba Cakmak (July 2016, ongoing)

Seyfullah Cakmak, the father of two disabled children, 
both at the 98% rate of disability, was dismissed from his 
position as a prosecutor by the state of emergency decree 
laws. He was arrested on July 17, 2016 and imprisoned first 
at Kocaeli Prison, then at Silivri Prison in Istanbul. His wife 
Hacer Cakmak was le"t alone to take care of two children, 
without financial or other means to sustain the family. 
The Turkish government revoked their social security and 
health care benefits for the disabled children. The family 
appealed before the court and also began a campaign 
on the social media to regain their rights to health care. 
Following widespread outrage from inside and outside 
Turkey, Mr. Cakmak was transferred back to the Kocaeli 
Prison, and the children’s disability health care were 
restored. Hacer Cakmak submitted several requests for release of her husband as she was having 
extreme hardship taking care alone of their disabled children. However, government o#cials 
recommended that she hands over her custody to the state’s child protection agency. In a 
desperate attempt to improve her situation she published several letters which read as follows:51 

50. The cases presented in chronological order are drawn from TurkeyPurge.com, a monitoring group tracking the purge and 
exposing human rights abuses through an online platform
51.  Please also see: https://turkeypurge.com/turkish-govt-seizes-money-granted-for-arrested-judges-disabled-children

“I have two disabled children and Turkish state grants money for them. I provide the 
bills of expenditure of my children to Social Security Institution and they cover the 
expenditures. Authorities from the institutions called me couple days ago and let me 
know that they deposited the money for this month. I went to the bank to withdraw the 
money, but I was told that the money was deposited to my husband’s bank account. 
All of his accounts are frozen because he is in prison. Therefore, they told me I was not 
allowed to withdraw that money. In other words, the state seized my children’s money.”  

First Letter
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“… My husband, Seyfullah Çakmak, a judge who was arrested on 17/7/2016, has been in Kocaeli 
Prison for 105 days and has been alone in a cell for 45 days. He is allowed to go out to the open 
area to exercise without seeing any other prisoners. We have three children. Two of them, who are 
disabled, desperately need our help to survive. My husband was dismissed, and I am a housewife. 
I do not have any income. We do not have any property to sell. I have only one vehicle for my 
disabled children. We have regularly visited the hospital for 18 years during our marriage. We had 
tried in vitro fertilization five times to have a baby. The last one was successful, we had twins, 
but unfortunately one died nine days later. The sixth attempt also failed. I gave birth to a girl on 
29/9/2007 from my seventh in vitro fertilization. My daughter, Tuğba, has a genetic disease called 
nonketotic hyperglycinemia. She is nine years old and fully needs of our support to live. She cannot 
move, she has to be fed. I gave birth to a healthy girl on 23/03/2009. Her name is Tuğçe Seher. In 
2013, during my pregnancy, between September 2013 and January 2014, I had to stay in a hospital. 
I delivered a son who was su!ering from birth defects. His name is Ömer Seyfettin. [For the first 
month a"ter he was born, I was confined to the hospital.] 

My husband took care of the children by himself. My husband always helped me care for our kids 
until he was arrested. I can’t carry my daughter around or give her a bath. Can anyone tell me what I 
should do? My husband devoted his life to us and to his job. We spend at least 40 to 60 days in the 
hospital every year, in addition 40 to 60 visits to the hospital. My husband is such a hard-working 
person. He is also a very successful member of the judiciary. He has always been appreciated by 
his colleagues. My husband was arrested and charged with being a member of an armed terrorist 
organization and [attempting to destroy] the constitutional order. My husband has no connection to 
any illegal organization. Our entire life consists of our home, the hospital and our children. There is 
no evidence in the case. He is such a successful lawyer, a good husband and a wonderful father. He 
has not been assigned to any special court. He has exerted the utmost e!ort in terms of performing 
in his work. He always observed the constitution and the principles of judicial ethics while he 
worked. He has never accepted any orders from inside the judiciary or from outside it. That’s why he 
was targeted, dismissed and arrested. 

My mother is sick. She is 72 years old and can’t walk. My dad, who is 79, takes care of my mom. My 
mother-in-law and father-in-law have passed away. There is no one who can help me take care of 
my kids. Arresting my husband is not only punishment for him but for our whole family as well. 
There is no one to hear our voices. Judges and prosecutors are under severe pressure and profiled 
as members of FETÖ. Therefore, they cannot perform their jobs based on legal evidence. They say, 
‘Sorry, we cannot do anything.’ Although he has not received any disciplinary punishment, he was 
jailed in a cell. He has stayed there alone for 37 days. I am so desperate with two disabled children, 
and I do not know what I should do. I kindly ask your help in monitoring to unlawful persecution.”

Second Letter



33

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN TURKEY

Visually impaired journalist Cüneyt Arat was initially detained on July 21, 2016 over social media posts 
that allegedly praised Hizmet Movement. He was sentenced on February 22, 2017 to 6 years and 3 months 
imprisonment for allegedly promoting a “terrorist” organization, and an additional one year, 10 months 
and 15 days for alleged [Hizmet] propaganda. 
On July 10, 2017 Mr. Arat turned himself in to 
serve the sentence, a"ter the prison sentence 
of February 22, 2017 was earlier upheld by the 
Gaziantep Regional Court of Appeals. 

In a 2017 letter by journalist Cüneyt Arat from a 
prison in Tarsus (Southern Turkey), he revealed 
the extreme hardships he was facing while trying 
to simply survive in prison, mainly due to the 
fact that places of deprivation of liberty were not 
designed to address even the minimal needs of 
disabled persons. In the letter he described the 
extremely di#cult conditions of imprisonment, di#culties in using toilet facilities, overcrowding and 
lack of food and books for visually impaired individuals. A symbol of the su!ering and discrimination of 
disabled persons in Turkey, he was conditionally released on July 4, 2019, pending his appeal. 

Journalist Cüneyt Arat (July 2016, ongoing)

Anonymous housewife from Uşak Western Turkey (July 2016), ongoing
A housewife with two disabled children from Ulubey district of Uşak city whose husband was arrested as 
part of an investigation into the Hizmet Movement hurt her lower back and leg while she was dealing with 
children’s physical needs. Due to the accident, she was no longer able to look a"ter them and applied for 
assistance from Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation. She was denied support by the foundation, 
as she was told they would not help families who are tried on terrorism charges.

Disabled daughter of former Zaman columnist Ali Ünal (August 2016)
Former Zaman columnist Ali Ünal was detained in Uşak’s 
Eşme district on August 14 and arrested on August 16, 2016. 
Police also reportedly seized properties belonging to Mr. 
Ünal, including the funds he separated during many years 
to cover the medical expenses of his disabled daughter.
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52. September 12 era refers to the dark period following the 1980 Turkish coup d’état (In Turkish: 12 Eylül Darbesi). The September 
12, 1980 coup d’état was the third in the history of the Turkish Republic

The spouse of M.O. stated to reporters that their house was raided by a group of police o#cers on September 
16, 2016 and her husband taken into custody over “secret” links to the Movement. She added that, “Police 
came over to our house. They searched everything and seized computers, books. Because he got scared, 
my son with down syndrome had a seizure and then fainted. O"cers took away my husband and le%t us in 
a miserable situation. A%ter being kept in police custody for 9 days, he was arrested by the court and sent 
to a prison in Antalya. He is still there. My husband and I are teachers and we love our country. We did not 
do anything wrong. I am now le%t alone with my disabled kids and they are su!ering from major health 
problems. My kids are 9 and 4 years old. One of them has 92 percent disability rating while the other has 98 
percent. We have no income, no job and no insurance. Nothing, NO one gives me a job. We are rejected by 
everybody. And even if I am given a job, I can’t leave my children alone. The younger one is getting worse 
every day. He has seizures almost every day.”

Children of M.O., a dismissed teacher (September 2016)

Mithat Tokur and Arzu Şenyurt Akdağ, two disabled public workers, were 
dismissed through a January 2017 Decree-Law from the Turkish Employment 
Agency (TİK) and the Social Security Institution (SGK) 
respectively. In a press release in Ankara, Mr. Tokur noted 
that he was not given even a single disciplinary penalty 
during his 36 years of work at state institutions. He added 
that: “I also experienced the September 12 era;52 I have 
never seen such persecution, corruption and betrayal. 
You work until evening and when you make it to home at 
midnight you are told that you are dismissed!”

Mithat Tokur and Arzu Şenyurt Akdağ (January 2017)

Hatice Kökoğlu, the mother of a disabled son (6) and a 
disabled daughter (7), was detained in Kütahya province 
over alleged links to the Hizmet Movement. The two 
disabled children were le"t alone a"ter their mother was 
taken into custody as part of an investigation launched 
by the Kütahya Public Prosecutor’s O#ce. According to 
o#cial documents released by Hatice Kökoğlu, Meral 
(daughter) qualified for a 78 percent disability rating, 
while her brother Ekrem qualified for 98 percent.

Meral Kökoğlu and Ekrem Kökoğlu (February 2017)
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Account by Y., father of a 6-month-old disabled baby (March 2017)
Y., the father of a 6-month-old disabled baby, was reportedly arrested in December 2017 over alleged links 
to the Hizmet Movement. According to the TR724 news portal, Y. had been performing compulsory military 
service until he was detained and then arrested on December 15, 2016. Y.’s newborn disabled baby was le"t 
with the mother, who told the news portal that the baby underwent three expensive and crucial surgeries 
in the past three months. The baby is reportedly 80% disabled, and has Spina Bfida, a spinal defect that 
impairs ability to walk or stand.

Rafia Nur, 12-year-old disabled child (April 2017)
The Turkish government cut o! funds 
granted to Rafia Nur, a 12-year-old child 97 
percent disabled, whose father was arrested 
over alleged links to the Hizmet Movement. 
According to the Yeni Asya daily, E.A., a 
dismissed public servant and father of Rafia 
Nur was held at an İzmir prison for almost six 
months over alleged links to the Movement. 
The lower half of Rafia’s body is paralyzed, 
impairing her ability to walk or stand. 

Raşit Uzantı (April 2017)
Denizli-based teacher Raşit Uzantı was arrested days 
a"ter he was dismissed from his profession. Together 
with his spouse they worked at a state hospital in 
Denizli. Raşit was recovering from a then-recent brain 
surgery when deprived of his liberty at the Denizli 
Kocabaş D Type Prison on March 3, 2017. Raşit qualified 
for a 75 percent disability rating according to his 
medical reports. Raşit’s spouse was also dismissed 
from the government in the a"termath of the July 15 
coup attempt. She used to work for a state-owned 

hospital in Denizli. Neither he nor his wife could therea"ter benefit from the public social security coverage 
of medical costs, as they were both dismissed from their positions.
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53. See for more: https://turkeypurge.com/disabled-teacher-husband-removed-from-job-as-brothers-under-arrest
54. Bingöl is a province in Eastern Anatolia

With only days to go before the delivery, in May 2017, a 
Kayseri woman was still held under arrest even though 
her baby had heart and kidney problems. According to 
medical reports, there were problems with the baby’s 
heart and kidneys. The heart had a hole in it and the 
kidneys kept growing at a pace much greater than the 
normal. A doctor even told Ms. Gümüşoluk that the 
baby would have been treated before being born, if 
she was not under arrest. The lawyer representing the 
victim underlined that the decision to keep Şule under 
arrest violates not only universal treaties on children’ rights but also Turkey’s own laws. “Lots of things that 
you wouldn’t believe take place during the post-coup emergency rule,” the lawyer finally noted.

Unborn baby of Şule Gümüşoluk (May 2017)

Fatma Koyun, a teacher with an 82 percent physical disability who was dismissed from her position as 
part of a post-coup investigations, made public53 the fact that her husband as well her brothers had 
been under arrest for months. In a video recording of herself that was widely shared on social media, 
Koyun described the plight they have been undergoing for some time as a family: “Our lives were already 
hard to manage. Now it has gotten worse. …My husband was detained on May 26 [2017] and he was 
arrested on June 1 [2017].” Koyun said her husband, Ismail Koyun also had a physical disability.

Ismail Koyun (July 2017)

Muharrem Sağlar was a teacher from Bingöl54 who retired 
a"ter he survived colon cancer. He was arrested over alleged 
ties to the Hizmet Movement while his daughter, a 100% 
disabled girl shows anxiety as she desperately misses her 
father. Muharrem’s 18-year-old daughter, Elanur is diagnosed 
with Rett syndrome expected to live for another seven years 
at most (from 2017). Her mother shows the indications of 
herniated disk as she is the only one, except for her two 
school-age sons, to take care of Elanur’s needs. In prison, 
Muharrem lost excessive weight due to his compulsory 
dietary prescribed following cancer surgeries. His requests for conditional release were constantly rejected.

Sağlar family (September 2017)
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Anonymous letter to the Sözcü daily newspaper (October 2017)
Emin Çölaşan, a veteran columnist from the Sözcü daily, shared a letter55 from the mother of a disabled 
person who was arrested as part of a government crackdown against the Hizmet Movement (for alleged 
use of ByLock application, in a bid to raise awareness about the victims of Turkey’s post-coup purge. In 
her letter she notes that, “My son was working as a clerk at the courthouse before he was arrested. He 
has a medical report proving his 75 percent disability. He also has reports that advise him to use diaper. 
The accusation against him is the use of ByLock. We actually did not have any idea what this ‘thing’ is 
before. Police failed to find anything that would link us to a terrorist organization. The le%t leg of my son is 
crippled. He had two surgeries. He is able to move his leg only with the help of some screws. He had four 
other surgeries as part of a treatment for compression on his spinal cord neurons. He cannot hold his pee 
and stool. He must use diapers at the age of 25. My son cannot live in prison without mother care. We have 
applied authorities to refer him to a general hospital, but we had doors slammed on our faces. We are 
desperately waiting. Please, make our voice be heard.”

Kenan Keklik (November 2017)
54-year-old Kenan Keklik who has speech and hearing 
impairment since birth was arrested and placed in a 
closed prison in the eastern province of Van on July 11, 
2017, a"ter his conviction was upheld by a higher court. 
He was first detained for alleged propaganda for the 
outlawed PKK during a “civil disobedience” protest.  Keklik 
however was not able to hear and speak for 54 years. In 
a letter he stated that, “I have medical reports confirming 
my impairments. However, I was arrested for making 
propaganda in 2011. And the reason is chanting slogans 
for a terrorist organization. The other reason was that I 
wore puşi [a traditional Middle Eastern headdress popular 
among Kurdish people, also known as Ke"yeh]. First o!, 
I am not even able to speak. How come I chant slogans? 
Secondly, I don’t get what o!ense I commit by wearing 
puşi. I was sentenced for chanting slogans and my 
sentence was upheld despite my medical reports. There 
is no other evidence other than those. I was slandered. I have nothing else to say,” Keklik has a 75% 
disability according to medical reports.

55. https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2016/yazarlar/emin-colasan/bu-haksizliklari-durdurun-1448641/
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Berk Görmez, a 14-year-old disabled son of 
a Turkish couple who have been imprisoned 
over their alleged links to Hizmet Movement 
died in January 2018. Berk’s father Bekir Görmez 
was not allowed to visit his son for the last 17 
months of his life despite Berk’s deteriorating 
health problems. Berk qualified for a 97 percent 
disability rating and had 80 percent hearing loss, 
as well as several other severe health problems. 
He underwent two surgeries on his intestinal 
knot last year. He has lost a kidney and his 
health situation did not improve ever since. 
Berk’s parents were dismissed from their jobs 
with a post-coup emergency decree in the a"termath of a coup attempt in June 2016. With Bekir Görmez 
behind bars, Berk’s mother Fatma had not been able to work as a teacher for the past four years as she 
also su!ered from kidney insu#ciency. The time when she was waiting for her disability retirement, which 
was confirmed by doctor’s reports as 96 percent in Fatma’s case, coincided with her dismissal from the 
government’s post-coup purge. She therefore lost retirement rights that were supposed to be provided in 
case the purge did not take place. Her renal impairment has resulted in cardiac dropsy, for which he had 
two surgeries and she emaciated to weigh in at as low as 37 kilograms.

Görmez family (January 2018) 

Eyüp Öztürk, a 17-year-old boy with 99-percent 
disability was shot dead by his mother S.B. in Denizli. 
His mother also committed suicide immediately 
a"ter shooting her son. Eyüp Öztürk had cerebral 
palsy in the head – a permanent movement disorder 
caused by damaged brain parts. Eyup’s father, I.O. 
was dismissed from his position at Turkish Railways 
(TCDD) and put in pretrial detention over ties to the 
Hizmet Movement.

Eyüp Öztürk (February 2018)
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Arin Rohani (May 2018)
Arin Rohani, a 4-year-old girl from Turkey’s Mersin province who 
had been su!ering from microcephaly, a rare medical condition 
in which the newborn’s skull is much smaller than expected, was 
unable to travel abroad for treatment, as her parents face travel 
ban due to post-coup emergency rule. In addition to microcephaly, 
Arin Rohani has also di#culty in speaking and walking, with a 
92-percent disability.56  

Her parents were working at Akdeniz Municipality before they were 
both purged as part of the government’s post-coup crackdown. 

The administration of the Akdeniz Municipality had been earlier seized over the mayor’s alleged ties to 
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) like dozens of other local administrations. Both parents were 
briefly detained a"ter their dismissals. The father of Arin Rohani stated that, “My travel ban was li%ted and 
my wife’s ban was revoked as well. However, we are still being denied departure from Turkey since we were 
dismissed with an emergency decree.” They became unemployed, the father filed an application for the 
patient-care-support for their disabled child. “Even if a citizen is jailed, his/her spouse or child is entitled 
to get this support. …But we were told that we would not be provided this service since we were dismissed 
with an emergency decree.”

Muhammed Koşar (May 2019)
Muhammed Koşar, a disabled public 
servant dismissed over his alleged 
links to Hizmet Movement received 
a 25-months prison sentence for 
depositing money in Bank Asya. 
Before the government arbitrarily 
seized Bank Asya and all of its assets, 
the bank was one of three banks 
with the highest liquidity in Turkey. 
The government took over the bank 
on February 4, 2015, contrary to strict 
statutory banking regulations against 
such a drastic move. Bank Asya’s 
banking license was cancelled seven days a"ter the coup attempt by Turkey’s Banking Regulation and 
Supervision Agency (BDDK). 

56. https://turkeypurge.com/4-year-old-disabled-girl-unable-to-receive-treatment-in-germany-as-parents-face-travel-ban-due-
to-emergency-rule
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Yusuf Akkuş, a Turkish citizen with a 
70% disability was taken in pre-trial 
detention in Malatya prison over terror 
charges. He first had a stroke in 2016 in 
Syria while coordinating a humanitarian 
relief operation organized by a human 
rights association. When he was 
brought back to Turkey by his relatives, 
a Turkish court arrested him early in 
2019 on terror charges. 

Yusuf Akkuş (May 2019)

A fundraising campaign was launched for Fatma Gormez, a purge-victim teacher who is disabled, had 
a kidney transplant, 2 heart surgeries, and recently lost her hearing ability completely. Fatma and her 
husband Bekir were accused of having ties to Hizmet Movement. A fundraising campaign called for 
assistance to Fatma and her family, as follows: “A%ter the coup attempt in July 2016, tens of thousands of 
people have been arbitrarily detained in Turkey. Fatma Gormez, a teacher for 17 years, is among 170,000 
public o"cials who have been dismissed by decree without due process. Fatma is severely disabled, had 
a kidney transplant, 2 heart surgeries, and 
recently lost her hearing ability completely. 
Fatma’s husband Bekir is arbitrarily arrested 
and imprisoned since August 2016 (sentenced 
to 9 years) just because of a tweet…yes, 9 years 
just for a tweet! While Bekir was in prison and 
Fatma was severely disabled, their 14-year 
old son Berk died of cancer in January 2018. 
Despite all attempts, the authorities had not 
allowed Bekir to see his dying son one last time 
before his death. Fatma, weighing now only 
29 kilograms (64 pounds), is between life and 
death. She has a daughter, Azize, whose father 
is in prison, whose brother died and whose 
mother is dying. Today is our opportunity to 
save a human life. Fatma needs our help. Let’s 
give Fatma a ray of hope towards life, in her 
fight for her life, for her husband, and for her 

Fatma Gormez (August 2019)
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daughter. We are trying to do our best to let this case to be heard by as many people as possible. In order 
to raise awareness, we are preparing multimedia reports, posters, fliers. We want to run ads in prestigious 
newspapers, create videos and reports to deliver e!ective human rights awareness campaigns and deliver 
speeches on human right platforms and international organizations…to urge the Turkish government 
to take the case of Fatma Gormez into consideration; and not only Fatma’s case, but also the cases of 
hundreds of thousands innocent people whose lives turned into hell in just one night. We (Fatma’s friends, 
family and Fatma, especially) would be extremely grateful if you could donate to help cover these costs, 
and also send your positive thoughts and prayers, in this darkest time of Fatma’s family. Anything you can 
possibly contribute, no matter how seemingly small, will be of great help to Fatma and her family. We are 
grateful for your help and prayers. Please share this campaign with as many people as you can.”

Ümit Gökhasan (July 2020)
Ümit Gökhasan, an inmate imprisoned in Afyonkarahisar, was diagnosed with cancer in January 2020. On 
February 13, 2020 his whole stomach and half of his esophagus were removed following a surgery, and 
he was sent back to prison 14 days a"ter the procedure. His chemotherapy was interrupted because of 
the coronavirus outbreak in March 2020. Due to the delayed treatment, the cancerous tumor spread to 
other organs. He was however transferred back to prison a"ter a medical report surprisingly concluded 
that he can survive in prison and that there was no need to postpone his sentence. Based on the medical 

report from Afyonkarahisar State 
Hospital, the Afyonkarahisar Chief 
Public Prosecutor’s O#ce turned 
down Gökhasan’s request for a 
postponement of his sentence 
for health reasons. Gökhasan 
was arrested on March 8, 2017 
over bogus charges on perceived 
links to the Hizmet Movement, 
and was sentenced to six years, 
11 months in prison. His sentence 
is currently being reviewed by the 
court of appeals.



42

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN TURKEY

On August 29, 2020, the 44-years-old former 
Deputy Police Chief Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu was 
found dead sitting on a plastic chair in his cell 
at the Gümüşhane E Type Closed Prison, a"ter 
nine days in quarantine.57 Kabakçıoğlu was a 
decorated o#cer. He was arrested in July 2016 
and summarily dismissed from his position in 
September 2016 for alleged membership of 
the Hizmet Movement. He was sentenced to 
seven years and six months in prison.

In his diary found a"ter his death, Kabakçıoğlu reveals he was mostly healthy when he entered the 
prison, even though he had asthma.58 But a"ter a while, being in prison for a crime he didn’t commit 
started taking its toll psychologically. He was prescribed psychiatric drugs. Already an asthma patient, 
under custody Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu lost 40 kg and developed diabetes, due to the poor conditions of 
the Gümüşhane E Type Closed Prison. He started to feel something was wrong with his body. He was 
becoming dizzy at times. 

Two days before his death Kabakçıoğlu reportedly wrote his last petition informing the prison physician 
of his deteriorating conditions. He reported that, “There’s extreme swelling on the le%t side of my mouth 
and on my le%t leg. I have di"culty walking and talking. My arm feels numb while writing this petition.” 
His test results for COVID-19 came back negative on the day that he was found dead.

Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu (August 2020)

Bilal Danış (30) is a former public servant from the 
western city of Izmir. He was arrested in November 2016 
and convicted on bogus terrorism charges for alleged 
membership of Hizmet Movement, even though he has a 
severe disability and su!ers from gastric bleeding.

According to his mother (Mukadder Danış), her son has 
constant stomach pain and bleeding, but his treatment 
has been put on hold for the past seven months because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. His mother stated that, 
“He pleaded for help during our telephone conversation 

Bilal Danış (September 2020)

57. See for more: https://turkeypurge.com/purge-victim-deputy-police-chief-found-dead-in-a-quarantine-cell-in-turkish-prison
58. See here for more: https://stockholmcf.org/diary-of-police-o#cer-found-dead-in-quarantine-cell-reveals-his-ordeal/
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yesterday. None of the prison authorities are helping him, and his petitions are le"t unanswered. He is in 
constant pain and is losing a lot of weight. He has not received treatment since March, and his health is 
steadily deteriorating.” Danış’s doctor has also stated that there were multiple polyps in his colon due to 
stress and that there was a risk the polyps could become cancerous. 

Bilal Danış is also disabled due to a tra#c accident in 2010, in which he lost an arm, however, the İzmir 
Katip Çelebi University Atatürk Research Hospital reportedly refuses to provide him with the necessary 
medical paperwork, which could enable him an application for the postponement of the sentence.

Yavuz Selim Burgu (September 2020)
Yavuz Selim Burgu (44), has a 54% walking 
disability due to polio at the age of 2 and 
has been arbitrarily forced to live in prison 
for three years, despite his health problems. 
He cannot use his le"t leg due to loss of 
sensation, while he has undergone surgery 
to his right leg also. In addition, he has lost 
his hearing in one ear and in 2019 he also 
had to undergo surgery in prison because 
the stones in his kidneys were growing. He 
was discharged and sent back to prison a 
few days a"ter surgery. 

Yavuz Selim Burgu is sentenced to 8 years 
and 9 months imprisonment and is serving 
the sentence at the Kayseri Bünyan Prison, 
since 10 May 2017.  Despite his life-threatening illnesses, in its report of 
August 2020 Kayseri City Hospital concluded that “he can continue his 
prison sentence.”

59. See for more: https://www.dogrusu.com/news/felcli-ogretmene-yine-cezaevinde-kalabilir-raporu-verildi



44

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN TURKEY

Erdoğan Erduran (52) is a former teacher su!ering 
from prostate cancer. Erduran was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer in 2018 and was arrested pending 
trial in November 2019 for alleged membership in the 
Hizmet Movement. His treatment was cut short due to 
his arrest, and although he appealed for release, the 
Council of Forensic Medicine issued a report stating 
that he was fit to live in prison conditions. In October 
2020 he contracted COVID-19 in a prison in Antalya 
where he is being held in pre-trial detention on bogus 
terrorism charges. According to his spouse, the ward 
where Erduran is held was neglected by prison authorities and his cancer progressed in prison, as the 
treatment was delayed. Erduran has also revealed that even their food was delivered through a small 
door and that they have been le"t there, apparently to die. His spouse also claimed that he had access 
to medication for his cancer only recently following a court decision allowing him to receive injections. 

Erdoğan Erduran (October 2020)

In November 2020 Fatma Cömert was sentenced to 6 years 3 months 
imprisonment for alleged membership in a terrorist organization, 
despite su!ering paralysis of her hands and feet since birth. Fatma 
Cömert has been diagnosed as almost totally disabled and lived 
her whole life in a wheelchair, unable to leave her home without 
assistance. However, she has been struggling with court cases for 
the last 18 months, and if the Supreme Court of Appeals upholds her 
sentence she will be arrested. 

The court considered ByLock, an encrypted messaging app, as evidence 
against Cömert. Speaking to Bold Medya,60 Cömert stated that the 
verdict came as a shock to her. “Even the judge was upset when he 
saw my condition; he said I did not need to attend the hearings,” 
she stated. Cömert stated that she was physically incapable of doing 
the things she was charged with. “How am I supposed to download 
applications and use a phone? I am a student in an open university, 
and it takes me more than two hours to get through 40 questions on 
a multiple-choice test.”

Fatma Cömert (November 2020)

60. See for more: https://boldmedya.com/2020/11/11/ben-yuzde-96-engelliyim-evden-cikamiyorum-bana-niye-ceza-verildi/ 
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Her brother said Fatma Cömert was completely demoralized and refused to continue with her physical 
rehabilitation. “Her imprisonment goes against common sense. She cannot even leave the house by 
herself, let alone get involved in terrorism. If she is sent to prison her health will deteriorate considerably, 
and she has a hospital report indicating that she needs a caretaker at all times.

Other Cases
The comprehensive report presented in July 2020 by the member of the Turkish Parliament, Mr. Ömer 
Faruk Gergerlioğlu and Assoc. Dr. Bayram Erzurumluoğlu entitled “Social Costs of the State of Emergency”61 
details, inter alia, the ongoing plight of persons with disabilities in the a"termath of the attempted coup 
of July 2016. Below are two of those cases.

FIRST CASE: I worked for the Ministry of National Education in the past 16 years and was suspended on 
July 22, 2016. I was dismissed on September 1, 2016 with Decree Law 672 and indicted before the 13th High 
Criminal Court. Currently my case is ongoing. I was disabled while on duty in 2006. Six months a"ter the 
coup attempt, my chemotherapy drug was not paid and I also spent 24 hours of detention as a disabled in 
2019. They [authorities] cut salaries of caregivers for the disabled by making changes in the health board 
reports. The cruel persecution practice must urgently end. My disease is getting worse with each passing 
day. I have been receiving chemotherapy and social security is not compensating the medications for 
treatment. Those subject to decree laws have been le"t to die and we are witnessing genocide. 

SECOND CASE: I worked as a Project Coordinator in the O#ce of International State Department Branch, 
where I have written and worked on many projects for the disabled. Disadvantageous I did a lot of work 
for disabled groups, who all appreciated my work. I worked day and night and neglected my family. I got 
cancer. Even during my chemotherapy period, I did not take a day o!. I went even on Friday a"ternoon, 
took the chemotherapy drugs and resumed on Monday. Is this the result it should have been? I came 
and worked in the flat with a medical report a"ter the operation. How could it be? Subjected to such a 
punishment by hiding behind an abstract concept such as “infidelity” I can stay. Every day, “anyway soon 
my illness will relapse and I will.” I wake up thinking Whereas, fighting cancer and getting more connected 
to life I started my doctorate for. I was expelled from my doctorate while I was at the previous thesis stage.

61. See for more: https://www.tr724.com/1500-sayfalik-khk-raporu-sosyal-kirim-ve-sivil-olum/
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Recommendations

The Journalists and Writers Foundation recommends that the 
Government of Turkey should: 

Take urgent action to review and postpone the execution of sentences of all disabled 
persons, in the current context of the global COVID-19 pandemic and the imminent threat 
that it poses to the lives of disabled persons in places of deprivation of liberty.

Take measures to provide persons with disabilities with access to health care in places 
of deprivation of liberty, and investigate situations of neglect and destitution, including 
deaths of persons with disabilities in prisons.

Eliminate the requirement of “hatred” in the prosecution of cases of discrimination on 
the basis of disability and take a#rmative measures to achieve inclusive equality for 
all persons with disabilities, including those with di!erent political or other views, and 
those belonging to minority groups.

Extend the coverage and implementation of childcare allowances to families of all 
children with disabilities and ensure that criteria and levels of support are compliant 
with the human rights model of disability.

Undertake necessary legal, administrative and other measures to allow and facilitate the 
e!ective participation of all persons with disabilities in the civil service and all walks of 
life, including amendment of the Law on Judges and Prosecutors (Law No. 2802).

 

Finally, the Journalists and Writers Foundation encourages the international community, 
including the relevant and appropriate United Nations, Council of Europe, European Union 
and other international and regional mechanisms to urge the Government of Turkey to 
immediately release all disabled persons detained without su!cient legal basis since July 
2016, including political prisoners and others detained simply for expressing critical or 
dissenting views.
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